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Luke 1:26-38 

 

Last week I mentioned these words from a Graham Kendrick song, Meekness and 

Majesty. We recognised the fact that although Jesus had power and authority there 

were times in His life that He chose not to use them.  

 

The obvious example, and the one that we referred to last week, was at the time of the 

crucifixion. He chose the way of the sacrificial lamb, showing meekness before His 

persecutors and executioners. 

 

But, of course, He did have the authority, and when He was described by John in 

Revelation, it was He, and only He, who had the authority to open the scrolls – as we 

thought about last weekend. 

 

The other part of the Kendrick phrase, the Majesty, is what we are looking at today. 

Jesus was, and still is, His Majesty, the King! 

 

I want to make it clear here that I’m taking nothing away from God, the Father, but the 

Bible speaks about Jesus having an equality with God before He came to earth, and 

both the Father and the Son being offered the same worship in heaven afterwards (Phil 

2:6; Rev 5:13-14). 

 

We were thinking a few weeks ago about Jesus being the Branch that came from the 

stump of Jesse, therefore being of David’s line. of Royal descent as far as being a 

human was concerned. Luke also, within our reading, reminds his readers that Jesus was 

a descendant of David (Luke 1:27). He would also be given ‘the throne of His father, 

David, and He will reign…’ (Luke 1:32-33). 

 

I think there is only one conclusion we can draw from this – Jesus was a King. As was 

put above His head on the cross, “The King of the Jews”. 

 

The angel said that He will reign, and His Kingdom will never end. 

 

The word Kingdom, for me, suggests two separate things. 

 

Firstly, there must be a King. And, secondly, there must be an area, traditionally a 

geographical area, which effectively is ruled over by that King. 

 

If Mary, and indeed we, were to take the words of the angel seriously, and literally, 

then Jesus could not have stayed dead once He was killed. The angel said He would 

reign for ever. He had to rise from the dead, because He will always be King.  



 

As an aside, I like the phrase that we have in the book of Isaiah, at the time of his 

calling: 

 

In the year that King Uzziah died,  

I saw the Lord, high and exalted, seated on a throne… 

Isaiah 6:1 

 

The human King had died, and another would have to follow and take over. But during 

the time of the previous King and the following King, the Lord, the King of Kings, or 

Father in heaven, remains constant. The Lord of Lords, the One on the throne will 

always be there. 

 

This is the picture we have of Jesus from the angel. This King will be reigning for ever. 

 

And then, secondly, there’s the area over which the King has authority. 

 

As we know, there was an expectation in Jesus’ day, by a few people at least, that 

Jesus was going to lead an uprising against the Roman authorities and end the foreign 

occupation.  

 

And maybe that Kingdom, in those people’s minds, when it came about, would be to the 

full extent of the geographical area that was overseen by David when he was King. 

Israel restored!  

 

But, of course, we know different. Jesus did not come to rule over a certain area of 

land, rather He came to rule over a certain group of people. 

 

Maybe I’m reading too much into the actual wording, but the angel speaks of reigning 

over a people, namely ‘Jacob’s descendants’, and although they may be all located in the 

same area, it’s a people, it’s not an area.   

   

So, when Jesus was asked about His Kingdom, there was really no surprise, at least for 

us, that it’s not a Kingdom of a physical nature. Jesus is King of individuals who, 

wherever they live, acknowledge Him as their King. 

 

And His Kingdom will never end! 

 

It started off with just a few, and through the centuries since, there have been 

members or citizens of that Kingdom, right up to the present day. 

 

Most of us are not allowed to visit the Church building, especially for the Sunday 

Worship service, at the moment,  

 



 

There is something special about meeting together with other believers. The writer to 

the Hebrews suggests it’s good, even important (Hebrews 10:25) and the Psalmist 

declares that there is a blessing when we meet in unity (Psalm 133:1). 

 

It is good to pray together, to worship together and to meet socially together. And 

Zoom is good, and a wonderful way of keeping in touch and being united during these 

difficult times, but it’s not really the same as us all gathering at the Church building. 

 

But, however good it is to meet together at the Church, God’s, or even Jesus’, Kingdom 

is not limited to the grounds surrounding the building.   

 

He is the King of individuals. 

 

When we say what we term ‘The Lord’s Prayer’ we speak out these words – Thy Kingdom 

come. In a way this has happened, as we, as believers, are part of, or in, that Kingdom. 

The Kingdom has come for all who acknowledge Jesus as King. 

 

But, of course, there is more. It’s one thing to acknowledge we belong to the Kingdom; 

it’s another to live by the Kingdom rules or expectations! 

 

There are many people who live in the United Kingdom, for example, who do not respect 

the rules. Many people drive as if the speed restrictions do not apply to them, and I’m 

sure it’s not just foreign drivers! They are in the Kingdom of the UK, but the kingdom, 

if you like, hasn’t come into their lives. They still do their own thing, be that from a 

place of carelessness, arrogance or selfishness. 

 

And so it is, I suggest, with Jesus’ Kingdom. 

 

I’m sure you’ve heard before that Jesus is your Lord and Saviour (see 2 Peter 3:18). I 

think it’s possible to really appreciate the saviour bit, for who doesn’t want to be saved 

from the Bible’s description of hell, and saved to the certain hope of peace, with God, 

for all eternity? 

 

But for Jesus to be Lord (or even King, which was the word used in Luke 1) it is about 

obedience, service, and allowing His Word and His Spirit to be guiding, teaching, and 

even correcting us. 

 

If we are in the Kingdom, we should live by the Kingdom rules or expectations! 

 

So, other than challenging our thoughts, our words and our actions, what does this idea 

of the Kingdom and Jesus being King say to us? 

 

 



 

The Apostle Peter said that we are a royal priesthood (1 Peter 2:9). Last week we read 

in Revelation that we will reign (Rev 5:10), and it reminded me of Narnia, and the Lion, 

the witch and the wardrobe – maybe another Christmas must-see film! 

 

In that film the four humans, Peter, Susan, Edmund and Lucy, were made kings and 

queens while the true King, Aslan, went away for a time. 

 

You and I, we, are a royal priesthood. Royal. 

 

The book of Revelation can be hard to understand, and can be read in different ways by 

different people. Some events it describes can be seen as past, present, or future. 

Maybe there is something special in the future for us to do in reigning over the earth, 

but what about this thought. What if we should be reigning now? 

 

As a king within Jesus’ Kingdom, and under him as the outright King, what marks us out 

as such? 

 

We represent the King and the Kingdom to those around us in different ways.  

 

The first thing to remember, as we touched on last week, is the attitude of meekness. 

The Kingdom, as we have said, is not geographic. Just because someone lives in England, 

for example, they are not part of the Kingdom, and therefore not bound to follow the 

Kingdom rules and expectations! We shouldn’t force others to join, instead, in meekness 

and in love we display the attitude of Jesus. 

 

Second, whether we like it or not, we are an example to those around us of what living 

in the Kingdom is all about. When they look at our attitude, our responses when under 

pressure, what do they see? We need the fruit of the Spirit (Gal 5:22-23) to keep 

growing in our lives, for we are all works in process in this area! 

 

Third, with the words that we speak we can bring peace and hope to those around us. 

We offer invitations for others to join the Kingdom that we so appreciate being a part 

of ourselves. 

 

Fourth, what power of the Kingdom will you be sharing with those around you? We 

believe in prayer, and, if nothing else, we can pray for others. 

 

And fifth. What about a smile? You are royalty! I’m sure the Queen of England isn’t 

smiling 24/7, but you and I are related to the God who created the heavens and the 

earth. Just think about that for a few moments. You have been chosen, you have been 

adopted, you have been welcomed into His family. 

 

So why not smile? God loves you! And nothing can stop that love! 


