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John 11:38-44 

 

It is suggested that there was, about a thousand years ago, a conversation between two 

priests. They were looking at the wealth that the Church had accumulated, and quoting 

the occasion where, in Acts chapter 3, Peter and John heal the man at the gate called 

Beautiful, one says to the other, “Well, we can’t say ‘silver and gold we don’t have’ any 

more!” To which the other replied, “And we can’t say, ‘In the name of Jesus, get up and 

walk,’ either!” 

 

This story may be true, but whether it is or not, it highlights two things. First, the 

Church did become (and maybe in certain places still is) very rich – maybe even too rich 

if we consider Jesus’ attitude to wealth. The second thing is the move by many within 

the Church away from the miraculous. 

 

There were so many who thought that miracles were not for their day that they were 

even given a name – dispensationalists. For such people, once the Bible was available in 

written form, some 1,500 years ago, there was no need for miracles. The Word would 

do. 

 

It could be that such a conclusion came from a real, well thought through logic. Maybe 

they prayed for miracles, but they just weren’t happening, so a new Theology had to be 

introduced. They decided that miracles were for the past only, part of a colourful 

history, but now God’s Word was sufficient.  

 

Such an idea would be totally unacceptable to the Bible figures we read about. Yes, for 

many in the Bible, performing or even seeing a miracle was not part of their life 

experience, but we could list a good few who were used by God in the miraculous. 

Moses, Elijah and Elisha from the Old Testament, for example; Peter, John and Paul 

from the New. Quite recently we reminded ourselves of Paul’s words from his letter to 

the Church at Corinth: 

 

My message and my preaching were not with wise and persuasive words, 

but with a demonstration of the Spirit’s power,  

so that your faith might not rest on human wisdom, but on God’s power. 

          1 Corinthians 2:4-5 

 

Now, in theory, it’s always possible to ‘spiritualise’ things. It could be suggested that a 

demonstration of the Spirit’s power was just someone coming to faith. After all, as we 

recognised quite recently, even there a miracle is taking place: we are transformed, 

from darkness to light, from enemy to friend (of God), and from mortal to immortal.  

 



 

Yes, something amazing happens when we become Christians, but I’m convinced that 

Paul is looking at something above and beyond this. 

 

This reminds me of something else I heard in the past. It has been said by some within 

the Church that death is a form of healing, if you like, the ultimate healing. Again, I can 

see where they are coming from, in that if someone is suffering because of an illness 

death can be seen as an escape. But is this healing? I think not! 

 

Then, of course, if we were to remove totally the miraculous from today’s Church and 

world, would that then affect our view of stories from the Bible? Would it make us 

doubt whether such things have ever happened? Would it make us need to come up with 

a more believable explanation? Would it make us question the Bible authors themselves? 

 

Did John make up this story of Lazarus? Had Lazarus really been dead for four days?  

 

As we know, once we start removing bits from the Bible that we’re uncomfortable with, 

or uncertain about, it changes the whole. It may make it easier to read (and shorter), 

but I’m sure you would agree with me in holding to the truth of the Bible. If the 

Lazarus story can’t be trusted, then what of John’s writings can be? No! Let’s continue 

to accept the words of the Bible as the truth by which we live and in which we believe! 

 

Lazarus was dead.  

 

He had been dead for four days, so Martha tells us in verse 39. He was wrapped in 

strips of linen with a face cloth on – laid out as all dead people of that time were (verse 

44). There was no trickery, no coming round from a coma for Lazarus. He was dead! 

 

Jesus had said so previously to His disciples (John 11:14). He actually delayed the 

journey to ensure that Lazarus had died. Jesus could have cured him, as we considered 

last week; Jesus could have stopped him dying; but, Jesus said, this was about glory.  

 

We could see it as Jesus radiating God’s glory as He raised Lazarus from the dead. 

Likewise, it could be the glory of God at work in Lazarus. Whether either or both, the 

fact is that God is glorified through this story of the raising of Lazarus. 

 

Because we have the whole Bible we know that this is not the only person raised from 

the dead, but this is, for John, the one that he wanted to concentrate on. Lazarus, a 

friend, even a close friend, of Jesus, did die and was, by Jesus, raised to life again. We 

know he will have to die again in due course, but this story is more about Jesus’ power 

and authority. He called in a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 

 

Sometimes when we listen to Bible teachers and preachers we hear something that can 

not necessarily be supported from Scripture, but even so, it’s a nice idea. 



 

Some years back I remember somebody speaking on this passage. They said that it was 

important that Jesus used his friend’s name. If Jesus had called out in a loud voice, 

“Come out!” then all the graves within earshot would have opened! We read about 

Ezekiel’s dry bones rising up (Ezekiel 37:1-10); this could have been a similar picture! 

 

Whether true or not, He called for Lazarus, and it was Lazarus who came back to life. 

 

Every so often I remind us of the ministry that Jesus gave to His disciples – in fact, I 

got us to learn this verse: 

 

“As you go, proclaim this message: ‘The kingdom of heaven has come near.’  

Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse those who have leprosy, drive out demons.” 

           Matthew 10:7-8  

 

This, I’ve described as the disciples’ 5-fold ministry.  

 

Yes, there was a later 5-fold ministry that Paul described as being within the Church 

(apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors, teachers – Ephesians 4:11), but these are 

there, ‘to equip his people’ (Ephesians 4:12). They are for ministering to the Church. 

 

Let’s just relearn that Matthew verse again. 

 

That’s the disciples’ 5-fold ministry. And out of the five, what is the middle one? To 

raise the dead. 

 

Admittedly, when the disciples returned they were more amazed at the driving out of 

demons than anything else, so maybe they hadn’t raised a dead person, but it’s there in 

the Job Description – raise the dead! 

 

The Apostle Paul was, of course, not part of that discipleship group at that time, so 

wasn’t part of this adventure, yet he was able to bring someone back to life. 

 

Seated in a window was a young man named Eutychus, 

who was sinking into a deep sleep as Paul talked on and on.  

When sound asleep, he fell from the third story and was picked up dead.  

Paul went down, threw himself on the young man and put his arms around him.  

“Don’t be alarmed,” he said. “He’s alive!”  

The people took the young man home alive. 

           Acts 20:9-12 

 

The miraculous, for some, like Paul, was a normal part of Christian life. If we think of 

that verse from Matthew, the preaching of the Word, however important, is only a part 

of the mission. 



 

We may be the best speaker in the town, especially when it comes to speaking of our 

faith and our relationship with Jesus, but that, Paul would say, is just wise and 

persuasive words, and the disciples were given so much more! 

 

We may be tempted, whether because it’s less scary or even based on our past 

experience, to live as if miracles don’t happen any more. The very extreme of this would 

be that we don’t pray either. Our faith would be very cerebral, mind-based. 

 

But, I’m sure we all value the privilege and power of prayer. Then, it’s just that massive 

step to reach out to those around us with the love of God. 

 

Yes, things are different with masks on. Face-to-face conversations are more muffled, 

at least inside buildings. But if all we have to offer is not just words, but the power of 

God to bring transformation, and if God is the same, yesterday, today and forever, then 

maybe we too will see that power at work in our community. 

 

I have never seen someone being cured of leprosy through prayer. I have also never 

seen someone being raised from the dead – not by me, anyway. But that was the 

disciples’ mission. 

 

Were they offered more power or authority because they didn’t have the written Word 

of God? Could they perform miracles that are not available today? I think not! 

 

Is there anything that God cannot do. As Jeremiah put it: 

 

“Ah, Sovereign Lord, you have made the heavens and the earth by your great power 

and outstretched arm. Nothing is too hard for you.” 

          Jeremiah 32:17  

 

If He has done that, making the heavens and earth, then what can’t He do? Nothing! 

 

I remember a long-distance cycle ride where one morning my left knee was really 

painful – and you need your knees to cycle! I remember riding with one hand on my knee 

and praying for and declaring God’s healing. I do believe we can pray for ourselves. 

 

And, maybe now, let’s take a moment to consider our bodies and any issues we are 

presently having. Let’s take this moment to pray about these things. 

 

But then there are others, whether Church family, like Eutychus, a close friend, like 

Lazarus, or others.  

 

Like the disciples of Jesus’ day we have a message to declare. There is power! Father, 

Son and Holy Spirit all working within us. A mission to fulfil, and God is with us always! 


