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Isaiah 11:1-9 

 

For some people the building up, or the growing, of the ‘Family Tree’ is important, and 

can even become an obsession. There is at least one company that advertises on 

television, and a number of us do look back to see where we came from, who our 

forebears were. I remember that my dad had a dabble in this some years ago, but he 

didn’t manage to get back too far. 

 

To be honest, it is something that has never appealed to me. I suppose if someone came 

up to me and said, “Shall I tell you who, or where, your relatives were during the English 

Civil War, or while Wesley was preaching”, I would, of course, say “Yes”. But would I 

spend time walking around graveyards and trawling through historical documents and 

birth certificates? That’s a definite ‘No’. But that’s me. If you like doing that, please 

carry on! 

 

I think it’s up there, for me, with old buildings. You walk around old towns like 

Stratford-on-Avon, or a city like Canterbury, and every-so-often there’s a date of 

completion on one of the old buildings. Saying that, even in Dover we have some houses 

dated – there’s at least one on Folkestone Road, and another on Castle Avenue. There 

are probably many others. 

 

I am fascinated by knowing how old houses are, and if I had my way, every house would 

have the year of completion on it. But if I saw an old house that didn’t have a date on it, 

would I knock on the door and see if I could find out? No, I wouldn’t! I may be 

interested, but I’m not that interested! 

 

I used to watch Time Team on the television, and that, I could say, appealed to me. 

Finding old buildings and bits of jewellery from centuries ago. That’s interesting, but it 

takes time. The programme was filmed over three days, so parts of it must have been 

slow with nothing to show. But at the end, most often, a picture of life in a bygone age 

could be seen and imagined. 

 

But let’s get back from buildings to people. If there was even a slight possibility of 

being linked with the rich and powerful, would we chase it through? ‘Probably’ could well 

be our answer. 

 

For the early Christians nearly 2,000 years ago family trees were important. For Old 

Testament Jews it was the same. We have lists of people found in the first books of 

the Bible, and there are other lists linked with Kingship. For two of our four Gospel 

writers it was important to show who Jesus was, and where He had come from.  

 



 

Both Matthew and Luke trace Jesus’ genealogy back into ancient history. Matthew goes 

back to Abraham (Matthew 1:2), whereas Luke went back even further, to God Himself 

(Luke 3:38). And both of them include within their lists the person who is seen as 

Israel’s greatest King, David.  

 

As we know, following David, or more precisely, following David’s son, Solomon, things 

took a turn for the worst in Israel. The country, or Kingdom, became divided into two, 

with one king over Israel (in the north) and another king over Judah (in the south).  

 

Wars flared up between them, and between them and the neighbouring nations. 

 

In due course both of these kingdoms were taken off into captivity, before later 

returning, guided by Ezra and Nehemiah, to rebuild something of what they had enjoyed 

before. But the stump of Jesse remained just that – a stump. 

 

But Isaiah, speaking prophetically, ‘saw’ what was yet to come. As he wrote these 

words, not long before the people were taken into captivity, he was given a vision of the 

future. He wrote down, and we assume told people, what would happen in the years to 

come. Of course, he couldn’t say when, but it would happen. 

 

It may look all doom and gloom, with the enemy at the door, but this is not the end. It’s 

not the end for the nation, and it’s not the end for the Kingdom, because a King will 

arise! 

 

From our point in history, some 2,500 years later, we can look back and see what came 

from the stump.  

 

A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; 

from his roots a Branch will bear fruit. 

           Isaiah 11:1 

 

A shoot would grow from the stump. It would develop into a Branch which would then 

bear fruit. The stump of Jesse, of course, was the source of a, or even the king, David, 

as Jesse was David’s father. So the tree, which was David and his successors, the line 

of kings, had been cut down. But a new King would arise from his descendants.  

 

The line of kings had not been totally broken, as we see from the lists in Matthew and 

Luke. But the power and authority of the people who came between David and Jesus 

was shrinking, and even became non-existent during the time in exile. 

 

But there would be a King, just like David, but even greater than him. 

 

 



 

I remember somebody once saying that prophecy, as in the foretelling of the future, is 

similar to looking out from the top of a hill, like, say, in the Lake District. Looking 

across the tops of the other hills in sight, the prophet describes what he sees.  

 

There may be a number of hills, one behind the other, and he can’t see the distance 

between them. Therefore, a description can combine two or more moments in time – 

something on the closer hill, and something on a further hill. Our reading from Isaiah 11 

can be seen like that.  

 

We are introduced to the King who would come, and then His success, His power, His 

authority, and a New World where everything, including animals, are at peace with each 

other!   

  

And how it is described here makes it easy to see why the disciples of Jesus, and other 

Jews of that time, were wondering whether Jesus would pronounce Himself King. Would 

He then lead a rebellion against the Jewish leadership and the occupying Romans? Was 

32AD the year that ‘World Peace’ had arrived? The answer, of course, was no! 

 

But the Branch, the shoot, the King had arrived! 

 

We remember the wise men who followed the star, asking the question: 

 

“Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews?” 

           Matthew 2:2 

 

We remember Pilate’s question addressed to Jesus at His trial: 

 

“Are you the king of the Jews?” 

           Matthew 27:11 

 

We remember the words that were attached above Jesus’ head while on the cross: 

 

This is Jesus, the king of the Jews. 

           Matthew 27:37 

 

This last declaration is found in all four Gospels. Jesus was the King, but, as He said 

Himself, not of this world. 

 

Presently He is King for all who will willingly come to Him in repentance and faith – as 

we have. For us, He is King of our lives now! 

 

But there will come a time when the rest of the Isaiah 11 reading will be fulfilled. 

There will be a time of judgment, verse 4.  



 

Indeed, that verse reminds me of Jesus’ story that we term ‘the rich man and Lazarus’ 

(Luke 16:19-27). We know very little about the rich man, not even his name, just that he 

was rich. The contrast Jesus uses is finances, but I don’t think that is the main dividing 

factor for judgment at the end of time. Anyway, the needy (Lazarus) was lifted up, 

whereas the rich man suffered justice and suffered. 

 

There will be a day of reckoning for the world. And on that day Jesus will indeed be the 

judge.  

 

Over and over again, through parables and stories, the New Testament reminds its 

readers of this fact. Last week we thought very briefly about the Christian basics as 

described in Hebrews 6:1-2, noticing the importance of the resurrection of the dead.  

 

That, within the list, is followed by ‘eternal judgment’. 

 

There is a judge, and He is King. His name is Jesus. 

 

And the wonderful news of the New Testament is that He is our friend and our 

brother, here and now.  

 

Yes, there will come a time of peace, peace between animals (verses 6-8), and a time 

when everybody (Isaiah uses the phrase ‘the earth’ – verse 9) will know of the Lord. 

This, if we take this reading chronologically, looks to be the time following judgment, 

when: 

 

God’s dwelling place is now among the people, and he will dwell with them. 

           Revelation 21:3 

 

I think there’s a big difference between ‘knowing of’ someone and ‘knowing’ them. The 

whole world will ‘know of’ the Lord, but we have been called, at this time in history, to 

‘know’ Him. 

 

How well do you know Him? Do you know His likes and His dislikes? Do you know how 

much He loves you? 

 

How much is Jesus King in your life? Do you know His voice, or if not a voice, how He 

speaks to you? 

 

Spend some time meditating on who Jesus is. These words from a Graham Kendrick 

song could draw us closer to Him: 

 

The King is among us, His Spirit is here; 

Let’s draw near and worship, let songs fill the air. 


