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John 6:16-24 

 

I was thinking and praying about this week’s reading and, funnily enough, the thought of 

horses came to mind. Not sea horses, those amazing little sea creatures that, I would 

assume, are found nowhere within or even near this lake, even though it’s called the Sea 

of Galilee or the Sea of Tiberias (John 6:1). No, not sea horses, but proper horses. 

 

I tried to get the connection and thought of the phrase we use as the waves break -  

white horses (and started humming a certain theme tune from decades ago!). My mind 

quickly moved on to that scene from Tolkien’s Lord of the Rings where Frodo is being 

chased by the Riders in Black. This enemy was defeated when a river suddenly turns 

into big white horses that wash them away.  

 

But that, of course, is fiction. Our story today is fact! Jesus really did walk on water. 

There is no mention of horses, white or any other colour, but we are told that the 

surface of the lake was becoming rough. Maybe the thought of horses I had actually 

meant that it was really rough, with white horses out in the middle of the lake. But 

anyway, however rough it was, Jesus walked on the water. 

 

I mentioned recently that I find it interesting the way that the Gospel writers miss out 

certain stories from their accounts. One example is the Transfiguration, referred to a 

week-or-so ago, and the fact that John was there with Jesus, Moses, Elijah, James and 

Peter yet he was the only Gospel writer not to include it. We can think of other stories 

recorded, like the wedding of Cana, that are found in John’s Gospel but not in the 

others. Each writer, it appears, chose very carefully what was important, either to him 

or for his readers, and had to miss out other things. 

 

But when it comes to today’s reading, Jesus walking on the water, we find that it’s only 

Luke who misses it out of his account of the life of Jesus. Therefore, because we have 

these three accounts (found in Matthew 14 and Mark 6, as well as John 6) of the same 

story I thought it would be right to include here other detail from the other Gospels. I 

wouldn’t usually do this if we’re following through a Gospel, but it seems right for this 

time. 

 

So, again, what is the context? All three Gospels have just explained the feeding of the 

five thousand, as we were considering last weekend. The people had come along to be 

near this person Jesus who was not only teaching with authority but also taking 

authority over sicknesses and healing people. They turned up and, as I’m sure you 

remember, were all fed with the contents of a boy’s shopping bags.  

 



Day time turns to evening and the disciples go down to the lake, get into a boat and 

head off towards the other side. Meanwhile, Jesus goes off to pray, so Matthew and 

Mark tell us, before heading out to meet them later on in the night. 

 

As I mentioned last week, I don’t believe there was a trick here. The disciples knew 

that lake well and it’s made very clear by John how far from land they had got. If a 

sandbank did exist that far from land I’m sure the disciples would not have been rowing 

alongside it. There was no trickery, no Jesus walking on a sandbank; Jesus did in fact 

walk on water! 

 

One thing we can’t be sure of is whether there was a local belief in mermaids or even 

water spirits. But one thing we can be clear on is that John describes the disciples as 

being terrified when they see the figure of somebody on the surface of the water 

(v19). Matthew and Mark say that the disciples believed they saw a ghost. 

 

But Jesus says to the disciples, ‘It is I; Don’t be afraid’. The disciples calm down and 

accept him into the boat. In Matthew’s account of this story we have Peter also getting 

out of the boat to walk to Jesus – which he did, until, as it says, he became aware of 

the wind and the waves. 

 

The lake water had grown rough, it was hard work, but immediately, John says, as soon 

as Jesus was in the boat, they reached their destination (v21). 

  

As you probably know I like the music of Christian songwriter Don Francisco. If you get 

chance you could listen to this Bible reading, based on Matthew’s version of it, in a song 

called Voyage to Genessaret. Within that he tells the story from Peter’s perspective. 

What brought that to mind was the idea of looking at this story from the angle of the 

different individuals. 

 

Let’s start off with our view of Jesus. As I said earlier on (and last week) I believe in 

miracles. If the Bible says that Jesus did something, whether it’s turning water into 

wine, healing or bringing deliverance to someone, stilling a storm or walking on water, 

then that’s good enough for me. He did it.  

 

If God, whether Father, Son, Holy Spirit, or all three together, can create time, a 

universe, plants, animals and everything we see around us; if Jesus, being God (Phil 2:6), 

came to earth to teach, to heal and to save; if Jesus rose from the dead and ascended 

to return to the Father’s side; if this is all possible, then there is no problem with 

Jesus walking on water.  

 

He is God. And is there anything God cannot do? No, there isn’t. 

 

As we have thought about previously, if we have problems we can take them to God for 

whom nothing is impossible. 



Peter, as we know from Matthew’s Gospel, did something within this story that singles 

him out, but before we get to him, let’s think about the disciples. 

 

It seems that there were enough confident and competent people in the boat when it 

came to sailing or rowing on the lake. A good number of them were fishermen, as we’re 

told when Jesus invites them to be his disciples. They weren’t all, of course, for we 

know that Matthew himself (Levi as was) had been a tax collector. But within this story 

we are told it was getting rough but they, as a whole, were not concerned about the 

conditions. They were doing what they could and it was enough. 

 

But what if I had been one of those people? I have just seen a miracle with some bread 

and fish, but am now separated from the miracle-worker, and the reality of life without 

miracles has returned. I’m in the boat, taking my turn with the oar, when someone spots 

this figure on the water. I experience terror, then relief when I know who it is. 

 

And then Peter says, ‘Can I get out of the boat?’ 

 

Peter stands up, pushes past me and lifts his foot over the side. Then he starts walking 

towards Jesus. 

 

Would I have thought, ‘I hope he sinks’ (hope not!), ‘I want to go too’, or something 

else? Would I have been tempted to stand up and follow him? 

 

So, finally, let’s consider Peter for a few moments. 

 

One thing that we can say about Peter is that he seems to have an impetuous nature. He 

seems always to be the disciple who speaks out first, and we could say, to open his 

mouth and put his foot in it.  

 

He was the disciple who replied when Jesus said, ‘Who do you say I am?’ (Matthew 

16:15), and he was the one who rebuked Jesus for suggesting He would be killed (also 

Matthew 16). He was also the one who said that he would never deny Jesus. And I 

wonder what his thoughts were when Jesus said, ‘Come on then!’ 

 

We know that he lost his faith, his nerve, his confidence when out on the water, but he 

must have had such a belief in Jesus as he stood up, passed the oar to someone else, 

and moved to the side and then over the side of the boat. 

 

I think I have been tempted for many years to think that as soon as the answer came 

from Jesus that he was petrified, but, at that moment, I don’t think that he was. He, I 

would suggest, had a total confidence in Jesus. 

 

He knew, as he stood up, he was doing something that was humanly impossible. He knew 

that it shouldn’t happen, but it already was. Jesus was walking on the water! 



So I have changed my mind about Peter here. I know we’re not told of his inner 

thoughts in the Bible accounts, so, in a way, we have to imagine. But I think he knew 

that if Jesus said, ‘Come’, then everything was going to be alright. 

 

Okay, yes, he got more than his feet wet when he lost that faith, when he looked at his 

surroundings, be that wind or wave, and he sank. What I would like to have known, 

though, is how far he got from the boat before he started sinking. Matthew says very 

clearly, “Then Peter got down out of the boat, walked on the water and came toward 

Jesus.” (Matthew 14:29) 

 

If I had been there, if I had been Peter would I have done the same? To be honest, no! 

I’m not impetuous. I would like to think that if Peter got up to go I would have also 

spoken out and asked if I could be second out of the boat, but who knows? 

 

We could spend an hour or two discussing, in this day and age, what the boat is and 

what it means to get out of it. Growing up with the idea that you reserve your Christian 

service, and effectively your Christian life, to time within the Church building, then 

just being a Christian outside of Sunday morning would be getting out. 

 

We, in this unusual time in our history, are unable to meet together in the building. So 

does this mean I’m outside the boat? Or, does stepping out mean doing something 

scary, and even impossible without God (or Jesus)? I think it’s the latter. 

  

I suppose, as Christians, we’re more used to the command ‘Go’ than ‘Come’. We have the 

Great Commission (Matthew 28:19), and maybe coming and going is the same, but just 

seen from a different perspective. If Jesus had been in the boat and said to Peter ‘Go’, 

would he have done the same? 

 

As Christians we are called to ‘come’ to Jesus, to step out of the safe and secure, our 

comfort zones, to step out to where only God can help us – to live in and with the 

supernatural, the world of the miraculous. That is a big step! 

 

But as we step out we know that Jesus is close. We may take our eyes off him when the 

circumstances distract us, but He is there to reach out and hold our hand. 

 

Here is something to ponder: Do I want Jesus to get into my boat and ensure I’m safe, 

or am I willing to step out of the boat and be part of a miracle? 

 

If you have access to the internet or have it on CD, spend time listening to and 

meditating on that song Oceans (Your lead me out upon the waters). 

 

To what end is Jesus calling for you to get out of the boat? 

 

Heavenly Father, May I hear Your voice, and may I know what You are calling me to.  


