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John 7:25-44 

 

“But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the clans of Judah,  

out of you will come for me one who will be ruler over Israel,  

whose origins are from of old, from ancient times.” 

          –  Micah 5:2 

 

We probably know this verse as one of the prophecies about Jesus. And in the New 

Testament account of the Christmas story, as we remember each year, we will be aware 

that Jesus was born in Bethlehem – see, for example, Matthew 2:1 and Luke 2:15.  

 

Of course, 2,000 years ago there was no such thing as Christmas. Yes, Jesus had been 

born, was living and breathing, but the idea of remembering his birth was not top of 

anyone’s agenda, and would not be on anybody’s diary or calendar. 

 

The year of our reading was around 30 or 31 AD, and within this passage we hear the 

questions and debate of the crowd at the feast.  

 

Jesus, if you remember, originally crept into the feast secretly, not wanting to make 

his presence known (John 7:10). Then, part-way through the week, He began teaching 

(John 7:14). By now we could almost imagine Him being ‘centre-stage’.  

 

No more secrecy, but rather in plain sight of everybody. And the question being raised 

all around the temple at that time, and all the way through these verses, is whether 

Jesus is the Christ. 

 

As we know, the word ‘Christ’ is not a surname, but a title, meaning the same as Messiah 

- the anointed one. In the Old Testament, for example Leviticus 4, verses 3 and 5, the 

High Priest especially was referred to as the anointed one, yet the people were looking 

forward to someone even more than a High Priest. They already had one of them, but 

he was obviously not fulfilling their ideas of the Christ. So they waited, and watched! 

 

Throughout the people’s history, as our Bible clearly shows, there had been times of 

deliverance. They had Moses rescuing the people from Egypt: they had Esther (and 

Mordecai) saving them from extermination; they had king David, and on a smaller scale, 

the Judges (as in the book of Judges), like Gideon and Samson.  

 

And in their more recent history, just under 200 years prior to when this Feast was 

taking place, there was the uprising against the then lords of their land, the Seleucids, 

by the Maccabeans. Unlike the mentioned events from the Old Testament, the 

Maccabean revolt was put down – obviously the Christ was not in that.  

 



 

See 1 Maccabees in the Apocrypha (found in some Bibles, or found on Google or other 

search engines) for more details of that revolt. 

 

But the Christ would come, and, it would appear, perform miracles, verse 31. For some 

of those there at the time, this was as much proof as they needed. 

 

There is an interesting twist to this story, I think. It is suggested that the authorities 

are leaving Jesus alive possibly because they think that He is the Christ – verse 26.  

 

It brings to mind the question that Jesus was asked elsewhere, “By whose authority are 

you doing these things?” (Matthew 21:23-27) They didn’t know. 

 

Towards the end of our reading, verse 43, just like previously in verse 12 of John 7, we 

are told that the people were divided in their view of Him. Could He really be the 

Christ? 

 

It is stated that the Christ should not come from Galilee – verse 41 

 

(This maybe reminds us of the time when Jesus met Nathanael for the first time: 

“Nazareth! Can anything good come from there?” Nathanael asked. – John 1:46) 

 

It is stated that the Christ should have come from Bethlehem – verse 42. 

 

It is stated that the Christ’s place of origin should actually be unknown – verse 27 

 

The people struggled with this question: ‘Going on what we know, is this man Jesus 

really the Christ?’ 

 

From our point in history, and being part of The Church today, we know the answer. 

After all, we do celebrate Christ-mas and we call ourselves Christ-ians – although we do 

know that this latter term, that we use so freely today, was originally said in a 

derogatory, insulting way (Acts 11:26). 

 

Within our passage today Jesus does not directly answer the question as to whether He 

is or is not the Christ. Later on He does claim that title for Himself, when He says the 

following: 

 

“Now this is eternal life: that they know you, the only true God,  

and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent.” 

- John 17:3 

 

 

 



Elsewhere, when John the Baptist’s disciples ask Him whether He is the one, He replies: 

 

“Go back and report to John what you hear and see:  

The blind receive sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy are cleansed,  

the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the good news is proclaimed to the poor.” 

- Matthew 11:4-5 

 

Here it is the proof, as seen in miracles, that should be enough to convince John’s 

disciples of who Jesus is. But in John 7 Jesus does not point to the miracles that He 

has clearly been performing. Instead He focuses on where He is from. 

 

As we noted earlier, where Jesus had come from was important, even though there was 

a bit of a disagreement about where the Christ originates. 

 

Yet, although His first reply suggests that they do know where He is from (verse 28) 

He quickly changes the focus from the original place to the present activity. Yes, He is 

from somewhere, but actually He has been sent (verse 28 and 33), and He will return to 

the One who sent Him. 

 

Although He is not named, we know, from our place in time, that He came from God, the 

Father, to whom He would be returning in due course. 

 

So, in a way, He was from Nazareth in Galilee, He was from Bethlehem, but He was also 

from Heaven. As we remember from John’s prologue: 

 

‘In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  

He was with God in the beginning.’ 

          - John 1:1-2 

 

But even then, they, as John tells us, knew that Jesus was referring to His having come 

from Heaven because ‘they tried to seize Him’ (v30). 

 

He was, and is, the Christ, the Anointed One.  

 

He came from Bethlehem to fulfil Scripture, and also from Heaven because He was, and 

is, fully human and fully divine. 

 

He came to bring life. 

 

‘On the last and greatest day of the festival, Jesus stood and said in a loud voice,  

“Let anyone who is thirsty come to me and drink.”’ 

          - John 7:37 

 

 



 

Later on in John’s Gospel we will come across Jesus being the vine, and recently we have 

considered where He spoke about His body being bread and His blood being a drink, as, 

I suggested, He looked forward to our remembering Him in Communion. 

 

But here He is water, or the provider of water. 

 

Is He pointing the people back into their ancient history, to where Moses gets life-

giving water from a rock (Exodus 17:6)? For us the idea of water could bring to mind 

the story of Jesus turning water into wine, John 2, or His conversation with the 

Samaritan woman at the well, John 4. 

 

But John goes on to explain the meaning for us (v39). For those who ‘believe in Him’ –

there’s that word ‘believe’ again – will receive the Holy Spirit, once His time has come 

(v30) and He is glorified (v39). Glorified here suggests His death and maybe also His 

resurrection. When this has happened we can drink of Him, receiving the Holy Spirit. 

 

And then, just as we are blessed by the receiving of this water, so we can be a blessing 

to others. 

 

We know from the Apostle Paul’s writings that the receiving of the Holy Spirit is not so 

we can feel more or less important (or blessed) than others (1 Corinthians 12:15, 21); we 

know that the Holy Spirit was given for the mutual blessing of all: 

 

‘Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good.’ 

- 1 Corinthians 12:7 

 

Likewise, here, we see that the Holy Spirit is not just for the individual’s benefit; 

rather, He comes in order to bless others. 

 

“Whoever believes in me, as Scripture has said,  

rivers of living water will flow from within them.” 

- John 7:38 

 

If Jesus is the Christ, if He came from Heaven and we believe in Him, rivers of living 

water will flow from within us. 

 

What sort of a blessing are you to those around? What is that living water changing? 

 

To the thirsty who surround us, just like for Moses and the rock that gave water, we 

are to give life-giving water. Through words and through actions, you are a blessing. 

 

Bless your family; bless your town; bless your country; bless the world; be a blessing. 


