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John 11:27-37 
 
 
Within John Stainer’s song ‘Is it nothing to you?’ from his musical production called The 
Crucifixion we have the following words, intended to be from Jesus: 
 

“I wept for the sorrows and pains of Men; 
I healed them and helped them and loved them; 

But then, but then, they shouted against me – Crucify!” 
 
Here we have a picture of Jesus’ mission, and emotions, as well as the reaction of the 
people towards Him. 
 
But within John chapter 11 we have not yet got to the end of Jesus’ ministry, with His 
arrest, trial and crucifixion.  
 
When we looked at some previous verses (last week) we recognised that John may not 
have put down his material in correct chronological sequence, as he referred back(?) to 
Jesus’ foot-washing by Mary (John 11:2) although he didn’t describe it as happening 
until later (see John 12:3). But saying that, it is widely accepted that Jesus’ ministry 
lasted for 3 years, and that is based on John’s three references to Jesus going up to 
Jerusalem for the festival – hence, three consecutive years! 
 
What we do see in John’s Gospel is that the final week of Jesus’ life, if we see this as 
beginning with the Triumphal Entry (our Palm Sunday celebration), begins in chapter 12, 
only just past half way through the Gospel. Obviously, for John, those last few days 
contained so much that needed to be written down that he had to miss a lot of other 
information out. As he puts it himself:  
 
Jesus did many other things as well. If every one of them were written down, I suppose 

that even the whole world would not have room for the books that would be written. 
            John 21:25 
 
Yes, He did do many things. We have the other Gospels to help us have a more complete 
picture of who Jesus is and what He did. But, thankfully, John did include this story of 
Jesus and His special friends who lived in the village of Bethany. 
 
We were thinking last week, when we looked at the beginning of this story, about the 
foreknowledge of Jesus. He knew that Lazarus would not die from his sickness. Or, 
maybe we should say, He knew that although Lazarus would die that he would not stay 
dead for long! 



 
The other thing that we learned from that earlier reading is that Jesus loved Lazarus 
and his sisters. As we noticed last week, Jesus’ love for an individual, expressed in 
those words, is quite hard to find in the Gospels. But we do know that ‘God loved the 
world’ (John 3:16), where the world means the people living upon it. And we believe that 
Jesus loved us so much that He gave His life for us, each one of us. Jesus, I think it 
fair to say, loves you! 
 
Unfortunately, even though Jesus loves us, we have to, at times, go through some 
difficult, even painful, situations. 
 
Here, in John chapter 11, we have Mary and Martha, dear friends of Jesus, watching on 
as their brother gets worse and worse. They have a miracle-worker as a really close 
friend, yet their brother is dying. 
 
We are not told what is wrong with Lazarus, but there could well have been some caring 
and maybe running errands to provide for him over the last few weeks or days. On top 
of this there is the compassion they felt, maybe even grief. There was probably a 
feeling of impotence, watching on, but unable to bring about help or healing. 
 
Friends and neighbours were probably offering their own concern and possibly help 
during the sickness, but still he gets worse and finally dies. 
 
Where is God in this? Where is Jesus? 
 
Within our reading both Martha and Mary speak with Jesus. He could have got rid of 
the sickness, after all, He had for others during His ministry. As one of the neighbours 
says, in verse 37:  
 

“Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?” 
 
That is a good question to ask. John puts it in the mouth of the neighbours here, and 
Mary expresses them herself in verse 32. Could not Jesus have healed him? 
 
Jesus had brought healing to the blind man mentioned (John 9:6-7). He had, of course, 
healed many others. If He healed people that He didn’t know personally, like this blind 
man, why should He not heal a person whom He did know, a family for which John 
recognises Jesus’ love? 
 
But Jesus, as we remember, delayed for two days (John 11:6), purposely to make sure 
that Lazarus was dead when He arrived (John 11:15). 
 
The sisters went through an awful time. Jesus knew and did nothing! 
 



 
Well, actually He did do something, but not what Martha and Mary were wanting Him to 
do. 
 
I would imagine most of us are quite good at reading our Bibles. Some of us may be 
using a Bible in a Year reading plan, or some other aid. But even if not, it could well be 
part of our time of devotion, each day, each week. 
 
And probably some of us have tried, at times, to learn certain verses. John 3:16 we may 
all know, but here, in John chapter 11, we have an easy verse to learn. And as we 
consider its meaning, we could put it up there with John 3:16. It is: 
 

Jesus wept. 
John 11:35 

            
He wasn’t, of course, weeping over His own personal loss of Lazarus, for He knew what 
would happen next. He knew He would see him again. 
 
I see the process towards the weeping beginning in verse 33. He saw Mary weeping, and 
others who were with her. He was ‘moved in spirit and troubled’, and not long after 
‘Jesus wept’. 
 
There is reference in one other place in the Gospels to Jesus weeping: 
 

As he approached Jerusalem and saw the city, he wept over it and said,  
“If you, even you, had only known on this day what would bring you peace 

—but now it is hidden from your eyes.” 
           Luke 19:41-42 
 
Jesus clearly has compassion for people. 
 
So many people in Jerusalem. So many people that the Father loved so much that He 
sent Jesus for. So many people that were looking for a Messiah. And Jesus wept! 
 
Here, in John chapter 11, He sees the pain, the distress, the grief in the people around 
Him and He weeps. He knows that He can change their mourning, or as it says in Psalm 
30 verse 11, their wailing into dancing. In fact, for a full picture of what He is able to 
do for them, read the whole of Psalm 30. 
 
Elsewhere we read of the ‘pity’ of Jesus as He reaches out and brings healing and 
wholeness. He was given the opportunity of stopping this pain and sadness before, but, 
He hadn’t taken that opportunity. Instead He comes alongside and shares in the pain. 
 
 



 
It reminds me of the certainty of the Psalmist in Psalm 23, ‘Even though I walk through 
the valley of the shadow of death…You are with me.’ 
 
There is a temptation to ask, ‘If God is with me why should I have to walk there?’ 
 
And Mary and Martha could have said, ‘If Jesus is with us, we shouldn’t have to walk 
through this valley of death for our brother’. 
 
But they did. The Psalmist did. And, unfortunately, we will too, at times. 
 
Being a Christian does not make us exempt from the problems and pains of this world. 
Yes, it’s wonderful to hear stories, whether in the Bible or of people through history, 
who have experienced a deliverance, an intervention, whether in the form of healing or 
something else. We rejoice with them and for them. And such Divine intervention 
encourages us to continue praying for those who would benefit from a touch from God. 
 
But, unfortunately, while we are this side of Heaven, we won’t always see such freedom 
from pain. There will come a time, as John wrote later, where: 
 

‘He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning, or 
crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.” 

           Revelation 21:4 
 
Until then, like the Psalmist, like Mary and Martha, and probably like everyone else who 
has lived since the creation of the world, there will be hard times. 
 
And there will be times when we ask a very similar question to Mary’s friends: “Could 
not He have stopped this happening?” 
 
In my role within the Church this is one question that I wish I knew the answer to. Why 
does God, or Jesus, allow even His saints to suffer? I don’t know! 
 
The Psalmist went through the valley; Mary and Martha saw their brother die; for us, 
too, there will be awful times, and we will be crying out to God, “Where are You?”  
 
I don’t know why Jesus doesn’t step in to stop it. But what I do know is that He weeps! 
 
He knows what You are going through, and maybe, in His great mercy, He will pour 
blessing, and even healing, into your life. But even if He doesn’t, please remember this -  
He loves you, and He weeps with you and for you. As John put it: 
 

Jesus wept 
John 11:35 


