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Third Week of Advent 
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Scripture 

Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel, but Samuel said to him, ‘The Lord 
has not chosen these.’  So he asked Jesse, ‘Are these all the sons you have?’ 

‘There is still the youngest,’ Jesse answered. ‘He is tending the sheep.’ 

Samuel said, ‘Send for him; we will not sit down until he arrives.’ 

So he sent for him and had him brought in. He was glowing with health and had a 
fine appearance and handsome features. 

Then the Lord said, ‘Rise and anoint him; this is the one.’ 

So Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the presence of his brothers, 
and from that day on the Spirit of the Lord came powerfully upon David. Samuel 
then went to Ramah. 

1 Samuel 16:10-13 (NIV) 

Reflection 

How often do we look at something and make a decision about it?  It could be that we go 
into a bookshop (or on Amazon) look at the picture on the front of a book and decide that 
it looks interesting to buy.  Or we may like the look of a game from the pictures that are 
displayed in ‘Google Play’ or ‘App Store’.  When we read it or play it, it is not quite what 
we were expecting and are disappointed with it? 

In today’s scripture, Samuel has just seen seven of Jesse’s sons and thought that each one 
of them would be God’s anointed person, only to be told by God ‘not that one’.  We can 
even read in verse 7, what God said to Samuel ‘The Lord does not look at the things 
people look at. People look at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.’ 

This is how we meet today’s ancestor of Jesus.  David had to be sent for, because he was 
out in the field looking after the sheep.  We don’t know at this stage what his brothers 
did, though later in the story we hear that they are soldiers.  We do, however, know some 
of the things that David did whilst he was a shepherd, and how he protected the sheep in 
his care from lions and bears, on his own. 

How similar Jesus is to David.  Jesus referred to himself as the good shepherd and 
described how a shepherd looks after the flock, just as He came to care, protect, look 
after, protect and save His people. 

Activity 

Sometime being a shepherd, like David, could be lonely, as you are out there alone with 

just sheep for company, protecting them from wild animals.  Why don’t you make a card 

for someone you know who will be lonely this Christmas. 

Taking it further 

Read about Jesus being the Good Shepherd in John 10 v 1-21. 

Theme Song Reminder 

‘Prince of Peace’ by Monica Scott - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pnlg3zfTXZE  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pnlg3zfTXZE

