
12/4/20 – Easter Day 

John 20:1-18 

 

If you know a little bit about me you will be aware that I like the Jonathan Creek 

programmes that were produced for television a few years ago. If you don’t know the 

name, he was someone who invented tricks for a magic show, but in his spare time he 

solved mysteries. What is made very clear within these programmes is that everything 

can be explained, so there are no such things as miracles, or other supernatural 

workings. There must be a logical explanation! 

 

Obviously, I disagree with this last suggestion, because, for me, the Bible is full of 

miracles, from the beginning of creation where it says that ‘In the beginning God 

created the heavens and the earth’ (Genesis 1:1), through the miracles done by people 

empowered by (or used by) God, to the celebration of the resurrected life that we’re 

reminded of today. And after that, life with God. That is the Bible story, and that is 

what I believe. 

 

There was a quote that was used by C S Lewis in one of his books (though whether he 

was the first to write it, I’m not sure) that went something like this: 

 

“If you consider all the possibilities, once you have removed what is impossible, 

whatever is left, however improbable, must be the truth.” 

 

Jonathan Creek, although a fictional character, would agree with this, and that‘s why he 

can always come up with an answer, however difficult the case. Someone else who would 

agree is a man named Lee Strobel, someone who set out to prove that the resurrection 

of Jesus did not occur. He spent many months trying to show that there was another 

explanation for the empty tomb, but in the end he became a Christian himself and 

wrote the book ‘The case for Christ’ which showed all that he had discovered. He 

removed the impossible and was left with just one idea – and there, for him, was the 

truth. Jesus did rise from the dead! 

 

But we know that every single person has a choice as to whether to accept the 

resurrection or not. My concern, and indeed my great sadness, is that most people will 

not even allow themselves to consider the resurrection, feeling that even by looking 

into it they will have been fooled. And nobody wants to feel foolish! 

 

Over the last few months we have been looking at John’s Gospel (from which, of course, 

today’s passage is taken) and have noticed over-and-over again the author’s emphasis on 

belief (‘you must believe’, they believed’, ‘whoever believes’, ‘written so that you may 

believe’, etc.). And, going with the traditional understanding that ‘the other disciple’ 

mentioned in verses 2, 4 and 8 of today’s reading refers to the writer, to John himself, 

he includes his own grasp of the situation at the end of verse 8 – ‘…and believed.’ 



 

We have a phrase that we sometimes use – ‘seeing is believing’. 

This suggests that only if we see with our own eyes will we really 

believe something. The full phrase we have from verse 8 lines up 

with this, ‘He [John] saw and believed.’ 

 

Actually, what John saw that morning was nothing compared to what Mary saw. What 

John saw was evidence – strips of linen and burial clothes, with no body – but when put 

together with what he had heard in the past, where Jesus had told his disciples that 

He would rise from the dead, he believed. The resurrection was real, because Jesus’ 

body was not there! It would be a few hours before John would see the risen Jesus in 

person (John 20:19), but he believed then, at the empty tomb. He did not need any 

other evidence, or even proof. He believed. 

 

But for Mary there was so much more. She saw angels, verse 12, which must have 

appeared (or arrived) after Peter and John had gone away. She then had a brief 

conversation with them before turning around and seeing the risen Jesus, verse 14. She 

didn’t expect to see him, of course, at least didn’t expect to see Him alive, living, 

breathing, and standing up, because she knew He had been killed on the Friday. She had 

been there. She knew what had happened to Him. He was well-and-truly dead. But what 

she should have remembered is that with God all things are possible. An example from 

the not-too-distant past was Lazarus, whom Jesus had raised from the dead (John 

11:43-44). 

 

But Mary very quickly became convinced that Jesus was alive 

again. You could say that she also saw and believed. And so began 

the greatest celebration in the Christian calendar.  

 

Yes, we needed the birth of Jesus. Without the fact that He came and lived among us 

(Emmanuel, God with us – Matthew 1:23) we would not have the rest of the story.  

 

Yes, we have His teaching that still shapes so much of our lives today.  

 

Yes, we have his miracles that Jesus pointed to in order to show that He was the one 

who had come from God (Luke 7:22).  

 

Yes, we have His sacrifice, His death, that is essential for a relationship with God. The 

Old Testament informs us of the ‘bad news’ of sin and separation from God; the New 

Testament tells us the ‘good news’, that there is a way of getting back in relationship 

with God. Because Jesus took our sins upon Himself at the cross we can have that 

relationship with God the Father now (1 John 2:2).   

 

We celebrate Jesus, His birth, life and death. But we also celebrate His resurrection. 

 



One thing that we become more aware of in times of a pandemic, such as we’re 

experiencing today, is the stark reality of death. I remember my first full-time job 

when I had just turned 19. My first day, part of my induction you could say, straight 

after being informed of the office Union that I had to join I had someone come and 

talk to me about Pensions. I was 19! Who wants to think about your pension, the idea of 

leaving work, on your first day? It just didn’t seem to fit in with my view of life at that 

time.  

 

I think that most of us, especially in England today, have this view of death. Why do I 

need to think about death if a) I don’t think I’m old enough to die, and b) I don’t have 

an illness that suggests I will be dying soon? 

 

Christianity is still the fastest growing faith or religion (numbers-wise) on the planet, 

but there are still many, many people who would prefer not to think about the future, 

just like the 19-year-old me. But actually the resurrection is important for everyone 

and not just for Christians. 

 

Agreed, it is part of our faith, our understanding, and others may 

have a different idea of what happens at the end of their life.  

 

But if Jesus did rise from the dead, then everybody will, whatever 

other people’s beliefs.  

 

This is why the resurrection is so essential. And this is why everyone outside of the 

Church needs to consider whether the resurrection of Jesus is true or not. Because if 

Jesus rose from the dead, so will they! And then what? 

 

There will be a physical resurrection. For Jesus it was so, it will be for us too. Jesus 

said to Mary in verse 17 of our reading, ‘don’t hold on to me’. Some have tried to get 

around this physical resurrection by saying that it was a spiritual body that Jesus used 

and the holding on referred to an emotional attachment, which I don’t agree with. But 

let’s consider other proof to support a physical resurrection.  

 

We considered earlier the idea that ‘seeing is believing’, and for the disciple Thomas 

this was truly the case. “Unless I see the nail marks in his hand…I will not believe it” he 

said (John 20:25). The following week Jesus said to him, “Put your finger here; see my 

hands…” (John 20:27). Thomas was convinced, recognising Jesus as “my Lord and my 

God” (v28).  

 

Or we could look at the story of Jesus lighting a fire on the beach (John 21:9) and 

passing out bread and fish to his disciples (John 21:13).  

 

Like Thomas, let’s be totally convinced about this: Jesus rose from the dead. And so 

will every single one of us! 



So what does this mean for me? 

 

What this meant for the apostle Paul (see 1 Thessalonians 4:15-18) was a total 

confidence in a resurrected life. In fact this resurrection was not a later idea 

introduced in the New Testament. Jesus, speaking to the Pharisees, described God as 

the God of the living because He is the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob (Matthew 

22:32). This means that these individuals who lived thousands of years ago are alive! 

 

From the words of Jesus Himself we hear that there is only one way to the Father, and 

that is though Him. It’s through belief in Him (Jesus), John 3:16, and only through Him, 

John 14:6. 

 

The Bible spells it out clearly. All will die, be raised and face judgment (Hebrews 9:27). 

Our message that Jesus is alive (because of the resurrection) is not, presently, Good 

News for everybody, because everybody has not yet said ‘yes’ to Jesus. 

 

Jesus Himself spoke about the two separate destinations, referred to as heaven and 

hell, though sometimes called hades. He told parables about such distinctions (Luke 

16:22-23), He warned people to behave because of the possibility of going there 

(Matthew 5:30 and Matthew 18:8 – twice in one Gospel!), and suggested that attitudes 

to others had an effect on the final destination as well (Matthew 25:41). 

 

We don’t know how long we have on earth. This virus is the 

unknown enemy. Unfortunately, seeing is believing doesn’t apply 

here. It doesn’t care who we are, and can take away life. That’s 

alright for us who believe in Jesus, who have accepted Him as 

the way to the Father – we know where we’re going! But what 

about the others? Jesus died and rose again – fact! Everyone will 

die and rise again – fact! 

 

Believing in Jesus is what it’s all about. Last week I encouraged us all to pray that God 

would, by His Spirit, speak to those who don’t yet know Him. This week I would like you 

to join me in praying for opportunities for us to share our belief in Jesus – not only His 

saving grace found through His cross, but also the total confidence that we have in 

knowing that His resurrection means resurrection to New Life for us too. 

 

As Jesus said to Mary,  

 

“I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.” (v17) 

  

We will all go and meet with God. May we all, and may they all, be able to meet Him 

knowing that through Jesus our relationship with God and our place in heaven is certain! 

 

The message of Easter is this: Jesus is alive! That statement affects everybody! 


