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James 1:19-27 

 

 

You are probably all-too aware that there is a world-wide pandemic. In fact, I think the 

only people who may not be aware of this are people who live a totally solitary life, 

maybe even a self-sufficient life, like hermits, completely separated from the affects 

and news of the world. 

 

There is, of course, another group of people who are unaware of covid, and those are 

people who see it all as a hoax, drummed up by senior people in countries around the 

world in order for the producers of Zoom to make lots of money or for other selfish 

reasons. 

 

There are many people who have little or even no faith. For example, there are many 

people in the world, even in the streets where we live, who don’t believe in God because 

He cannot be seen.  

 

We may speak to them about our faith, and the evidence as far as we understand it, 

but, at the end of the day, they have a choice. Will they put their faith in something 

that they have not seen? Many people don’t want evidence; instead, before they believe, 

they need proof! 

 

For many of them the answer is ‘no, can’t believe’. It may be a fact that a third of the 

world’s population are Christians, but that is not the case where we live! Far from it! 

 

I don’t know how productive this would be, but it would be interesting to make a list of 

all the reasons that we have heard from people as to why they cannot and will not 

believe in Jesus. 

 

Of course, this does not just apply to religion. It applies to politics and most other 

realms of life too. And, unfortunately, it applies to covid as well. 

 

I was watching the news recently where a woman was in tears, having lost her husband 

to covid, beseeching people to be aware and to be careful. As far as I was concerned 

she was not ‘putting it on’.  

 

She had a message that she wanted everybody to hear. Covid is real, it doesn’t limit its 

effects to a certain age of person, and it has, it is, and it will for some time to come, 

bring about death for many, and mourning for many more. 

 

The question is, do we all hear this?  



 

We still have ‘Covid is a lie’ painted on a house near Morrisons. We still occasionally 

come across people who suggest it isn’t real. And we meet or hear about those who act 

as though it won’t affect them. 

 

Human beings have been given a mind, and we have always been ready to use our minds 

so that we can share our wisdom with those around us. 

 

The various social media platforms mean that we can not only receive the wisdom of 

others, but also share our views easily. 

 

I think that it is good to hear other people’s views. We may not always agree with them, 

because, like them, we have to consider, if you like, the evidence, and make a decision 

based upon that. 

 

I remember when I was doing the door-to-door, before covid rudely interrupted, my 

angle was to try and make people think. I have this view that many people drift through 

life having not considered what, to me, are really important matters. 

 

I produced a leaflet called Evolution or Creation in order to encourage people to think 

about what they believe. Within it, of course, I suggested that evolution was harder to 

believe than there being a Creator. 

 

Anyway, recently I asked that question of two totally separate individuals. Their 

response? – I haven’t thought about it, with an inference that they are not going to 

start thinking about it now, or at any time in the future!  

 

For them the issue was not important! For them such questions in life are not essential. 

We all make decisions on the importance of issues based upon our thoughts. 

 

A few centuries ago, under what we call Christendom, this country was divided. You 

were a Catholic or a Protestant. Being on the wrong side at the wrong time meant 

trouble! But nowadays the choice is much wider than that, with unbelievers in Christ 

being a very large group. People see themselves as having the choice not to believe. 

 

And I’m fine with that – well, maybe not fine, but I have to accept it – as long as they 

have considered the evidence first. It’s those who haven’t looked into it, and aren’t 

willing to look into it, that I feel sad for and frustrated about. At least, I suppose, with 

this latter group there isn’t the desire to share their lack of knowledge with others. 

 

But there are some who do want to share. On the subject of Christianity Richard 

Dawkins became famous in this country for standing up against the Christian faith. And, 

if you look far enough, you can find people who stand up against the reality of covid, 

even presenting us with ‘evidence’ to support their stance. 



 

We, like them, can shout as loudly and as long as we like. After all, Freedom of Speech 

is something that Baptists have argued for in the past. For me the question is, what is 

the message? The secondary question is, what are we expecting to achieve? 

 

If I remember correctly it was Gandhi, when hearing about the Christian faith, who 

said, “If I believed what you believe I would go up on the roof tops and call out to 

everyone.” That is our message, the Good News of Jesus, and, we believe, it’s worth 

listening to. 

 

But what we need to do is get the message right! 

 

Many people have a message to tell, and actually can get quite emotional about it. But in 

order to have something to say, a certain amount of listening or study needs to have 

taken place first. 

 

James put it like this: 

 

Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak and slow to become angry. 

           James 1:19 

 

I remember somebody once saying, “God has given us one mouth and two ears. 

Therefore, we should listen for twice as long as we speak.” I don’t actually agree with 

this, and indeed, as I have said before, I often catch myself wishing I could speak as 

freely as I know some of us do. 

 

It's easy for me to say that everyone should listen, because I am, myself, more of a 

listener than a talker, but this verse is not so that we can complain about or put down 

those amongst us who find it easy to talk. 

 

Talkers have sometimes got a ‘bad press’ over the years. Abigail and Matthew, quite 

recently, found out about (and listened to) Chas and Dave’s song ‘Rabbit’ from the 80s. 

But I don’t have a problem with talkers, and I don’t think James did either. 

 

I think the issue is more with what was said than the amount of talking. 

 

What are we taking in through our ears? – verse 19. What are we taking in through our 

eyes? – verse 25. 

 

It seems that even for James there were times to speak and times to be angry. He only 

suggests that we should get there slowly, not that we shouldn’t get there at all! 

  

We need to be ready to receive from external sources. James, in verse 25, writes 

about looking ‘intently into the perfect law’, and, of course, we listen to others. 



 

And we need to be very careful about what we say, because people can and do take our 

words seriously. We only have to look at the Trump supporters in America to see how 

easy it is for people to be encouraged by words. 

 

Maybe, you could say, you’re not as well-known as him, or don’t have as many ‘followers’, 

but your words, and indeed my words, influence others. 

 

We have that verse where Paul says we should be, 

 

speaking to one another with psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit. 

           Ephesians 5:19 

 

Yes, it may be interesting if we put to music everything we said, singing our words, or 

just quoted the Bible to each other, but I don’t really think that this is where James 

was coming from. Rather, he is saying, don’t allow the rubbish of this world to be in you, 

to come out of your mouth, or be seen in your actions or reactions. 

 

Listen. Listen to God. Listen to others. Listen, then consider. 

 

As the taxi driver said to Sherlock in A study in pink, “Why can’t people think?”  

 

There is a phrase out there now, ‘Fake news’. We receive phone calls offering us this, 

that and the other. I don’t know how many times I have been asked by someone if they 

can sort me some compensation for a car accident I haven’t had! Yes, lies abound! 

 

But we are not called to cut ourselves off from the world. Many Christians have in the 

past, but we are called to be “in the world, not of it.” 

 

We need to think, and in order to think, we must ensure some form of input, by hearing 

or seeing. But then we need to consider the evidence, or the facts, as best we can. 

 

Yes, God is able to perform miracles. But I recently saw someone had written ‘The 

blood of Jesus protects my family from covid’. We have been told to not put the Lord 

our God to the test, so I am wary of such declarations.  

 

Yes, we believe in prayer. But we also believe that covid does not care who is and who is 

not a Christian. For me taking evasive action is not a sign of little or no faith. We were 

told to be wise! 

 

Listen first. Consider the information and decide, with the wisdom you have or the 

wisdom that you receive from God when you ask Him. Then you can speak. And then, if 

necessary, you can become angry. This, I believe, is James’ advice to us all. 

 


