
Dover Baptist Church 

25/12/20 – Christmas Day  

Luke 2:1-14 

 

I know it’s not a Christmas film, but do you remember seeing The Incredibles? Within 

the interview with Mr. Incredible he speaks about saving the world, then follows it up 

with something like, “Can’t it stay saved for, like, 10 minutes?” 

 

This, we could say, is one of the problems with superheroes. They can save a situation, 

whether they are Superman, Wonder Woman, or the many others who got into comics, 

onto the big screen of cinemas and the smaller screen of television and even smaller 

devices, but another situation will occur. More issues that need fixing. 

 

The other problem with superheroes, of course, is that they don’t exist! 

 

They cannot be around to solve the problem, and even if they were around, another 

problem would follow. 

 

The world seems as though it always needs saving, as Mr. Incredible noticed. The world 

is always looking for a saviour figure, and the sad thing is that there are so many people 

who have just missed it! 

 

There was a certain figure in the past who said,  

 

“It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick.” 

           Matthew 9:12 

 

This is obvious enough. I know they have introduced a sort of MOT for people of a 

certain age, but, besides that, we go and see a doctor when we need help. Other than 

that, we keep our distance! 

 

In Mark (and Luke also) another part of the same argument is included, 

 

“I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners.” 

           Mark 2:17 

 

Again, the offer is for those who know that they have fallen short. Because we 

understand the full story of the Gospel we know that the word ‘sinner’ can be applied to 

every person, so the offer was not for some only, but for all. But those who don’t see 

their need, don’t look for help, because they don’t think they need it. 

 

 

 



 

A doctor to heal the body, and somebody to sort the spiritual side of our life out. That 

sounds wonderful to me. I don’t know of any superhero who had that as their ‘special 

powers’. The world still needs saving! 

 

This, of course, is where Jesus comes in. 

 

The angel declares to the shepherds, 

 

“I bring you good news of great joy…a saviour has been born…” 

          Luke 2:10-11 

 

This year, because of covid, and with Brexit just around the corner, there may be less 

good news than in other years. 

 

With the restrictions of movement and the limits placed upon our gatherings with 

friends and family, maybe, just maybe, there will be less joy than in other years too. 

 

But the story of that first Christmas Day has not changed. 

 

There is a saviour! 

 

You can think of the gifts that you have received over the years. You can think of the 

gifts that you may be getting today. They could be big (one year I received goalposts), 

they could be special (another year I got a board game), they could be simple (like the 

proverbial orange). 

 

But the greatest gift that you and I have ever received was presented over 2,000 

years ago. Obviously, you weren’t around to receive it then, but the best gift of all time 

was a saviour, Jesus. 

 

You may have been sick, and you may even be sick now, and in need of a doctor. Well, 

the good news of great joy for today is that this was a part of Jesus’ job description. 

Amongst other things, Jesus healed. And in a few moments we will pray for Him to give 

you another reason to have great joy today. 

 

And, of course, he came for sinners. For we who have, and do, turn to Him, He is our 

saviour. 

 

I think the challenge for us, amidst the Christmas gifts of the 21st Century, is to 

remember the most important gift ever given. 

 

Whether it’s over your dinner, amongst the presents, on the television or the radio – 

somewhere, let’s find Jesus. Let’s acknowledge Him this Christmas Day. My saviour! 


