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Scripture 

Then the Lord said to Moses, ‘Take the following fine spices: 500 shekels 
of liquid myrrh, half as much (that is, 250 shekels) of fragrant cinnamon, 
250 shekels of fragrant calamus, 500 shekels of cassia – all according to 
the sanctuary shekel – and a hin of olive oil.  Make these into a sacred 
anointing oil, a fragrant blend, the work of a perfumer. It will be the 
sacred anointing oil.  Then use it to anoint the tent of meeting, the ark 
of the covenant law, the table and all its articles, the lampstand and its 
accessories, the altar of incense, the altar of burnt offering and all its 
utensils, and the basin with its stand.  You shall consecrate them so they 
will be most holy, and whatever touches them will be holy. 

Exodus 30:22-29 (NIV) 

Reflection 

Last year I was in ‘The Works’ looking at some of the gifts that could be bought.  One 
of the items that they had was a home beauty kit, where you could make your own 
soap, bubble bath, lip balm, and perfume. It came with different fragrances (smells) 
including strawberry scent, and what you did was to mix the fragrances together to 
make your own scent.  Once you had mixed your scent, you could then add it to the 
bubble bath mix or to oil to make the lip balm. 

In today’s scripture reading, Moses is given instructions on how to make a special 
scented oil.  The oil was to be used to mark items, like the Ark of the Covenant, the 
table it stands on, and everything in the tent used to house it (later it was used to 
anoint people).  This was done to make them holy, or special and dedicated to God.   

Many years later, people were using oils containing myrrh for some different purposes.  
Queen Esther we are told used oil containing myrrh as a beauty treatment, while 
others used myrrh on people who had died to show they were special and belonged to 
God. 

When the Magi gave the baby Jesus the gift of Myrrh, they were giving a special 
aromatic powder to show that Jesus not only belonged to God, but also that he was 
going to suffer hardships for God. 

Activity 

Make the Christmas Decoration of the King bringing the gift of Myrrh. 

Taking it further 

Read the book of Esther to see how Esther became Queen to save the people of God.  

Theme Song Reminder 

‘All the Angels Sing’ by Doug Horley- https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TO8tt4sWyuU 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TO8tt4sWyuU
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