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Resurrection Confirmed 

 

Today’s  reading was briefly introduced by the young people last week.  Two of our Lord’s followers were 

travelling back home from Passover-time in Jerusalem.  They were feeling pretty glum – things had not 

happened the way they had expected.  As they, that is Cleopas and a friend, maybe a brother or his wife, 

walked along they were talking about the last few days, sad days for them.  And as they were walking 

along they were joined by another man walking in the same direction – presumably also travelling from 

Jerusalem.  The conversation might have gone something like this: 

 

“Hi” 

“Hello” 

“Hello – where are you headed to this evening?” 

“We’re just on our way home – not too far – just to Emmaus.” 

“Been in Jerusalem for the Passover, have you?” 

“Yes, what about you?” 

“Yes, I’ve been in Jerusalem too.  Great evening for a walk, but I couldn’t help over hearing some of your 

conversation as I was catching up with you... Is something troubling you?  You seem to be a bit upset or 

unhappy about something, anything I can help with?” 

“If you’ve been in Jerusalem surely you must have seen or heard some of the awful things that have been 

happening?” 

“Sorry – what awful things?” 

“Haven’t you heard what they did to Jesus of Nazareth?  He was the most amazing person we’ve ever 

met.” 

“Oh... go on, tell me about him, what happened to him?” 

“He was a prophet, and he performed the most wonderful miracles, and he was a great teacher.  Not to 

put too fine a point on it – we think he was truly anointed by God as well as being looked up to by so 

many people.  He had lots of followers, including us.  We thought he was the Messiah, we were sure of it.  

We thought he had come to rescue all of us in Israel – rescue us from these Romans.  But for some reason 

the leading priests and that – they didn’t like him and arrested him and handed him over to the Romans 

to condemn him to death... and three days ago they crucified him – it was horrible.  Then, only this 

morning, some of the women from our group went to the tomb where he had been laid to rest and, and 

when they got there they found that the body had gone... he wasn’t there any longer!  They told us they 

had seen angels there who said that Jesus is alive!  Some of the men went there to check out what the 

women had said – and true enough – his body had gone.  Sorry, we are feeling really upset about it all, we 

didn’t mean to burden you as well.” 

“Don’t worry, it’s not a problem.  This Messiah – you know – the scriptures say a lot about the Messiah, 

it’s just that sometimes we can’t see it.  Way back with Moses – he talked in Deuteronomy (c18 15-20) 

about God raising up a prophet whom the people of Israel should listen to and follow and obey, and you 
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talked about this Jesus being a prophet; Jesus is this prophet that Moses talked about.  And you talked 

about Jesus being crucified, do you remember what Moses did in the wilderness when they had a problem 

with poisonous snakes – he made an image of a snake and put it up on a pole (Numbers 21) and told the 

people of Israel that if they were bitten then, if they looked up at that replica snake then they would be ok, 

they would be healed and protected, as if that snake on the pole were taking the poison away and saving 

them from its effects – just like when the Messiah was put up on that cross – if you look up, as it were, and 

trust him, really believe in Him, then all that poison, that wrong-doing in your life, will simply be taken 

away and you will be healed from its effects.   

“And then you can see from the Psalms as well something of the Messiah’s life, predicted all those years 

ago – like (Psalm 22) his life being poured out like water, and his hands and feet being pierced, his clothes 

being divided up and dice being thrown for his robe.  And Isaiah tells us about an everlasting ruler (Isaiah 

9), the Prince of Peace, Mighty God, a ruler of fairness and justice, a descendant of King David and yet 

born of a virgin (Isaiah 7), and he also talks about the Messiah being beaten and mocked and spat upon 

and whipped and pierced, led like a lamb to his death, having been unjustly condemned but not fighting 

back, and then buried in a rich man’s grave (Isaiah 50, 52, 53). 

“It’s not just Moses and David and Isaiah – there are many others of the prophets who spoke of the 

Messiah – like Daniel (c7) who had many visions from Almighty God – including seeing the Son of Man, the 

Messiah, coming on a cloud into the Heavenly Father’s presence and being given authority and honour 

and sovereignty in an everlasting Kingdom.  And you remember when, only a week ago, Jesus rode into 

Jerusalem on a colt, on a young donkey – just like Zechariah said would happen for the coming King (c9).  

And then – who do you think Malachi was talking about when he said ‘I am sending my messenger and he 

will prepare the way before me.  Then the Lord you are seeking will suddenly come to his temple.  The 

messenger of the covenant, whom you look for so eagerly, is surely coming...’  Surely you remember, out 

at the River Jordan, John who was baptising people and telling them that it was not he who was the 

Messiah, but that ‘someone is coming soon who is so great that I am not worthy even to be his slave’... 

and when Jesus, who you say has been crucified, went to John to be baptised John recognised him and felt 

unworthy to baptise him, but Jesus insisted; John was the messenger preparing the way and Jesus is the 

messenger of the covenant.  And also... sorry, it looks like you’re nearly home – isn’t this Emmaus?  I must 

let you get home; but thank you for letting me walk with you.” 

“Don’t go... it’s going to be getting dark soon – won’t you come and stay the night with us – we have 

spare room and it won’t be long before we can have a meal ready.  Really – you will be most welcome.” 

“Are you sure – I don’t want to be any trouble.” 

“Yes, please stay with us for the night, you can complete your journey tomorrow.” 

 

And so they all went to Cleopas’ house.  It wasn’t long before there was food on the table and as they 

started to eat Jesus took the bread, and blessed it, and broke it and gave it to them.  Suddenly their eyes 

were opened, the person who they had spent the last hour or two with was Jesus, how could they not 

have recognised Him?  And now He was gone, disappeared.  Perhaps the women had been right all along 

– Jesus has risen.  It didn’t matter that evening was drawing in – in their excitement they hurried back to 

Jerusalem as fast as they could to tell the others – they had a good idea where to find them.  When they 

got there they were told straightaway that Jesus had appeared to Peter, and then they shared their news 

about having met with Jesus on their way to Emmaus, and how they hadn’t recognised Him at first – well 
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actually not until He broke bread with them, and... well the rest of the account is for Graham to share 

next week. 

 

But so what – what has this passage to say to us, here, today?   

 

All of us get a bit down at times, sad, unhappy, and that’s perfectly natural and can be for all sorts of 

reasons; there’s probably not a single one of us who can honestly claim to have been happy every 

moment of our lives.  Maybe some of us are feeling a bit that way today, for some of us lockdown has 

been a real trial.  Jesus has promised to never leave us or forsake us if we truly believe in Him, and He is 

there, every moment of every day, walking through life’s journey with us, even when we are not at our 

happiest, but sometimes we don’t recognise Him there just like Cleopas didn’t.  Sometimes our thoughts, 

our concerns, our worries, our busy-ness just clouds our vision and we do not see that He is there with us 

– sharing our life and wanting us to share His life.  But He is ever present, give time in your life to let Him 

in; be still, and know that He is God and that He is your God and your ever-present, ever-loving, friend 

and companion. 

 

But there is more than that.  We probably think of Jesus as part of the New Testament, but so much of 

the Old Testament, which is all that the people of Jesus’ time had, points to Jesus, Jesus the Messiah.  I 

have no doubt that Jesus would have expounded so many more examples of this than I have briefly 

mentioned this morning – His knowledge is somewhat greater than mine to put it very mildly, and He may 

well have had a couple of hours walking with them.  But it absolutely amazes me that there are so many 

times in the Old Testament where there is so much accurate detail about things centuries into the future 

that it cannot be other than by divine inspiration; and far more ably than I have been able to do, Jesus 

explained to Cleopas and his companion just how so much of those divinely-inspired writings point to 

Jesus as the Messiah – He is their fulfilment. 

 

Very importantly, though, Jesus had also made a number of predictions about Himself – that He would be 

handed over to be put to death, and that He would rise again on the third day (eg. Matthew 16 21 / 17 22), 

and that was exactly what happened.  Strangely His disciples seemed to have forgotten about the 

resurrection part for the moment and in their grief concentrated on His death – understandable perhaps, 

but there was an understanding and expectation of resurrection, at least in some form, amongst many 

people at that time, indeed Daniel (12 1/2) talks of those who are ‘asleep in the dust of the earth’ being 

awakened, some to eternal life and others to shame and everlasting contempt.  The Pharisees seemingly 

believed in resurrection, though we know one of the distinguishing features of the Sadducees was that 

they did not.  For us there could be no salvation without our Lord’s death and His resurrection.   

 

In His death He took on all our sins, the transgressions, the wrong-doings of all the world in a once and for 

all sacrifice to cast aside the sins of all who have / who do / who will believe in Him and trust in Him and 

be His disciples, committing their lives to Him.  It was Isaiah who told of the Messiah being “led like a 

lamb to the slaughter” – the sacrificial lamb – sacrificed as an atonement for sin, but unlike the sacrifices 

of the Old Testament, Jesus was the ultimate, once and for all, sacrifice to wipe away our sins and to 
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present us as clean and righteous before God the Father and to fit us to eternal life in heaven.  And that 

needed not only His sacrifice but also His conquering of death itself; it needed His resurrection; it needed 

Jesus to rise from the dead, as we know He did. 

 

And why would Jesus do all this – because His love for you and me, for the people throughout history who 

are His creation.  His love is such that He wants us to share His heavenly life, to be with Him, throughout 

eternity.  And that is who this Jesus is – the One who walked the Emmaus Road with a couple of His 

followers, explaining to them that He, He alone, is the one and only Messiah, the fulfilment of scripture.  

Will you walk with Him as He walks with you? 


