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Colossians 1:13-20 – Jesus, the Head 

 

Right from the very beginning Mankind has been able to think and make decisions. 

 

If we go back to the beginning of Genesis we find Adam and Eve being given authority 

over, and responsibility for, the animals And it was their job to give those animals their 

names. As Bob Dylan put it in his song, Man gave names to all the animals: 

 

He saw an animal up on a hill 

Chewing up so much grass until she was filled. 

He saw milk coming out but he didn't know how. 

"Ah, think I'll call it a cow." 

 

Have a go at this unfinished one: 

 

He saw an animal as smooth as glass 

Slithering his way through the grass. 

Saw him disappear by a tree near a lake. 

"Ah, think I'll call it a ....." 

 

The thing about thinking is that everyone has an opinion about pretty-well everything. 

And in these times, with Social Media and all, the opportunity of getting our voice 

heard is always there. And everyone, of course, declares that they are right, that they 

have rights, and nobody better offend them.  

 

It's okay for me to have an opinion, but I better not express that opinion if it upsets 

anybody else, or them upset me! Because if they do, whether it’s Boris Johnson or 

anyone else, I’ll make my opinion known!  

 

Actually, for life, we need to make decisions, which does require us to have opinions. 

The question is, who makes the final decision? 

 

But what if you didn’t have a voice? What if your opinion counted for nothing? Or, even, 

what if you had been deprived of all your rights? Consider being in prison! 

 

It’s dark, it’s threatening, it’s dangerous. It’s damp, it’s creepy, and you’re in there all 

by yourself. You have no way of getting out by yourself. Your family cannot help, and 

you’re stuck there.  

 

Your thoughts, your opinions, whatever they might be, count for nothing. There is no 

hope, no possible release, nothing! 



 

That is the place where Paul begins our Bible passage today. We were, he says, a 

prisoner in the dominion of darkness.  

 

In his letter to the Philippians he writes the details of his religious CV: 

 

circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel,  

of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews;  

in regard to the law, a Pharisee; as for zeal, persecuting the church;  

as for righteousness based on the law, faultless. 

           Philippians 3:5-6 

 

If he was looking for a job in a religious organisation, I think he would have been the 

first person to be interviewed.  

 

But he says that all this is rubbish. Even with this as his past history, he was in the 

dominion of darkness.  

 

He, like they (the people he is writing to), and like us, needed a rescuer. 

 

I like the picture that is painted in the original Alpha videos. We were in court, accused 

of something that we had done and unable to pay the price. Then someone, Jesus, comes 

in and pays it for us. In verses 13 and 14 of Colossians 1 we find that we are rescued, 

we are redeemed, and we are forgiven. 

 

Last week I suggested the dilemma, the uncertainty, of whether to take authority and 

declare a healing over someone, like Peter and John did in Acts 3, or to intercede, 

praying and asking God to bring about a change. I think the answer was probably ‘both’. 

 

In the same way, we could recognise the problem with the act of decision-making within 

the Church. 

 

Okay, so we have been freed from the dominion of darkness. We had no rights then, 

and we find that our head, that bit that makes the decisions, is not us – it’s Jesus. 

 

He has freed us from that place, and now we belong to Him. 

 

As we think of the images of Christ over the next few weeks we may come across Him 

described as the Shepherd. I think we could re-write Colossians 1 and say that we, as 

sheep, have been rescued from sheep-rustlers and now follow the Good Shepherd. Who 

makes the decisions of where we eat, where we walk, and where we sleep? It’s the 

Shepherd. 

 

 



 

I remember hearing about the time when England decided, after great debate, to allow 

people to have Sundays off. Of course, it was the Church, or Church people, who took 

the lead on this. What happened when (nearly) everyone was given their Sundays off? 

Rather than going to Church, the ‘Day out’ was invented. Trips to the seaside! 

 

Could the same thing happen to those who are rescued from the dominion of darkness? 

Could we come out of there, shout ‘Praise God’ and then do our own thing? My rights! 

 

No, Christ is the Head! 

 

Which brings us to this week’s dilemma – decision-making in the Church. 

 

The extreme position of Jesus being the Head is that we do nothing until we know what 

He wants us to do. This, of course, sounds wonderful, but what happens if we don’t hear 

Him, for whatever reason? We sit. We wait. We do nothing. 

 

I like the idea of being one amongst many servants standing silently around a large room 

where the king is seated. Every-so-often he points to me and says, ‘I’ve got a job for 

you’. That would be amazing, but this is not the normal Christian life. God has given us 

minds for us to think, feet for us to move and hands for us to help. We could also add 

His Word by which to guide us. 

 

We have the general word of God, the Bible – do unto others as you would have them do 

to you; care for the orphan and widow; there’s the sermon on the mount; the sheep and 

the goats. The list goes on. Sitting still and waiting for a specific word before doing 

anything is rarely the right thing. He has given us so much to do already. 

 

But there are, of course, times when we do experience a call, a very specific call, to do 

something. Whether it’s becoming a Minister, joining a Missionary organisation, starting 

something in our local community, or even a nudge to go and speak to somebody. It’s not 

always writing in the sky, but we are pretty certain when it happens that God (or, we 

could say, Jesus, our Head) has spoken to us. 

 

Within the Church we need to treat our opinions correctly, as we know. The New 

Testament speaks of respecting one another, viewing someone else’s opinion as better 

than our own, so humility is heralded as something great. As Jesus Himself once said, 

 

Jesus called the Twelve and said,  

“Anyone who wants to be first must be the very last, and the servant of all.” 

           Mark 9:35 

 

If only we could live like this! I can’t tell you how many people I have met who won’t go 

to ‘that’ Church because of somebody else expressing their opinion to them! 



 

Paul says that we should all have ‘the mind of Christ’ (1 Corinthians 2:6), basically 

knowing what Jesus would do. That, surely, must be our goal. 

 

Throughout my years I have attended what we could term ‘leadership meetings’, 

whether that’s Deacons’ meetings or Church Members’ meetings, such as we have in the 

Baptist Church, or the equivalent in other Christian denominations. 

 

It is always good when you get 100% in any voting situation. This could, of course, be 

because it’s obviously the right, and sometimes the only, thing to do. But it could also be 

that everybody in that meeting has ‘the mind of Christ’. 

 

For this to happen we need to pray. If, for example, there is to be a vote about 

something, some of us would like to have all the information a few days in advance, so 

that we can pray about it. Others of us are happy to receive the information within the 

meeting, as long as there is time to think and pray before the vote is taken. 

 

I don’t think we automatically have, as it were, a hot-line to God as soon as we become 

believers. Even Jesus, the Son of God, had to spend time alone in prayer to His Father. 

 

No, knowing the mind of Christ requires a relationship with the Father, or with Jesus. 

If a vote is taken within a Church Meeting (Deacons’ or Church Members’) and the 

result is less than, say, 60%, I am very disappointed. To me, this suggests, that our own 

opinions have affected our decision! Where was God? What was ‘the mind of Christ’? 

I’m not only disappointed. I’m also sad, and actually annoyed! 

 

Christ is the Head! We should do what He wants, not expect Him to do what we want! 

 

It’s great to think that He is my saviour (He has rescued me, He has redeemed me, and 

I can know that I’m forgiven because of His blood shed on the cross), and, as I say, we 

shout out Halleluiah! 

 

But He is also Lord. And that means that He is ‘the boss’, the Head, the One I follow! 

 

I have been saved to follow Him. I have been saved to follow His directions, to know 

and to accept His opinions as my own. 

 

And how do we know what He wants? We have His general word written in the pages of 

the Bible. So we read it. 

 

And we have His specific word through prayer. Yes, agreed, there are times when we 

sense something ‘in (or through) the Spirit’, but other than that, we pray. 

 

May I, may you, may all of us, always seek and have ‘the mind of Christ’.  


