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Philippians 2:5-11 – The Name 

 

There are times when I am very aware that I’m travelling down a road of uncertainty 

when I am putting my faith into practise. I’m thinking specifically about prayer at the 

moment, and, how I, or even, how we, should bring healing to others. 

 

The reason for this is that there are two different methods described as being used in 

the Bible. To me these are the options: 

 

1. Do we, in faith, declare healing? 

2. Or, do we pray for God to heal? 

 

For an example of the first of these we could think of Peter and John at the gate 

Beautiful (Acts 3:6). I’m sure we all know the words: 

 

Then Peter said, “Silver or gold I do not have, but what I do have I give you. 

In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, walk.” 

 

This clearly shows a confidence in a declaration of healing. Peter knew the man would be 

healed. He reached out his hand, helped him up, and the man was restored to health. 

 

I remember very clearly a preacher called Benny Hinn at the NEC in Birmingham some 

years ago. In front of a couple of thousand people he said, “When I blow into the 

microphone the Holy Spirit will come upon you”. He had a confidence that God would 

move pretty well at his bidding. I was very cynical, yet I was nearly knocked off my 

feet when the Holy Spirit moved! It’s having that confidence to declare that something 

miraculous is going to happen. And not only saying it, but seeing it, too. 

 

For an example of the second option we could think of the disciples praying for Peter, 

who was then rescued from prison by an angel (Acts 12:6-9). They prayed, and God 

stepped in with a miracle. Such experiences of God, or the power of God, are what 

inspires us to carry on praying. Of course, in the Bible, we have many other examples of 

prayer being answered, and we probably have our own too. 

 

So that is my dilemma. Do we claim a healing will happen as we declare it? Or do we ask 

God to heal? As we can see, both can be supported by Scripture. 

 

For a moment, let’s consider the ‘Gift of healing’. Of course, we know this as one of the 

gifts of the Spirit as described for us by the Apostle Paul in 1 Corinthians 12.  

 

 



 

If a gift is a gift (and not a loan) then you have it for life, and it’s always available. And 

if a gift of healing is like the faith, confidence and boldness of Peter and John in Acts, 

then we can assume that healing will be automatic and certain. But, the downside to this 

is that if healing does not happen, there’s a problem. 

 

For me, the main issue with this confident declaration is dealing with the wrong result.  

 

Let’s imagine for a moment that I have the gift of healing and you are unwell. If I 

declare healing over you and you are not healed, then something is wrong. Someone is at 

fault, and it’s not me, because I have the gift. Therefore, it must be you! We then start 

the blame game. I tell you that you’re not good enough, or you don’t pray enough, or you 

didn’t fast and should have done, or you don’t have enough faith. Not only are you not 

healed, but you now have to live with rejection, guilt, and you may even start questioning 

your own faith! 

 

Maybe it is me of little faith, but I have become aware during my time as a Christian of 

so many people who have not been healed that I shy away from this form of declaration. 

As I say, maybe It’s my own lack of faith, but I believe, indeed I know, that not all 

people are healed.  

 

As we were thinking last week, God doesn’t always step in to stop us going through 

difficult situations; rather, He offers to be with us within those situations – Psalm 23 

and Daniel 3 (Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego) show us this. 

 

So, I have come to that place where very rarely, if at all, will I declare that God is 

going to do something ‘now’. Instead, I pray. God is well able. He can heal. But will He? 

Without that inner confidence, that certainty offered occasionally by the Spirit, it is 

not for me to assume. Will He heal? I don’t know! 

 

Someone may say to me that I should in faith and not doubt. Rather than praying in 

faith believing that I will see what I am declaring (which I have done in the past, 

though still not seen the desired outcome), I pray in faith to God for whom nothing is 

impossible.  

 

My faith in Him is absolute, and is not dependent on Him fulfilling what I want Him to 

do. He may and He may not do as I ask. After all, He is the miracle-worker, not me. But, 

amazingly, the God whom we worship, who created the heavens and the earth and 

everything we can see and things too small for us to see, can, and does, answer my 

prayer! I am part of miracles, through prayer! 

 

Yet there are times when an authority is given to disciples. You will probably remember 

that I recently reminded us of the disciples’ 5-fold ministry, as found in Matthew 10 – 

preach, heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse lepers and cast out demons.  



 

The disciples were sent out by Jesus, but without Jesus, and obviously this was before 

His resurrection and His sending out the Spirit on the day of Pentecost. They still went 

out and when they returned they reported some of the things that had happened. 

 

Was it because they knew Jesus? Was it because they knew God? Or was it because 

Jesus had sent them out? 

 

There is a phrase that Mark includes within his Gospel: “in my (that is, Jesus’) name”. In 

fact, he includes the phrase five times. One time is a warning about false preachers 

who come ‘in my name’; the others are welcoming children, doing a miracle, offering a 

cup of water (Mark 9:37, 39, 41), and the last is this: 

 

And these signs will accompany those who believe:  

In my name they will drive out demons; they will speak in new tongues 

Mark 16:17 

 

It is noticeable that when the disciples returned from the earlier mentioned mission 

the one thing that had really got them excited was the casting out of demons. This is 

shown in Luke’s version of the story: 

 

The seventy-two returned with joy and said,  

“Lord, even the demons submit to us in your name.” 

Luke 10:17 

 

During my years within the Church I have had numerous experiences of seeing things 

done in the name of Jesus. 

 

On videos and within books I have seen and read of amazing things happening. Every 

part of the disciples’ five-fold ministry has been well documented. God has done, and 

continues to perform, miracles! 

 

In my own personal walk with God I remember heading down to our Church to pray 

about something from the dim-and-distant past that had left an unsavoury ‘presence’. 

It felt weird going into the church at 11.30pm to address whatever it was. 

 

There was another time when within our Saturday evening meal and social time at 

Church our tape recorder (how old am I?) went wrong and the air went cold when a 

certain young woman walked in. We prayed and fasted for a week, and this lady, whose 

mum we later found out was a white witch, became a Christian and no longer had a 

negative impact on the Church! 

 

There was a call to go ‘ghost-busting’ (without the backpacks), to people who contacted 

the Church about things that were being moved in the night.  



 

And, of course, there have been opportunities to be involved in the Deliverance 

Ministry within the Church. 

 

Over each one of these experiences we need to declare loud and clear - in the name of 

Jesus! For there is no other name that is higher than Jesus! 

 

Or, as Paul put it in his letter to the Church at Philippi: 

  

Therefore God exalted him to the highest place 

and gave him the name that is above every name, 

that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, 

in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 

and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, 

to the glory of God the Father. 

Philippians 2:9-11 

 

There is power in the name of Jesus! When it comes to healing we may not be so sure 

that if we declare healing we will get it. But when it comes to knees bowing, and when it 

comes to the deliverance ministry, then it is time to declare: 

 

Jesus is the name we honour; Jesus is the name we lift up high; at the name of Jesus all 

knees must bow. No wonder when the 72 returned it was demons that they were talking 

about. In the name there is power, there is deliverance. 

 

Throughout the Old Testament we have brief glimpses of the power of God. Whether 

it’s about creation, as seen at the beginning of Genesis or in the discussion between God 

and Job; whether it’s miracles, like Moses and the ten plagues in Egypt; whether it’s 

healing or raising people from the dead, through Elijah and Elisha; whether it’s faith 

and wonders from the book of Daniel. Through these we see the power of God at work. 

 

To be honest, through the pages of the New Testament, from the beginning of 

Matthew to the end of Revelation, we see the power of God displayed also. But, as well 

as this, for the New Testament Church they had something extra – in fact, not one, but 

two. First the Holy Spirit, following on from Pentecost; and second, they had the Name 

of Jesus! Equipped with these the disciples took the Gospel out. 

 

Maybe I am too timid or negative when it comes to declaring healing. Maybe I have 

shied away because of stories that I have heard. Maybe it is time to step out, to reach 

out, and declare God’s blessing to those around me – in the name of Jesus. 

 

Is there something in your life that is keeping you bound, be that physically, 

emotionally, mentally, or spiritually? Maybe, just maybe, it’s time to rise up and tell it 

who the boss is. And that boss has a name – it’s Jesus. In the name of Jesus, be free! 


