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Daniel 3:13-26 

 

As I’m sure we all know there was a four hundred year gap between the events of the 

Old Testament and the beginning of the New Testament, as described in our Bibles. 

The nation of Israel had returned from captivity and were re-establishing themselves 

within the land where God had placed them. But this period was far from easy for them.  

 

Within some of the books of the Apocrypha, as found in some, mainly Catholic, Bibles, 

there is some information about the struggle and the Maccabean uprising that was 

quashed so harshly. 

 

During this time there was a particularly ruthless king over Israel called Antiochus 

Epiphanes IV (which is Greek for ‘God manifest’), also known as Antiochus Epimanes 

(‘the mad’). Around 170 BC he ruled with, what we could call, an iron fist.  

 

There was great persecution at that time, and, as far as we are aware, the voice of God 

was not heard in Israel. 

 

What did they do if they weren’t aware of God’s word for their time? The same as we 

do, the same as the Psalmist in places did, in fact the same as everyone throughout the 

history of the world has done – think about past events. 

 

The Psalmist, for example, reminded himself and his readers or listeners of what God 

had done in the past, whether in creation or at the time of the Exodus. We, I’m sure, 

will not have to think back too far to recognise God’s hand at work in a situation, 

whether it was for us or for someone else.  

 

We know God hears us, and as we ask him in prayer for changes to take place, so we are 

encouraged, every-so-often, when we see or hear of the answer to those prayers. I’m 

sure that all of us can remember someone who received an answer to prayer for 

something. 

 

But what if the voice of God has been apparently absent? What if it appears that He 

does not answer prayer? What should the people of God do in this situation? 

 

Remember what He has done in the past!  Hold onto this word as fact: He is the same, 

yesterday, today and forever! 

 

“God does not change,” we say, “so what has He done in the past? Surely He can do 

that, or some other miracle, again!”  

 



 

And at this time in the history of the Jewish nation it was the book of Daniel that they 

looked to.  

 

Daniel, his three friends, and many, many more people had been taken into captivity and 

moved to another country. There was a king over them who did not acknowledge their 

God and demanded that they should not worship their God. There was a penalty to pay, 

should such worship occur. The penalty was death. 

 

This was true in Daniel’s day, hence the fiery furnace, or later, Daniel and the lions. 

This was true in Israel in second century BC. We can also see this as true in some 

countries around the world today. 

 

So, as we consider today’s reading from Daniel, what do we think could have encouraged 

the Jewish people under the persecution of Epiphanes IV? 

 

For me there are two things that really stand out from this story. The first is the total 

conviction and commitment of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego.  

 

They are convinced that God is able to deliver them from the fire in the furnace.  

 

It is said of one of the first Christian martyrs, a Bishop Polycarp, that when they tried 

to burn him a shape like an egg formed around him so that he did not burn. 

Unfortunately, not put off by such a divine intervention, someone grabbed a spear and 

killed him anyway. 

 

Anyway, the three friends knew that God was able to deliver them, and as we read 

through the story we see that this is what happened. Others were killed because of the 

intense heat, but Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego came out unharmed. 

 

We notice that the furnace was made not a little bit hotter, but seven times as hot 

(verse 19). In the Bible the number seven is often seen as a complete, or whole, or 

perfect number. The author of Daniel is making a point here. It was as hot as they 

could make it! 

 

Yet within their statement to the king of their day they included, if you like, a get-out 

clause – “God is able…but if He doesn’t…” 

 

It would be lovely if Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego hadn’t included this second part.  

 

It would be lovely if whenever we prayed we received a “Yes” from heaven. 

 

It reminds me of the film Bruce Almighty, where Bruce, as God, realises that he is 

receiving prayer requests.  



 

We have the fun bit where the prayers are all stored in loads and loads of filing 

cabinets. Then they are transferred onto Post-it notes. Finally, they come through as 

emails. If you have seen the film you will remember the riots that followed when he, 

Bruce, answered with a ‘Yes’ to everyone!  

 

Maybe riots wouldn’t break out if all prayers we asked were answered, but that film, 

after all, was fiction.  

 

There will be a time when all is well and all are well, but that’s not now. And it wasn’t 

back then under Antiochus Epiphanes IV. 

 

The three friends said this, “Even if God doesn’t save us, we still won’t bow our knee to 

anybody else!” That is commitment! Commitment under pressure, commitment under 

persecution, commitment under the threat of death! 

 

The second thing about this story is the appearance of the unknown person, who looks 

like a ‘son of the gods’ (verse 25). 

 

Over the next few weeks we will be looking at different aspects of Jesus. The way He 

was seen, the way He spoke of Himself, the things that He did. 

 

I recognise that within Daniel’s book the person seen in the fire was not named as 

Jesus, but there was someone, whether Jesus, or an angel, who joined them within the 

furnace. 

 

There are various references through the Bible to being accompanied by God. We think 

of Psalm 23, ‘You [Lord] are with me’ (verse 4). We can also think of Paul’s New 

Testament advice to ‘keep in step with the Spirit’ (Galatians 5:25). And here, in Daniel, 

we have, not picture language, but a real presence of God with those in trouble. 

 

For those in Israel during the time of the persecution, this was a great encouragement. 

With the confidence of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego they could go towards any 

danger, even if it may cost them their lives. God is with them!  

 

As I admitted quite recently, I don’t know why God does not, at times, step in to 

answer all prayer the way we would like it. For those three friends, that was also a 

possibility. “He can…but even if He doesn’t”. 

 

We sometimes say that things come along in threes. The breaking of light bulbs, the 

arrival of buses, and, in a way, we could see a three within this story. 

 

1. God can save them from the certainty of death. 

 



 

2. God can provide someone (Jesus?) to walk beside them in the midst of danger. 

 

The third is something that not all of the Old Testament and the Jewish people held to. 

Some did, and the New Testament shouts it out loud and clear: 

 

3. For those who are faithful, life with God continues beyond death. 

 

All three, I’m sure, we would agree with today. 

 

Just like the three friends, and just like the Jews in second century BC Israel, we too 

may sometimes experience challenging circumstances. 

 

To be honest, most of us will not face the same threats, especially if God’s plan for our 

lives is to stay in this country. We have religious freedom here that was won for us 

centuries ago, spearheaded at times by Baptists. But even that cost many lives.  

 

If we read the present-day stories of Barnabas Fund, or Open Doors, or Release 

International, we would see that our freedom is not experienced by all our brothers and 

sisters around the world. Remember them. Pray for them. They are our family! 

 

But even if we are not persecuted and killed because of our faith, there will probably 

be other hardships that come our way. And we may find ourselves looking around in 

despair and even hearing ourselves say, “Where is God in this? He hasn’t spoken into my 

situation. Does He care?” 

 

It's times like this that we can remind ourselves of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego 

as they were shouted at and then thrown into the fiery furnace. 

 

Maybe we could all describe a time when God stepped in to a difficult or dangerous 

situation. I remember a time on a narrow boat, the Farmers’ Locks entering Birmingham, 

if you know your canals. The boat got stuck on a sill in a lock. 

 

As the water from the lock was let in, the water level rose. I was on the back of the 

boat, ready to put it into fast forward as soon as it was free. We knew the boat would 

shoot backwards. It did. 

 

We are convinced that a couple of angels may well have got broken finger-nails in saving 

the boat, the lock, and maybe even me. 

   

“Where is God?” – He is by my side 

“Why isn’t God doing something?” – He knows what I’m going through and can step in. 

“What hope do I have?” – Life, with God, forever, is promised to the faithful. 

 


