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John 7:14-24 

 

 

Some of us are better than others at talking. 

 

I don’t mean that some know more words from the dictionary than others, and I don’t 

mean that some know more languages than others, though both of these are true. No, 

what I mean is that some of us find it easy to talk, seemingly always having things to 

talk about. 

 

As I have said before, talking does not seem to be a gift that I received, so I find it 

much easier to listen. And, to be honest, there are times when I wish I had the ability 

to talk more.  

 

I can’t, obviously, say I am envious or jealous, for these are seen as wrong, but at times 

I still think it would be good if I were more talkative. But God has chosen me as I am, 

just like he chooses you as you are.  

 

Yes, He does work on us and we are ’being transformed into his image with ever-

increasing glory’ (2 Cor 3:18) as we spend time in His presence. But the idea of God 

giving me a personality transplant just sounds wrong.  

 

Moses, for one, couldn’t speak eloquently, it says, and although God can indeed give the 

mute the ability to speak, in Moses’ case He provided a speaker for him, Aaron his 

brother (Exodus 4:10-14). 

 

Some of us are indeed better than others at talking. 

 

And in the same way I think it’s right to say that some of us are better than others at 

talking about Jesus, or about God. 

 

How many times have we spoken to a total stranger and then, as we walk away, start 

thinking, ‘I should have said something about Jesus!’ We beat ourselves up, almost 

ashamed at our reluctance to speak out in Jesus’ name. Or is this just me? 

 

I am not trying to defend myself, as this is no excuse, but I could say, ‘well, I’m a 

listener; that’s why I didn’t say anything.’ But, actually, being a listener just means that 

we have to prepare ourselves more because we know that our default is to say nothing! 

 

As the Apostle Paul says, ‘How can they hear unless someone preaches to them?’ - 

Romans 10:14. That’s not a verse just for the big-name TV evangelists, it’s for all of us. 

Yes, it’s outside our comfort zone, so be prepared, be ready, but be willing. 



 

The other problem we have is how to introduce Jesus into a conversation? Again, some 

of us find it easier than others.  

 

Sometimes the opportunity is presented – it’s just before Christmas, or Easter; you’re 

on your way to Church; they mention creation, fear or hope – but other times it just has 

to be that blunt question, ‘Do you believe in Jesus?’ 

 

As we saw in last week’s reading, even the people of Jesus’ day were divided on who He 

was (John 7:12). He was seen as a good man by some, but as someone who was deceiving 

people by others.  

 

But here we have him being at the Feast and even leaving behind his place of secrecy 

that was mentioned previously and getting involved in teaching the people (v14). 

 

When we read through the whole of John’s Gospel we become aware that in many places 

Jesus talks about Himself. For example, we have the ‘I ams’, where He says, for 

example, ‘I am the Good Shepherd’, ‘I am the Gate’, ‘I am the way, the Truth and the 

Life’. But within this reading the focus is clearly not on Jesus, but on the Father. 

 

Does Jesus ‘speak on His own’? The implied answer is ‘no’, He does not (v17). And I 

would like us to spend a few minutes considering what Jesus expected of those who 

were listening to Him at that time. 

 

Firstly, they should choose to do God’s will – verse 17 

 

And secondly, they should judge correctly – verse 24 

 

We notice that if someone chooses to do God’s will they will accept Jesus’ teaching. 

 

Every so often I hear someone say that they don’t know what God’s will is for their life. 

This is usually because they are looking for some form of personal guidance, and to be 

honest, guidance is something that is not always clear-cut. 

 

So, yes, on the very small-scale, it is sometimes difficult to fully understand what God’s 

will is, but Jesus is looking at a much bigger scale of things here. If they do God’s will, 

they will accept Jesus’ teaching. 

 

Why? Because the teaching is directly from God, the Father, verse 16. 

 

We could say that we, in the modern world, have become cynical, questioning, 

argumentative in fact, always having an opinion and always willing to argue our point.  

 

 



 

But having just been reading about Moses and his discussion with God at the non-

burning bush, it is clear that, as far as people are concerned, we are no different now 

to Moses. He actually made God angry by arguing his case. He did not want the job he 

was being called to do (Exodus 4:14). 

 

So, yes, we, like they, have a choice. When we hear the teaching of God, or Jesus, how 

do we receive it? 

 

I’m reminded of the parable of the sower that Jesus spoke to the people about. If you 

remember, there were different places that the seed fell, which were all conditions 

that decided the fate of the seed, the Word, the teaching. For some, it was not 

understood; for others, it was destroyed by persecution; and for others, it was 

swamped by the cares of the world. But there were others, and that other seed grew, 

flourished, and produced a harvest (Matthew 13). 

 

And in order to receive that word, Jesus says, the listener must be choosing to do 

God’s will.   

 

It’s a bit of a chicken-and-egg thing really, I think. Which comes first? Doing God’s will 

or hearing God’s voice? I think they go together, and they both need each other. In 

order to find out God’s will we need to read the Word, the Bible; and in order to accept 

the Word we need to do God’s will. 

 

How is your Bible reading coming along at the moment? Has the past few months helped 

you to get closer to God through both prayer and Bible reading? 

 

Like the people of Jesus’ day, we should choose to do God’s will, for this will help us to 

know what God is saying to us. 

 

And secondly, they were told that they should judge correctly, or, as it says, ‘make a 

right judgment.’ 

 

Within our reading there is reference back to a time when Jesus performed a miracle, 

verse 21. As we read the verses around this it becomes clear that it was something 

that could justify the death sentence (verses 19 and 20), and that is because this 

healing took place on a Sabbath (verse 23). 

 

We know that it would prove very difficult to produce a religion that did not have law, 

or rules. We just need to think of our own situation, whether it be our Constitution or 

Safeguarding Policy, to know that rules are a necessity in Church, just as they are in all 

aspects of life. 

 

 



 

Our thoughts of the Old Testament concerning law probably focus on the 10 

commandments (Exodus 20:3-17). And we could be tempted to say that the New 

Testament is less complicated and even less restrictive, for Jesus only mentioned 2 

commandments (Mark 12:30-31).  

 

But we are probably all aware that these two commandments were not New Testament 

inventions, as they were both taken straight from the pages of the Old Testament. 

 

The Apostle Paul, later on in the New Testament, suggests that there is a conflict 

between law and grace, and at times they can be seen as opposites. The law, introduced 

for the good of many (who, after all, wants their donkey stolen!), can be applied in such 

a way that there is no grace. 

 

Jesus picks the Jewish leaders of His day up on this point. If it is acceptable to 

circumcise a child on the Sabbath, then why is it wrong to heal ‘the whole man’? (Verse 

23) 

 

As we will see as we continue reading through John’s Gospel, Jesus again and again 

offers grace where the law calls for judgment and even death. 

 

Here, He says to the people, make the right decision. 

 

Their law, or at least their interpretation of the law, says condemnation; Jesus 

suggests that God’s spoken Word is different. 

 

“Which is lawful on the Sabbath: to do good or to do evil, to save life or to kill?” 

            Mark 3:4 

 

Even today we need to try and get the balance right between law and grace. 

 

The Jews of Jesus’ day were judging by how something appeared, maybe suggesting 

that they were making decisions without gaining full knowledge at least of the situation 

as it was, let alone seeking wisdom or judgment from God. 

 

It was Jesus’ challenge to the people then; maybe it’s Jesus’ challenge to us today. We 

may not see ourselves as religious leaders or Pharisees, especially not those in 

opposition to Jesus, but is there something here we need to notice? 

 

We, also, should choose to do God’s will. 

And we, also, should make right judgments. 

 

And, I would suggest, for both of these, we need to find time to rest in God’s presence, 

to meditate on His Word, and to be guided, as best we can, by the Holy Spirit. 


