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From the Minister, 

Some months ago I started thinking about the possibility of our church becoming more 
involved in overseas mission. It was a thought that I held onto for a time, but then it got 
swamped by other things. 

As you are probably well aware of, we, as a fellowship, are blessed in having people from 
many different nationalities among our number. Within our fellowship we also have those 
who have been involved in different forms of mission around the world. It seems right for us 
to be, once more, looking into the possibility of mission, even if in the first instance the 
number of us who may physically be involved is small. 

But, of course, mission isn't just overseas. We have a mission field right on our doorstep. I 
think it was Wesley who famously said, 'The world is my Parish'. We may not acknowledge 
Parishes (certain areas of land) in the Baptist church, but if we saw Dover, or even just, say, 
a one-mile radius circle surrounding our church as 'our area', what we could say is, 'The 
world is in our area'. People from many countries now live shoulder-to-shoulder with us. 
Our mission, our on-going, 24/7 mission, is here. 

I, with a couple of others, went down the town just before Christmas to ask individuals what 
their thoughts of Christmas were. It was very sad to realise that for most people the main 
point of Christmas is nothing to do with Jesus. I suppose this can be seen easily enough, 
though, if we consider how many people attend church over the Christmas period, or, more 
importantly, how many people do not attend church. 

I'm not rubbishing what has been done in the past, or what is being done now, by members 
of the church regarding mission, but I would like to see us doing more! We know that we 
have received a command to 'Go and make disciples' (Matt 28:19}, yet sometimes we need 

• a push out of the door. God, Paul says, wants everyone to be saved (1 Tim 2:4). If I am a 
disciple (as I believe we all are), I have a responsibility to make more disciples. Telling others 
about what Jesus means to us is a part !)f that. 

But, wouldn't it be nice to sample another part of the world? Wouldn't it be nice to go and 
be a blessing to those who would appreciate our visit? 

We (Nicole, Lisa and myself) started talking about mission recently. Our next meeting will be 
working out the details, but the suggestion was that it could happen in April 2020! 

Would you be interested in finding out more about this? Then speak to one of us. 

The Apostle Paul was asked in a vision, "Come over to Macedonia and help us." - Acts 16:9 

Is it our time to go? 
Graham Stanford (Minister) 



JANUARY Please Pray 
1 We 19:30 Church Prayer Meeting 

Winter Night Shelter 
For the work of the winter night shelter. For the safety of guests and 
volunteers 

2 Th  For Janet as she organizes the flower rota 

3 Fr  For the work of BMS and our Link Missionaries 

4 Sa  For all those attend Sunday Workshop and their families 

5 Su 10:30 Morning Worship with Communion led by the Revd Graham Stanford John 
1:1-10 
18:00  Evening Praise led by David Clarke Matthew 2:12 

For Graham and David and the music group as they lead the 
services today, those doing sound, those doing the data 
projection and those leading the intercessions and giving the 
reading and the Sunday Workshop team 

6 Mo  For the work of Dover Soup Kitchen, Dover Food Bank  Dover Street 
Pastors and for the work of the outreach centre 

7 Tu  For all those affected by conflict especially those made homeless and 
forced to flee as refugees 

8 We 19:30 Church Prayer Meeting 
Winter Night Shelter 

For the work of the winter night shelter. For the safety of guests and 
volunteers 

9 Th  For the Church Secretary and the Church Treasurer 

10 Fr Deacons’ Meeting For the Deacons and Graham as they discern God’s vision for the 
church 

11 Sa  For those who work in the Port of Dover and David Clark and David 
Slater as Port Chaplains 

12 Su 10:30 Morning Worship led by the Revd Graham Stanford and Jonathan Wheeler 
Psalm 148 
18:00  Evening Praise led by the Revd Graham Stanford Matthew 3:1-17 

For Graham and Jonathan and the music group as they lead the 
services today, those doing sound, those doing the data projection 
and those leading the intercessions and giving the reading and the 
Sunday Workshop team 

13 Mo  For the work of the Mission to Seafarers and for all those who work 
“in peril on the sea” 

14 Tu  For all those involved in the Brexit negotiations and the 
preparations for a no-deal Brexit and those who are affected 
by Brexit and for the work being done in the Port 

15 We 19:30 Church Prayer Meeting 
Winter Night Shelter 

For the work of the winter night shelter. For the safety of 
guests and volunteers 

16 Th  For the work of Dover Town Council, Dover District Council and Kent 
County Council 

17 Fr  For all those who work in the NHS or the care sector 

18 Sa  For the deacons and their families and for Graham, Helen and the 
family 

19 Su 10:30 Morning Worship led by Revd Graham Stanford John 1:19-34 
15:00 CTiD Service for the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 
NO EVENING SERVICE 

For Graham, Jonathan and the music group as they lead the services 
today, those doing sound, those doing the data projection and those 
leading the intercessions and giving the reading and the Sunday 
Workshop Team 

20 Mo  For all those working in the NHS and care sectors 

21 Tu  For the work of Tearfund 

22 We 19:30 Church Prayer Meeting 
Winter Night Shelter  

For the work of the winter night shelter. For the safety of guests and 
volunteers 

23 Th  For Rob and the team looking after the buildings and for Will the 
caretaker and for the groups using the church buildings 

24 Fr  For our MP, Town, District and County Councillors, that they may 
seek the best way forward for Dover 

25 Sa Good Book Library and Coffee Morning For the Good Book Library, the work of the Weigh Inn and Christian 
authors 

26 Su 10:30 Morning Worship led by the Revd Graham Stanford John 1:35-51 
18:00  Evening Praise led by the Revd Graham Stanford 2 Corinthians 12:6-10 

For Graham and the music group as they lead the services today, 
those doing sound, those doing the data projection and those 
leading the intercessions and giving the reading and the Sunday 
Workshop Team 

27 Mo  For the work of The Bible Society and for Open Doors 

28 Tu  For all those involved in working with children in Dover 

29 We 19:30 Church Prayer Meeting 
Winter Night Shelter  

For the work of the winter night shelter. For the safety of guests and 
volunteers 

30 Th  For the Home Group leaders and the members of home groups 

31 Fr Supper Club For the supper club team and for all those who attend the meetings 

 


