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John 20:24-31 

 

 

Within our reading today we have a concentration on one of the disciples in particular, 

Thomas, and his coming to terms with the resurrection. 

 

Thomas seems to be a person who was all-or-nothing, in or out, black or white, if you 

know what I mean. 0 or 100%. You may even know someone like this: I have met a few. 

 

One of my lasting memories of being at Bible College was the separation from what you 

could term real-life, and a saturation in the Bible. What I noticed during that time was 

how my view of the Scriptures became very black and white. It was all very clear, and I 

knew exactly where I stood because all I had to concentrate on was the Word of God. 

And then, as always happens at the end of a Course, I came out and started to meet 

people with what you could call complicated lives, where a black and white view of 

Scripture was hard to apply. 

 

Obviously, certain parts of Scripture will never, in my mind, be brought into question – 

the love of God, the death of Jesus to take away our sins, the resurrection, ascension, 

and many other things. But the real life of individuals even within a church introduced a 

certain greyness, rather than a black and white stance. 

 

To me, it seems that the idea of greyness would be unknown to Thomas.  

 

We don’t know much about him really. He is mentioned in the Gospels of Matthew, Mark 

and Luke, and in the book of Acts, but each of these contains just one entry, and that 

is within a list of the disciples. Therefore, to know a little more of Thomas all we have 

to go on is the Gospel of John. 

 

While Jesus was alive we have two separate quotes from Thomas. The first is found in 

chapter 11. Jesus had been told that his friend Lazarus was sick and dying, yet delays 

rather than rushing over to see him. As Martha says when she finally does meet Jesus, 

He could have saved him from dying (v21), but Jesus delayed and Lazarus died. But 

before we get to this point, even before Jesus and the disciples set out, Jesus tells 

them that Lazarus has died (v14), and it’s following on from this comment that Thomas 

speaks out. ‘‘Let us also go, that we may die with him.” Sorted! That’s about as ‘all’ as 

someone could ever be! He may not truly have understood how it was going to happen, 

but if that’s the way life is leading, let’s get on with it!  

 

The other time we read of Thomas speaking is found in chapter 14. Jesus is comforting 

His disciples as He explains that He will be going away, and amongst other things 

suggests that they will be following in due course.  



This, it seems, is just too vague for Thomas, who offers his question, “Lord, we don’t 

know where you are going, so how can we know the way?” (v5) 

 

I think we should appreciate Thomas and this question, for without it we may not have 

had written down something that can be seen to separate Christianity from the other 

religions of the world – that bold statement of Jesus in verse 6: 

 

Jesus answered, ‘I am the way and the truth and the life.  

No one comes to the Father except through me. 

 

That was Thomas’ answer – the way is through Jesus! 

 

Thomas wanted it made clear, and if it wasn’t clear, it wasn’t right. 

 

So Thomas wanted things made very clear. And really, unfortunately, the main thing 

that Thomas is remembered for is found in our reading from chapter 20. He wanted 

proof. He was not going to believe anybody’s word. In those days the word of a woman 

was not rated highly (though in John’s Gospel – see 20:3 – Mary’s words got a clear 

reaction from Peter and the other disciple (John)). But actually, for Thomas, I don’t 

think the word of a man carried much more weight. Unless he, with his own eyes, saw 

the risen Jesus and he, with his own fingers and hand, checked out the physical damage 

that had been done to His body, there was no way he would believe. “Don’t bother trying 

to convince me,” he could have said, “I won’t believe you anyway.” 

 

The next part of the story could be entitled ‘the love of Jesus’. Thomas’ attitude could 

have meant that there was another vacancy on the disciples’ bench. Judas, as we know, 

had gone, and if Thomas had never met up with the risen Jesus he may not have 

continued with them, because he would not have been a witness. Admittedly, he could 

have told about Jesus’ life and His teachings; he could have told of His miracles and His 

claims; he could also have spoken about his death that brings life by that long word we 

occasionally use – propitiation (meaning He took our place, like a ransom, or redemption). 

And, of course, that is the Gospel. But there would be something missing, obviously. 

 

The resurrection was essential, yet even that was not the end of the story, for the 

disciples would also receive ‘power’ when the Holy Spirit arrived (Acts 1:8) – but that’s 

not part of today’s story. The physical, unquestionable, resurrection of Jesus, though, 

is. 

 

And Jesus wanted him to believe, and so went back the following week at a time when 

Thomas was with the other disciples to prove to Thomas that the resurrection was real. 

Jesus had a physical body that had the physical marks.  

 

Thomas’ unbelief, or doubt, was blown away, and he comes out with that amazing 

statement (v28): 



“My Lord and my God!” 

 

He had needed the proof, and he got the proof. And over the next forty days Jesus 

appeared to different people at different times, and then, of course, in that vision to 

Paul (or Saul, in Acts 9:5). Through the last 2,000 years He has also appeared to 

others. But most of us, I would suggest, are in that large group of people who have to 

‘believe without seeing’ (v29). 

 

As we have said over and over again as we have read through John’s Gospel, the 

message is clear. It’s about belief. There may be, in fact I’m sure there are, people who 

are just like Thomas. For them they need the ‘facts’, and without such they will not or 

cannot believe. And it’s our job, with God’s help, to know how to speak to such people 

and present them with enough evidence, as seeing the risen Jesus is not an option that 

we can offer. Unfortunately, there may well be some who will never get to accept on 

evidence alone. 

 

We have been reading recently of politicians and other influential people around the 

world who dismissed covid-19 as a fake, at their expense and the expense of others. 

I’m very much aware that rumour-mongering and scare-mongering does happen, and 

misinformation is freely available, unfortunately, so to an extent we do need to 

remember to not believe everything we hear. But we must believe in something.  

 

Thomas’ story raises for me the question of how much he trusted the other disciples? 

Were they a bunch of jokers who made up things at times, and therefore it was a job 

to separate their truth from their tales? Or, was it just this one instance that he 

couldn’t accept it? 

 

It reminds me of one surprising verse at the end of Matthew’s Gospel. Jesus had risen 

from the dead, appeared to His disciples over a number of weeks and was just about to 

rise up into the air, and we have these words: 

 

When they saw him, they worshipped him; but some doubted. (Matthew 28:17) 

 

Thomas is singled out as a doubter, but clearly he was not the only one. Others had 

seen him yet still doubted. I just find that amazing! 

 

Jesus had raised Lazarus from the dead (and Thomas clearly was a part of the 

discussion if not there when it happened), and Jesus had spoken about His own 

resurrection, but even so Thomas needed the hard, solid proof! And Jesus graciously 

gave it to him. 

 

Thinking about that statement at the top of this page always reminds me that the 

strongest part of the argument is actually what was not said, if you follow me. Jesus, in 

Thomas’ mind, and in John’s mind (as the writer of the Gospel) is God.  



That is the statement. Jesus is God. 

 

And Jesus did not rebuke him. He could have said, ‘well, yes, we are all gods’ (see John 

10:34-35), but He didn’t. The more expected answer could have been, ‘What? Don’t you 

know there’s only one God?’ But He didn’t say that either. He accepted the 

acknowledgment. Jesus was, is, and always will be, God! 

 

So where does this lead us? What can we take from this story? 

 

I suppose the first point is that if you’ve ever not believed something that someone 

else says God has done, you’re not the first. We hear of miracles, people coming back 

from death, people slain in (going down under the influence of) the Spirit, gold teeth 

appearing in people’s mouths, etc., and our response is “It’s not my experience! I won’t 

believe!” That was Thomas, and that could be you. But, please, don’t reject everything 

you hear. Yes, we’ve been told to be as wise as serpents and innocent as doves (Matthew 

10:16), but I’ve come to realise that I know so little of what God is able to do. I have 

seen so much, but there is so much more! Don’t harden your hearts, but open your eyes, 

and look to see what God is doing.  

 

We are also aware that there are many unbelievers who also would say they need proof. 

One bit of evidence to support the resurrection of Jesus is the disciples’ change of 

character. Before the resurrection they were hiding away, maybe even fearful that 

they would be next to be arrested, tried and killed. But not long afterwards they were 

not only speaking publicly about the resurrection, but were willing to die for that same 

belief, In the same way our commitment to the resurrection of Jesus is evidence that 

it happened. We have an amazing story to tell. 

 

Thomas, it is believed, went off as a missionary to India, where he not only baptised 

new believers, but was also killed, it is said, by a spear in his side. It’s a nice idea, 

whether it’s true or not. 

 

It is natural to question things, to make up our own minds about things. I have been a 

bad, untrusting, driver. Saying that, I think my driving is okay, but I find it hard to 

take advice from the person in the passenger seat. If I’m told we need to go a certain 

way I don’t take that way until I’ve also seen it written on a sign. That’s how it used to 

be, anyway. I’m aware of that doubting side in me and I’m trying, as best I can, to put 

trust in the advice I’m given, and to go with that call, whether it’s right or not. 

 

Sometimes it’s right to doubt, to question, but please, check out the evidence. 

 

Thomas should have had enough evidence, but he needed more. We may never get such 

clear, rock-solid evidence presented to us, but that’s fine: 

 

“Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.” (John 20:29) 


