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John 10:22-42 

 

As I read through this passage I notice in particular one question that is asked; this, in 

turn, raises a question in my own mind. 

 

Verse 24, “If you are the Christ, tell us plainly.” They ask, are you the Christ, the 

Messiah, the Saviour, the One we’ve been waiting for? That is their question. My 

question, in response to this, is, is it possible to be the Messiah without committing 

blasphemy? 

 

If they were looking for a Christ, who would he be? Would he be a man who suddenly 

turned up and started telling people that they needed to get right with God? They 

already had one such man in their midst, and, the Bible says, they, the Jewish religious 

leaders and Pharisees, couldn’t work out whether his authority came from God or man. 

They didn’t accept him. This person, of course, was John the Baptist. 

 

Many of the people did turn back to God in response to John’s challenges, yet he was 

not the Christ. Could it be possible that Jesus was? “Tell us,” they said. 

 

Jesus’ response reminds me of the time when John the Baptist was in prison and he 

sent his own disciples to find out if Jesus was the One (Matthew 11:2-3). What He did 

not say was, “Yes, it’s me.” Later on in John’s Gospel we have Jesus declare such things 

as, “I am the way, the truth and the life” (John 14:6), but there in Matthew’s Gospel, as 

well as here, rather than pointing to Himself, he points to other things, the deeds, the 

signs, the miracles. 

 

His response to John’s disciples was this:  

 

“Go back and report to John what you hear and see:  

The blind receive sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy are cleansed,  

the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the good news is proclaimed to the poor…” 

           Matthew 11:4-5 

 

And here, likewise, Jesus’ answer to the Pharisees and others around who want to know 

whether He is the Christ is this: Look to the miracles! 

 

John, the Gospel writer, makes the point that John the Baptist was never enabled to 

perform a miracle (verse 41). His ministry was a ministry of preaching and baptising. He 

could never have pointed to a God-given gift of miracles such as some prophets from 

the Old Testament and Jesus performed. 

 

 



 

But Jesus says to His listeners here, “The miracles I do in My Father’s name speak for 

me” (verse 25). 

 

As you probably know, I enjoy relaxing in front of the television every so often. Two of 

my favourite series are Sherlock and Jonathan Creek. I like the humour as well as the 

storyline, but there is one thing that both of these programmes are unable to contain. 

That is the possibility of a miracle. 

 

Both have this underlying belief that everything can be explained. Of course, this 

makes sense for general viewing, because miracles cannot be explained by thinking and 

deduction. 

 

We have many miracles described for us in the Gospels, and some people have even 

tried to explain them away. The feeding of the 5,000, for example, where everyone got 

their own packed lunch out as soon as Jesus broke the bread and the fish; the walking 

on the water, where Jesus was actually following a sand bank. Some people go to great 

lengths to remove the miraculous, downgrading miracles and the Gospel writers’ wisdom! 

 

But there’s feeding the 5,000, walking on water, performing healings, turning water into 

wine - the list goes on. Miracles really happened. Maybe that’s why John, in this 

passage, includes that key word again - ‘believe’. “Believe the miracles,” Jesus says 

(verse 38). Obviously, some people will never be convinced! 

 

In theory, rather than Jesus saying that they should look to the miracles, He could 

have said look to the good deeds. Elsewhere Jesus says: 

 

“In the same way, let your light shine before others,  

that they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.” 

           Matthew 5:16 

 

We are also told within the story of the sheep and the goats (Matthew 25:31-46) that 

it is important to do good deeds, to help, to support. But Jesus does not point to such 

things in this passage. He points to miracles. 

 

And, quite clearly, as the conversation moves on, Jesus oversteps the mark, and the 

crowd around Him start picking up stones (verse 31). Jesus’ response brings them 

straight back to what they could not explain, the miracles. 

 

The people reply that it’s not about the miracles, it’s about the words that He is 

speaking, but surely they must be linked. As they ask Him elsewhere, “By what 

authority are you doing these things?” (Matthew 21:23) 

 

 



 

Where does the power to perform miracles come from?  

 

Jesus is saying that it’s from His Father, God. The miracles prove Jesus is from God, 

and His conversation follows from there.  

 

The Pharisees, it seems, marginalise, even forget the miracles, and concentrate more on 

the words. Maybe this is because it’s all that they are able to use, or have experienced, 

themselves.  

 

Maybe this is why there was the emphasis by the New Testament Church on miracles. 

As that ex-Pharisee Paul (the Apostle) wrote: 

 

My message and my preaching were not with wise and persuasive words,  

but with a demonstration of the Spirit’s power… 

          1 Corinthians 2:4 

 

Maybe the Pharisees concentrated more on wisdom and persuasion? 

 

And Peter, with John, by the gate Beautiful, said to the beggar: 

 

“Silver or gold I do not have, but what I do have I give you.  

In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, walk.” 

          Acts 3:6 

 

Whose authority did they speak in? In the Name of Jesus! In the Name of the Father! 

We could even add, by the Power of the Spirit! 

 

Nicodemus, we remember, came to Jesus one evening. He was a Pharisee, but one who 

would, in time, believe in Jesus. He, like the other Pharisees, may well have been 

steeped in the Old Testament Law, he may have known the words, and even the acts, of 

the prophets, but when it came to the miraculous he was clueless. 

 

He was well-versed in Scripture, but ignorant of God’s power. Jesus said to him, “You 

must be born again” (John 3:7). Nicodemus didn’t understand! The problem was that it’s 

impossible! But, as we know, all things are possible with God! (Matthew 19:26) 

 

Have you ever seen a miracle? Has a miracle ever happened to you? 

 

My apologies for the trick questions. As a part of a Church the answer to both of these 

must be ‘yes’! 

 

If you are a Christian then you have been born again, and that is a supernatural thing, a 

miracle.  



 

If you have met someone who is a Christian, the same thing has happened to them, too.  

 

You are a walking, talking miracle.  

 

You may not have seen someone experience a visible miracle, such as a healing, you may 

not have seen someone delivered from demons or being raised back from the dead – 

remember what Jesus’ disciples were empowered to do when He sent them out: 

 

“As you go, proclaim this message: ‘The kingdom of heaven has come near.’ 

Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse those who have leprosy, drive out demons. 

          Matthew 10:7-8 

 

You may have actually seen none of these visual miracles, but you have been born again! 

As Paul says, the mortal puts on immortality (1 Corinthians 15:53-54). You have 

experienced a miracle! You were changed! You were born again! 

 

Jesus, as we read through John chapter 10, pointed to the miracles, and He spoke to 

those around Him, yet still many of them were unconvinced.  

 

We could say it’s exactly the same for us today. Okay, we are not Jesus, and we cannot 

say that we have literally been sent into the world by our Father (verse 36). But, in 

theory, if not in practise, we can show (or at least describe) a miracle – that’s us, you 

and me – and we can speak to others about God, His Word, and His Will. 

 

Jesus got into trouble for this, and so may we. As we know, other believers around the 

world suffer so much more than we may ever have to. 

 

Jesus was nearly stoned, killed for what He was saying. We may be persecuted or 

become the local laughing-stock if we speak out the truth of God’s power in our lives. 

 

The prophets of old were enabled to perform miracles; Jesus and some New Testament 

believers also were able to perform miracles; and God is the same, yesterday, today and 

forever. 

 

As a believer, God has done a miracle in your life. And as we pray we believe that God 

will perform miracles in our life or other people’s lives. 

 

Is Jesus from God, representing God’s way to the world around Him? Yes, John says, 

He is. 

 

Are we from God, appointed to speak and given authority to bring change in the world 

through our prayers? Yes, we are. Miracles are taking place all around us. As we point 

others to them, may God perform a miracle in them. New birth, born again! A miracle! 


