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Scripture 
This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: his mother Mary 
was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, 
she was found to be pregnant through the Holy Spirit.  Because Joseph 
her husband was faithful to the law, and yet did not want to expose her 
to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly. 

But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in 
a dream and said, ‘Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary 
home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy 
Spirit.  She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name 
Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.’ 

Matthew 1:18-21 (NIV) 

Reflection 
Have you been promised that you could have something (like sweets) if you were good, 
only to have been good all day and the promised item is not available, either because 
the person has forgotten or is not around, or even worse, does not think that you have 
been good?  How disappointed would you be?  Would you be upset? 

This is a bit like what happens in the scripture passage, taken from Matthew’s Gospel, 
where we read about Joseph’s reaction to Mary being pregnant, with God’s son 
through the Holy Spirit.  Joseph is a bit upset, but before Joseph could do anything, an 
angel appeared to him as well. 

The message that the angel gives Joseph is almost the same as the message given to 
Mary (see Tuesday and Wednesday’s scripture passage).  The message is that the baby 
that Mary is going to have is very special, and that Joseph should not be afraid to 
marry Mary.   

The angel also tells Joseph, that the baby’s name will be Jesus because he will save 
his people from their sin.  The angel does not tell Joseph how Jesus will do that, but 
we know that Jesus fulfilled God’s promise at Easter when He died on the cross.   

Activity 
Today’s activity is to make the Joseph Christmas Decoration, using the attached 
pattern.   

Taking it further 
Watch the YouTube clip, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4T3nN26_PUk, about 
the appearance of the angel to both Mary and Joseph to help you remember this story. 
(Remember to ask an adult first)  

Theme Song Reminder 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZDV_3FYwYdo

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4T3nN26_PUk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZDV_3FYwYdo
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