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John 5:24-40 

 

We, as you know, live in a very frightening and dangerous time. And the unusual thing 

about this fear is that it has affected every country in the world. There have been 

wars, even WWI and WWII, where there have been some countries that chose not to 

get involved. But this present virus doesn’t respect country borders, ethical codes, or 

apparently now, even age. We live in a very frightening and dangerous time. 

 

It reminds me of a part within the film Dad’s Army where Captain Mainwaring has been 

informed that there is a spy in the area, and suddenly he sees an Adolf Hitler 

moustache first on his wife, then on a baby in a pram. And that is the problem. The 

nearest ‘enemy’ could be 20 miles away, or 20 feet. We just don’t know. 

 

So what should be my, or, should I say, our, response, as a Christian to this situation. 

As we know, Matthew writes (in Matthew 5:45), “He [God] causes his sun to rise on the 

evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous.” Just like with 

cancer and the common cold this virus attacks Christians as well as unbelievers. Yes, we 

know we have the privilege and power of prayer on our side, and I’m sure that many of 

us have been, and will continue to be, praying for ourselves, our family, our friends, and 

many others. God, we know, hears our prayers. 

 

It is nice to remember that with God all things are possible (Matthew 19:26) because 

then we can pray in faith. God can bring healing to those for whom we pray. But it again 

reminds me of Daniel’s friends, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, and their total 

commitment to God. Basically, they say, ‘God can rescue us…but if He doesn’t, He is still 

God.’ (Daniel 3:17-18). They clearly show a faith in God that is not dependent on Him 

doing what they want Him to do for them. They know He is able, but don’t know whether 

He will. And whether He does or does not rescue them their faith is secure. He will still 

be their God. 

 

Which is exactly where we find ourselves today. Just like in the past we have heard 

stories of miracles – the New Testament is full of them, and so, if we look in the right 

places, has been the history of the Church over the last 2,000 years. God can, and at 

times does, intervene. Miracles are not tricks, they are not made up, but real times 

when the impossible happens. We’re coming towards Easter. There is probably the 

greatest miracle of all – the empty tomb! So, we can pray, for ourselves, for others.  

 

There’s also that verse that says, ‘love casts out fear’ (1 John 4:18), Admittedly, John 

here is speaking of the fear of judgment, but I think it holds true in our present 

predicament. Do we fear this virus so much that if affects our mind, and for some, 

their relationships with other people?  



I have noticed that our present situation has brought out the best and the worst in 

people (though not the same people, if that makes sense). Fear can affect our 

responses and our actions. There is presently the fear of the virus, which, I suppose, is 

because there is a fear of death. Whether people believe in judgment and then a 

continuation, whether in heaven or hell as we hold to, or something else, the possibility 

of death has become very real and very close. And not being able to see where the 

enemy is only heightens this fear. 

 

Into this situation, just as into his own situation nearly 2,000 years ago, Jesus, as 

recorded in John’s Gospel, speaks. Within today’s passage we hear only the voice of 

Jesus. No response, no reaction, so we need to do a little bit of digging to see who He is 

speaking to. 

 

We have the phrase (in the NIV), ‘You have sent…’ in verse 33 and, ‘you refuse…’ in 

verse 40 which suggests that a decent proportion of the listeners were not His 

disciples. They were probably God-fearing Jews, but Jews who were not, or at least had 

not yet become, followers of Jesus. We can’t be certain of their views on an after-life 

as we know from elsewhere that there was a difference of opinion that was held at this 

point in time. The Pharisees believed in an after-life, but the Sadducees did not. This 

we find explained in Matthew chapter 22, with the same story recorded in Mark 12 and 

Luke 20 also. Here we have the Sadducees questioning Jesus about marriage following 

the resurrection, and Jesus telling them that they do not the Scriptures or the power 

of God. As He goes on to say, God is the God of the living – of which Abraham, Isaac 

and Jacob are three living people; and is God powerful enough to raise a person from 

death? Of course He is! Nothing is impossible for God! 

 

So, we can’t know if the listeners feared the future, and maybe it’s not important 

anyway. But what is important, at least as Jesus’ argument is concerned here, is ‘life’. 

The phrase ‘will live’ (v25) appears once, and the word ‘life’ is found 7 times. Two of 

these are about the life of God – the Father Himself is one, and the Son, Jesus, is the 

other – both in verse 26. There is a suggestion that could be made that the last 

reference, in verse 40, refers to the here and now, but overall the emphasis is on the 

life to come.  

 

Which, in a way, could take us back to Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego. Or, could take 

us forward (in the Bible) to Paul’s letter to the Romans. Can anything separate us from 

the love of God? Even death (Romans 8:38)? No, nothing. God was faithful for Daniel’s 

friends; God was faithful for Paul. God will remain faithful to His word for you. 

 

‘…whoever hears my word and believes Him who sent me has eternal life’ (John 5:24) 

‘…those who hear will live’ (John 5:25) 

‘…come to me to have life’ (John 5:40) 

 



As Christians we have believed Him, heard the invitation and come to Jesus. This means 

we have received life; life now, but also life to come. 

 

The World may fear, but we don’t need to. 

 

Admittedly, we can fear for others, as long as this fear for us is turned into words of 

encouragement to them and prayer to our Father in Heaven. 

 

We can also be tempted to fear how the end may come, but that is where our faith 

comes in. 

 

We may find the example of Jesus well beyond where we find ourselves: 

 

 For the joy that was set before him he endured the cross… (Hebrews 12:2) 

 

The writer suggests that the reason Jesus was able to go through with the plan of 

redemption, at the price of His own life, was because of His own confidence in the 

resurrected life, with God, in Heaven, that would follow. That was His future; it’s also 

our future. 

 

Anyway, we may not have that same ‘joy’, as the writer called it, but this should still be 

the time that our faith shines through. You may have the faith of Daniel’s friends, that 

nothing bad will befall you, that God will deliver you or keep you safe from this virus 

that’s sweeping the world. Or, you may have their faith that says that even if this thing 

does prevail over you, your faith in God will not waver. Whichever it is of these for you 

at this moment, the outcome is the same. You can rest in His faithfulness. 

 

Do we have something to offer to those around us? Hopefully the answer is ‘yes’. We 

are not called upon to ignore the problems as if they aren’t there. Instead, we are 

called to acknowledge the problems and show a faith to those around us that we see 

Paul had in Romans 8. Nothing can separate us from God’s love. As Jesus said in John 5, 

we have eternal life – life that continues for all eternity, beyond the grave. 

 

We are called to be faithful to God because He has always been faithful to us. This 

does not mean that nothing bad has ever happened to us, it’s more an acknowledgement 

that God has been there, with us, even in the most difficult times – thoughts of the 

valley of the shadow of death of Psalm 23 spring to mind. 

 

For our faith to be true we don’t need to hold out for never becoming sick, we need to 

hold out for God being with us, and God having promised that whatever happens we will 

be with Him forever. 

 

I’m sure you remember a quote I really like (maybe because it’s close to my own 

thoughts). It’s in a film (Bridge of Spies) where an American lawyer speaks to the 



captured (accused) Russian spy. He says to the Russian, ‘If guilty they will kill you; 

aren’t your scared?’ The wonderful answer was, ‘Why? Will it help?’ 

 

We shouldn’t be uncaring about the future, but we should be faithful – full of faith. 

 

Yes, the road is hidden from us. Just like the rest of the population we don’t know 

where the enemy is. 

 

We can take authority; we can pray. 

 

And we can show to a fearful world that faith really does make a difference. 

 

I heard someone say that there are no atheists on the battlefield. I don’t know if this 

is true, but those are places where you need that bit extra, some outside help maybe, 

to give you the edge, and see you through to the end of the day. 

 

For many people this is a war that, at present, cannot be won. But we have something so 

much better than an antidote, however wonderful one of those would be right now. We 

have life! 

 

We do not need to fear! Praise God! 

 

God has spoken, and His word will not prove false. 

 

If we believe in Him we know that we have eternal life. 

 

Maybe that doesn’t necessarily fill us with joy, but it should put at least a little smile 

on our face! 

 

So do not fear! God knows; God cares; God is faithful! 

 

As you consider these thoughts I would suggest you look up (on Youtube, etc.) and play 

Brian Doerksen’s song ‘Your faithfulness’. 

 

“Yes, Father, I will rest in Your faithfulness.” 

  

 

 

 

 


