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Isaiah 52:13-53:6 

 

The 6 Nations, the Rugby Union international competition, for 2020, finished this 

Saturday. If I am able, I do like to watch the England matches, at least the highlights, 

anyway. And, yes, I can get quite emotional about it! 

 

I once played competitive rugby, for my school, but it was not my finest hour. I was in 

my first year of senior school, and it was against another local school. We got 

hammered 104 – 0.  

 

The opposition on that day, as I remember, were bigger and faster than we were. As 

the score-line suggests, it was very one-sided. I don’t know about the others in the 

team, but I never played again. 

 

Saying that, whether I was dropped from the team because I wasn’t good enough or ran 

away to find another sport, I now don’t remember. But, anyway, our team, compared 

with the opposition, was weak. 

 

There are numerous quizzes on the television, and I have tried to play Trivial Pursuit in 

the past, and I know my limitations! Give me a sudoku over a quiz or crossword any day! 

 

Foreign languages, too. Others are much better at picking up languages than I am. I am 

always really impressed how good those of our fellowship from other nations have been 

at mastering the English language. 

 

So, I recognise my weakness in sport, weakness in trivia or general knowledge, and in 

learning foreign languages. 

 

Let’s be honest: we are all weak in some areas of life! I could say, ‘we’re not all 

Superman’, but my understanding is that even Superman had a weakness! And, of 

course, the good news is that, 

 

God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise;  

God chose the weak things of the world to shame the strong. 

1 Corinthians 1:27 

 

So even though I’m not brilliant at everything, maybe not even brilliant at anything, God 

has chosen me. It was Rick Warren in his book, Purpose-driven life, that pointed out 

the weaknesses of the people in the Bible that God chose. It is okay to be weak at some 

things. 

 



 

And as we read the passage for today we could be tempted to view this picture of 

Jesus as one of weakness. But before we jump to this conclusion, let’s remind ourselves 

of what weakness is. 

 

I think the phrase that sums up weakness is this – can’t! Can’t beat others at sport; 

can’t know all the answers; can’t learn foreign languages. That’s why I’m weak in these 

areas. 

 

But for Jesus there was no such weakness. I know there were times He set limitations 

on Himself – when on the cross someone said, 

 

“Come down from the cross, if you are the Son of God!” 

Matthew 27:40 

 

We believe, we know, that He was the Son of God. He had used that title for Himself. 

Did He not come down because He ‘can’t’? No. He could have, but He chose not to. 

 

He was always doing what the Father wanted Him to do, so, there were, at times, 

limitations, but all things were possible for Him. I don’t think ‘can’t’ was part of His 

vocabulary! 

 

The similar-sounding word to weakness that we could use to describe Jesus is 

‘meekness’, but maybe, for today, we will keep to the word in the reading - servant. 

 

Within this passage from Isaiah we have a description of Jesus’ last few hours before 

His crucifixion. And we have Jesus being described as a servant, verse 13. 

 

A servant follows instruction, but this servant that Isaiah is describing makes 

decisions, as there is a reference to acting wisely. 

 

Maybe we need to remind ourselves of the power, or authority, that Jesus did have at 

the time in His life that this passage refers to. 

 

We read in John’s Gospel, for example, that Jesus was arrested because He had to be 

arrested and chose to be arrested.  

 

When He was confronted in the Garden there was a time when all of the soldiers fell to 

the ground (John 18:6). If He had not wanted to be arrested, that was the time to run 

away! But when it comes to the arrest, that’s one time we could imagine the phrase ‘I 

can’t’ being spoken by Jesus. ‘I can’t run away, for this is the reason I came.’ 

 

And in Matthew’s account, when Peter decides to use his sword to protect Jesus, the 

disciples were told that if Jesus so desired He could be rescued. 



 

Angels are mainly referred to in the Bible of bringers of tidings. They come to 

announce to human beings what is happening in the heavenlies and what will be happening 

on earth. 

 

We may think of Michael coming to speak to Daniel, or Gabriel announcing the 

Christmas story in advance. But angels are also seen as warriors. 

 

As you know, I do like the stories by Frank Perretti, the first two being This present 

darkness and Piercing the darkness. Admittedly, they are fiction, but within these 

books he describes the angels as being at war against demons. And I wonder whether 

he gets this idea from Matthew’s Gospel: 

 

Do you think I cannot call on my Father, and he will at once put at my disposal  

more than twelve legions of angels? 

Matthew 26:53 

 

We don’t hear about the response of the other disciples, so, as far as we know, Jesus is 

being protected by one man and one sword. That sword has cut off a servant’s ear, so is 

doing some damage. So, how many people would it take to stop Jesus being arrested? 

Maybe the three of them couldn’t have managed it. 

 

I have an interest in history, especially battles, so I thought I would look up the size of 

a legion. The answer? At least 6,000! 

 

6,000 times 12 I make to be 72,000. And my guess is that an angel fighting with a 

human would not be a fair contest. 

 

Imagine Jesus being surrounded by 72,000 angels. How many Roman soldiers or 

servants of the High Priest would be required to arrest Jesus then? I think they 

wouldn’t have had enough! 

 

No, my conclusion is that Jesus was not weak, as we understand the word. He was not 

punished because He was too weak to fight back, He was punished because He was a 

servant, and knew that it was the right, or the wise, thing to do.   

  

Last week we were thinking of being rescued from a prison by Jesus, from a place 

where we had no rights. 

 

The position of a servant can be seen as similar to this, but it’s different. In a way, it 

can be summed up by the words of Jesus in the garden of Gethsemane, 

 

“Not My will, but Yours be done.” 

          Luke 22:42 



 

And, maybe, as we think of Jesus informing the disciples that they should turn the 

other cheek, hand over clothing if demanded of them and go the extra mile (Matthew 

5), we might think, as servants, that these things are possible. But what if such 

servanthood brings about real pain, suffering, and even death? 

 

Jesus was led like a lamb to be slaughtered, as Isaiah writes elsewhere, but He wasn’t 

weak. 

 

He had the power, He had the authority, to not go through with the plan. But as we 

remember, whenever we share Communion, it was an essential element of God’s saving 

grace. 

 

I think it’s worth reminding ourselves of the benefit to us that was achieved by Jesus’ 

fulfilment of the Father’s plan. As we read in Isaiah 53, he dealt with our infirmities 

and sorrows (verse 4), our transgressions and our iniquities (verse 5). These, it says, He 

took away, so if you are struggling with any of these now, how about setting aside some 

time to meditate and pray about these verses in particular? I pray that the blessing of 

God will fall upon you as you do. 

 

And in exchange for these things that were taken away He gives us peace and healing! 

 

We considered the 72,000 angels earlier. The reason Jesus said that He wouldn’t be 

calling upon them was that “it must happen this way” (Matthew 26:54). 

 

Jesus, the servant, the suffering servant, served God to the end. 

 

He would have preferred it if another option could be found, but there wasn’t one. He 

struggled with His Father, God, in prayer, but the plan was the plan. No plan B! 

 

At communion we remember the body broken and the blood spilt – very clear examples 

of the pain and suffering, and indeed death, that He, as a servant, must endure. And 

for millions of believers through the centuries the same has been true. Being a servant 

of the King of the Universe does not exempt us from pain, from suffering and from 

death. Many Christians have been killed because of their faith through the years. 

 

As disciples we have been called to follow Jesus, to be like Him as best we can. He told 

His disciples that if the world hated Him it would hate them also (John 15:19). This, for 

many people, in many parts of the world, continues even today. 

 

Here, in our part of the world, at this time in history, this may never happen. We will 

probably not be arrested, beaten, tortured, or killed for our faith. But, we are still 

servants, and may our response to our Father in Heaven be the same as that offered by 

Jesus: “Not my will, but yours be done.” 


