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This Is Who Jesus Is 

 

Have you ever felt that people are just against you?  That maybe others just don’t understand you?  That 

no matter what you are doing to help them – they just don’t want to know and would rather make false 

accusations against you than listen to you, or even just show you the respect we each deserve as human 

beings?  Perhaps Jesus was feeling He was in that sort of situation, He’d gone out of His way, very much 

so, for the sake of those He was talking to, and they just did not want to know – all they could do, it 

seems, was reject Him, reject what He said, and basically ridicule Him. 

 

Fair enough, we can probably understand such a response, after all there are probably many ideas and 

theories and statements about all sorts of things which we today are not willing to accept – I hope so, 

otherwise we would be just blown this way and that like chaff in the wind.  But if we are going to reject 

what we hear then we need to have good reason for doing so, which brings us back to this passage from 

John’s Gospel, chapter 8.  We picked up the narrative from where we left off last Sunday – where Jesus 

was basically saying “Look – I am telling you the truth, why won’t you believe me...” and He went on to 

explain that those who “belong to God” will gladly listen to what God says, but those who won’t listen 

simply do not belong to God, they are not His true followers and worshippers, they are not really part of 

God’s family, even if they think they are, and as such were not able to accept and understand and believe. 

 

This had got many of those listening rather upset and angry and they let their feelings be known, calling 

Jesus a demon-possessed Samaritan.  In the culture of the day that was pretty harsh – calling anyone a 

Samaritan was bad enough – such was to callout someone as the lowest of the low, but to say He was 

demon-possessed as well, that really was scraping the barrel in terms of insult.  And this was Jesus they 

were talking about!   

 

But what Jesus said next convinced some people even more – “I tell you the truth – anyone who obeys 

my teaching will never die.”  Understandably that seemed to be so totally unbelievable to many of those 

listening – surely that is one of those inevitables of life – that we will each die?  Jesus wasn’t really talking 

about death as the ending of our earthly life, more importantly He was reassuring those obeying His 

teaching that they would not confront or experience death in its terror as the separation from God – after 

all Jesus calls us to join Him in eternal life, indeed to share eternity with Him and Our Heavenly Father, 

that’s what He has in store for everyone of us who truly believes in Him and obeys His teaching.   

 

This was hard for those listening at the time; it seemed to them that Jesus was making Himself out to be 

even greater than their revered ancestor Abraham whom God had called upon to leave his home and to 

travel to the land of Canaan so many years before – they looked upon Abraham as their father-figure – 

the father of their nation; surely no one could be better than he; but more of that later. 

 

Jesus talks here about truth and about obedience and about being glorified, so what is truth.  Jesus talks 

elsewhere (John 14 v6) about He Himself being “the way, the truth and the life...”  When we think of truth 

we probably think of that word in the sense of someone “telling  the truth” – someone telling us 
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something that is accurate, reliable, honest, free from embellishment, completely void of any dishonesty 

or lying or falsehood, is completely dependable and trustworthy, it’s genuine, accurate and fact.  So is 

that what we think about Jesus and what He says?  Is He completely trustworthy and reliable, does He tell 

the truth without a word of a lie, can we rely on Him and on what He has said and indeed what He says – 

yes we can!   

 

His listeners reminded Jesus that He had said that “Anyone who obeys my teachings will never die...”  

There are many places in the Bible, including amongst Our Lord’s teachings, where there is guidance or 

direction given over how we should live our lives, and that teaching is very important – our faith, if 

genuine, is a life-changing faith but is one where we do need guidance to understand God’s will for us in 

the way we live our lives –  we are called upon to live lives that reflect God’s Heavenly Kingdom rather 

than simply merging indistinguishably with the lives of everyone else around us.  But life as a Christian, as 

a follower of Jesus, as one of His disciples, is not a matter of simply ticking off things on a to do list in 

order to get to heaven, rather like going round the supermarket and ticking off what we have bought and 

once we’ve got everything on the list then we have achieved success.  No, life as one of Jesus’ disciples, as 

a believer journeying on His heavenward road, is one of trust, belief, faith, a deep and growing 

relationship with Jesus and the indwelling of the Holy Spirit, and because of those things we will live our 

lives differently in some ways to others around us who are not on that same path, live our lives differently 

in a way that evidences our obedience to His will and teaching. 

 

In a sense we can say there are two main pathways through life – one leads to eternal life in heaven, the 

other to judgement and hell.  Unpopular though that concept is for many people – think of it as the place 

reserved for the eternal punishment of the devil and his followers, difficult to see that this would be 

anyone’s destination of choice.  Jesus gave up everything in His desire to help people to move on to the 

path leading to eternal life with Him – that’s the path He wants you and me to be on and He has promised 

that everyone who stays on that path of trust and obedience to Him and His truth will have a heavenly 

home waiting for them.  Thinking of it like that – surely it is the path of choice for you and me, and the 

one we want others to be on as well, but it wasn’t so for many of His listeners at the time. 

 

Perhaps their problem was simply the concept of “faith.”  It’s something we expect of people who are 

followers of our Lord – but it can make significant demands of us.  The writer to Hebrews (Hebrews 11 v1) 

explains faith as “the confidence that what we hope for will actually happen – it gives assurance about 

things we cannot see...” and goes on to give examples such as understanding that the entire universe was 

formed at God’s command.  At the start of his gospel John also comments about God (through Jesus, part 

of the god-head) being responsible for all of creation.  Whether we believe that or not is a matter of faith.  

Whether we believe Jesus’ claim to be the Son of God is a matter of faith, the same goes for the promise 

of eternity with our Lord and Saviour.  That is absolutely not to suggest these things are not true, not 

even to suggest that we should question them – it’s what we believe, what and more importantly Who 

we have faith in, that sets Christians apart as holy people, members of the Kingdom of Heaven – which is 

what we are called to be.  The Message translates that verse from Hebrews in this way “The fundamental 

fact of existence is that this trust in God, this faith, is the firm foundation under everything that makes life 

worth living.  It’s our handle on what we can’t see...”  Without faith our relationship with God would not 

and could not be what it needs to be. 
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So back to Abraham... he had died, in the earthly sense at least, and Jesus’ listeners were very conscious 

of that fact.  But Jesus mentions that Abraham had “rejoiced as he looked forward to” the time of Jesus. 

So what was the significance of mentioning Abraham?  He was somewhat revered by the people of Israel 

down through the centuries, but not just revered – there was a strong sense that because they could 

claim Abraham as their “father” they felt “safe”, that they were protected from God’s wrath or 

judgement because of a special relationship with God.  They were relying upon that relationship for their 

own benefit, but what Jesus is saying in this last part of John 8 is that there was no point in claiming 

protection because of Abraham – at the end of the day it’s one’s own relationship with God that counts, 

not the relationship of any of our ancestors.  The fact that these people were physical descendants of 

Abraham did not ensure they were on the pathway to heaven – just as today we would say that just 

because our natural parents are believers or are church goers doesn’t mean that either; to put it another 

way perhaps – those of us who believe may be called children of God, but we need to remember – God 

does not have any grandchildren! And it’s our personal relationship based on Jesus’ sacrifice and our 

repentance for what we have done wrong and His forgiveness of those things and our belief and faith and 

obedience to His word and will that are important, rather than our earthly heritage or the faith of our 

parents or forebears that matters. 

 

Then Jesus makes the boldest statement of all.  In response to the question “How can you say you have 

seen Abraham?” He comments “I tell you the truth, before Abraham was born I AM.” That was like a red 

rag to a bull, how dare Jesus make such a claim, because what He was saying in those last two words, was 

that He, Jesus, was and is God.  He was using the name for God that God had used when meeting Moses 

at the burning bush.  He is claiming to be the Almighty and Heavenly God, the giver of all life and indeed 

of all existence, the One who is beyond definition and comparison and limit, the eternal one who is way 

beyond anything we can fully understand or explain – God Himself; this is who Jesus is – God in human 

form giving Himself for the benefit of the people of this world, and why – because He loves us and wants 

to share eternity with us.  So why the sacrifice on the cross? – so that He can take the punishment for our 

sins, can wipe our sins away and make us righteous and holy in His sight – fit for that eternal life in 

heaven – and that’s not something we can do ourselves and it won’t happen either unless we have faith 

in Jesus, unless we believe in Him and live our lives in obedience to Him and seek the indwelling of His 

Holy Spirit to guide us throughout every moment of every day. 

 

This is the Jesus whom we worship and is the Jesus whose life and death and resurrection we celebrate as 

we join together in communion today.  True it’s not communion as we have known it all gathered 

together in one place, but the meaning is the same as we join together in a few moments to share in 

bread and cup, it’s the same Jesus whom we remember – the greatest person who ever lived and the only 

one who was fully human and yet fully divine, the only one who could bring about creation and the only 

one through whom there is forgiveness of sins and a welcome into eternal life.  Jesus our Lord. 

 

Wishing every blessing in our Lord 

 

Jonathan 


