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John 7:45-8:11 

 

Within our reading today we find two people who are being accused of doing wrong. The 

first is accused by ‘the Chief priests and the Pharisees’ (7:45), the second by ‘the 

Teachers of the law and the Pharisees’ (8:3). Yet the two individuals in question couldn’t 

be more different. 

 

The first person, of course, is Jesus. Throughout chapter 7 of John’s Gospel we have 

been told again and again that Jesus is in danger of being dragged away by the temple 

guards because of His teaching. Or maybe it was because the religious leaders of His 

day feared an uprising.  

 

As we thought of last week as we looked at the previous verses from John 7, the people 

were waiting for a Messiah, a Christ to turn up, and some were wondering whether 

Jesus really was He. There was an expectation, at least for some, that when this 

Messiah came there would be a military-style revolt to reclaim the land for the Jews.  

 

The religious leaders didn’t want this, for the Romans, being the occupying force, would 

have destroyed any such uprising. These leaders would then have lost the goodwill of 

the Romans and any privileges or freedoms that they were presently enjoying.   

 

But Jesus, although He was the Christ for whom they waited, had not, as we know, come 

in order to rid the land of the foreign army and government. He did turn over tables 

(John 2:15), and He could, if He chose to, have called upon a whole host of angels to 

fight on His behalf (Matthew 26:53). But that was not His way, not why He was here.  

 

The leaders didn’t know this, so He was feared and hated, and temple guards were sent 

to arrest Him.  

 

A number of things mark Him out from the second person in our reading. His teaching 

and His calling stand out, which, of course, were different to anyone else’s. But there is 

also the fact that Jesus was perfect.  

 

For we do not have a high priest who is unable to empathize with our weaknesses,  

but we have one who has been tempted in every way,  

just as we are — yet he did not sin. 

           Hebrews 4:15 

 

Jesus, then, was without sin. This is something that we can’t say about the other person 

we read of here. 

 

 



 

There was a woman, we are told, who was actually caught committing sin (John 8:3). We 

must assume that she was with another, but, for whatever reason, the other person was 

not brought before Jesus in the way that she was. We are left with the idea that this 

other was much too important, maybe had too much to lose, for him to be revealed as a 

sinner in public.  

 

This reminds me of the Christianity Explored video where they had pictures and 

posters of everything someone had ever done stuck to a wall for all to see. Yes, there 

were the good times, and times that they had helped and cared for others, but there 

were other times, about things that they would prefer to remain hidden away. That’s 

the invisible man in this story. He had a side to him that he preferred to keep away 

from the public. And obviously he had friends, or maybe people he had influence over, 

who allowed him to get away without the public humiliation that the woman received. 

 

I think it was the same video that gave the example of a practical joke played on some 

friends by the Sherlock Holmes author, Sir Arthur Conan Doyle. He wrote to ten 

friends with the brief message, ‘Flee! All is revealed.’ Five of them fled the country! 

They clearly had something hidden away. This man did too. There’s a good chance that 

we do too. 

 

That man, caught in the same room as the woman, was not brought forward to accept 

whatever sentence was due. He had something to hide, and he was allowed to hide it.   

 

So it was just the woman, not sinless and not perfect, who was brought before Jesus. 

 

The teachers of the law, of course, knew the law, and therefore knew what should 

happen. She was guilty, therefore she must be killed. 

 

We know it so well. It’s the story that, for me, gives us the most intriguing question of 

the Bible: What was Jesus writing on the ground (8:6, 8)? 

 

We could come up with some ideas, but for John and therefore for us too, whatever 

was written is not important. It seems to be offered as a distraction while all of the 

drama was going on around Him. 

 

Jesus, as we know, ignores the commotion until He is asked a direct question, when He 

is asked for His understanding and application of the law. 

 

What we remember is that Jesus has been teaching through the week of the Feast. 

There was a question asked previously of how He knows so much as He was someone who 

hasn’t been formally trained (7:15). Yet He taught. 

 

 



 

And in order to test Him, to ensure He could offer judgment as well as His knowledge 

of the law, the woman was brought to Him. Was He willing to uphold the law and 

condemn her?  

 

John tells us that the whole thing was a trap. Jesus clearly doesn’t fall into it. I think 

the religious teachers had recognised His caring side and were hoping He would say, 

‘Let her go!’ thus showing to everyone that He was willing to go against the law.  

 

He does go against the law, as we see, but in a way that nobody expected, and in a way 

that challenges everybody who was there.  

 

“Let any one of you who is without sin be the first to throw a stone at her.” 

           John 8:7 

 

And later: 

 

“Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned you?” 

           John 8:10 

 

The woman is freed of her tormentors and Jesus is freed of those who were trying to 

trap Him. 

 

There was, of course, somebody present who could have thrown the first stone, but He 

chose not to. He, of course, was Jesus. 

 

Later on, both in time and in the Bible, we come across the Apostle Paul making a 

distinction between law and grace, and this seems to be the question within the story 

of this woman. Law says that she must die; yet Jesus offers grace in an unusual way. 

 

Yes, she is worthy of death, for she has clearly been caught. 

 

But Paul will write later that, 

 

…the wages of sin is death… 

           Romans 6:23 

 

So, Jesus asks the crowd that surrounds the woman, which of you is not worthy of 

death? 

 

What Jesus has not said is that the woman is sinless, faultless, innocent – that would 

have got Him into trouble with the authorities – because she clearly was not. She was 

guilty! 

 



Instead, His way of showing grace to the woman is by challenging her accusers. They 

say she is guilty of sin, worthy of death, and they are right; Jesus, in a very subtle way, 

says that they too are also guilty of sin. Why should she be killed if they are not? 

 

I remember somebody once explaining to me that if we point our finger at somebody 

(like the crowd were at the woman), there are three fingers pointing back at us! 

 

It reminds me of Jesus’ teaching on the speck in your neighbour’s eye (Matthew 7:3-4). 

There was in that day, and maybe still today, that desire to claim the ‘moral high 

ground’. It almost makes us feel ‘holy’ to be showing someone else their failings. 

 

Admittedly, sin is sin, and we are encouraged to share concern for, or even confront, 

someone who is clearly in the wrong; but the message from our reading today is that 

there is a right and a wrong way of doing this. 

 

I remember someone once saying that we can tell whether it is our Father God or the 

devil showing us our sin: The Father convicts; the devil condemns. 

 

Therefore, when I am reminded of my sin I need to ask myself a question. Do I feel 

that I have failed in such a way that I can never be forgiven, and therefore I might as 

well forget God because He won’t accept me? Or do I feel that I have messed up and 

therefore need to come back to God, acknowledging my failings and taking that 

decision, with God’s help, to never do it again? Moving away from God, or towards Him? 

 

It is clear where the teachers of the law and the Pharisees in the story were coming 

from. For them the law required justice, and justice was condemnation. But what we 

learn from the Old Testament law is that it was pretty well impossible to keep, and 

even by keeping the law, as the New Testament tells us, doesn’t mean we’re right with 

God (Hebrews 7:19). 

 

A couple of weeks ago we noticed Jesus’ advice to those who were listening, where He 

said that they should ‘make a right judgement’ (John 7:24). Now, you could say, we are 

being encouraged to add grace to that judgement. 

 

That woman should have been killed for her sin. I, and may I also add, you, should have 

been killed because of sin. But Jesus brings grace! He does expect change, though: 

 

“Go now and leave your life of sin.” 

           John 8:11 

 

So, please, don’t be like the teachers and the Pharisees! As that old wristband says, 

WWJD – What Would Jesus Do? 

 

Yes, we have the law, but, please, overlay it with grace. That’s the message of Jesus! 


