
5/4/20 – Palm Sunday 

Reading - John 12:12-28 

 

As we continue under these weird conditions dictated to us by the coronavirus, with our 

only going out for necessities and our social spacing, it makes me realise how different 

the Gospels would be if such a world-wide outbreak had happened then. Of course, we 

don’t know how long it will be before life as we used to know it returns, if indeed it does 

prove to return to exactly as it was before. 

 

But just imagine the scene: Jesus is on His way to get baptised by John, only to get 

there to find that there was nobody there, other than a representative of the Local 

Authority. ‘Sorry, baptisms have been cancelled until further notice!’ The baptism of 

Jesus within the Gospels is seen as the launch of His Ministry, but throughout the 

whole of that Ministry there is so often the reference to ‘crowds’. The gathering of 

the 12, the wider group of disciples, the feeding of multitudes, people gathering in 

houses, pushing close as He is walking down the street… The list goes on. In fact, it’s 

hard to find a chapter in the Gospels about Jesus’ Ministry where there is no mention 

of a decent-sized group of people. Our reading today presents us with such a gathering. 

 

The NIV introduces this passage as The Triumphal Entry, but maybe the modern term 

of Palm Sunday is enough to remind us of the story. And John begins his story by 

mentioning the gathering of a ‘great crowd’. John’s version of this part of Jesus’ life, 

which, of course, is found in all four gospels, not only includes information found within 

the Synoptics (those ‘seen together’, as they are similar in many ways) Gospels, but also 

extra material that he, John, remembered when writing his own book. Yes, we have the 

direction of travel (towards Jerusalem), we have the shouts of the onlookers (including 

Old Testament quotes), we have the animal being ridden (a young donkey), and, of 

course, Jesus receiving the acclaim from many people. These are all found in verses 12 

to 15. 

 

Following on from this we have a few things that are unique to John. It’s almost as if 

you can see John looking around at three distinct groups within the crowd. He starts 

off by noticing the disciples of Jesus, who did not really understand what was being 

done, or indeed what they were doing; or indeed the message that was being declared 

loud and clear – here is the King, albeit a humble King, on a donkey’s colt, not a war 

horse, and He is coming into town. Note the reference in verse 15, to the quote from 

Zechariah 9:9: 

 

‘Your King is coming, seated on a donkey’s colt.’ 

 

Second, he noticed that the crowds were growing because of the raising of Lazarus 

from the tomb (verses 17 and 18). And third, there were the Pharisees, the group of 



Jewish religious leaders, who didn’t want Jesus around at all, yet who were unable to 

sway the crowd against Jesus because of the stories of His miraculous power. 

 

In fact there is a fourth group that John becomes aware of – foreigners, Greeks – who 

would like to see Jesus (verse 21). We have verse 22 where the message is passed along 

to Jesus, but we are never told whether they really get their request met. 

 

And so we could say that this brings us to the end of that amazing entry, and if we 

considered each in their turn we would see that the four Gospel writers finish off their 

story with a slightly different ending. For John this is the beginning of the end, and 

the next few verses are all looking forward to something later in the week – His death. 

 

A lot was going to happen over the next few days, and nearly half of John’s Gospel is 

about that last week, which The Church often calls Holy Week.  

 

The Triumphal Entry is indeed a celebration, a time of rejoicing, an acknowledgement 

that Jesus is indeed the King, and His entry into Jerusalem does suggest the arrival of 

the true King. We dwell on this point on Palm Sunday, and then, for many Christians, the 

next time they can (or choose to) attend a Church event it’s Easter Day – and the real 

celebration can begin! That is next week’s story. Maybe this jump from one celebration 

to the next is not your experience, especially if you’ve been used to attending Maundy 

Thursday of Good Friday events, but, for some, the days in-between these two Sundays 

aren’t really acknowledged. At least, that’s how it was for me in the past. But we know 

that a significant event, actually the most significant event for all Christians, took 

place between these two Sundays, and John finishes off his recollection of that Palm 

Sunday with Jesus foretelling what was to come. 

 

Jesus, through the previous chapters of John’s Gospel, had performed what John called 

‘signs’. The water being turned into wine at Cana was sign number one we are told (John 

2:11); the healing of a boy, also in Cana, was number two (John 4:54); the people 

throughout were asking or looking for signs; Jesus referred to their seeking signs; at 

the end of his Gospel John writes,  

 

‘Jesus performed many other signs in the presence of his disciples,  

which are not recorded in this book.  

But these are written that you may believe  

that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God,  

and that by believing you may have life in his name.’  

(John 20:30-31) 

 

At times such events are also called miracles, but whatever term we use, they are 

pointing to something, or to someone. But they were also calling for a response from the 

watcher/listener – that they may believe who Jesus is, and therefore have life. They 

want something visual; they will have something visual – consider a single seed! 



Or, previously, ‘Destroy this temple, and I will raise it again in three days.’ (John 2:19) 

 

The end is coming. Just a few more days until His arrest, trial and execution. The One 

seed needs to die in order that new life, even more life, will be produced. And through 

this death rather than failure and defeat comes glory – glory to the Son (v23) and glory 

to the Father (v28). Maundy Thursday and especially Good Friday are indeed days to 

recognise that the light of the world has been betrayed, rejected and extinguished.  

 

It’s right to remember that the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world (and 

indeed my sin) has been sacrificed (John 1:29; 1 Corinthians 5:7). Recently I was 

reading the beginning of Leviticus where it suggests that not only did the sinner bring 

an offering to pay for that sin, but the person who brings it is the one who also kills the 

animal that is the offering (Leviticus 3:2). It’s not only bringing the payment, it’s 

actually seeing, maybe even feeling, the pain and cost as judgment falls by your own 

hand. As we remember at Communion Services Jesus offered His life as a sacrifice for 

us, He took the judgment that was due to us on Himself. My sin was taken by my Lord 

and Saviour. Maybe I could suggest that over the next few days you read though slowly 

John chapters 18 and 19 – asking that God will help you meditate on the magnitude of 

what Jesus did for you. 

 

And, finally, I would like to take us back to Palm Sunday – the noise and the sights. 

Those big palm branches being waved in celebration. Occasionally we hand out palm 

crosses for us all to remember not only the cross but also the palm. 

 

So could I suggest an idea for these next few days? If you remember your own school 

days, especially Primary School days, I would expect you were taught how to pray - eyes 

closed (so you weren’t distracted) and hands together (I assume so you couldn’t poke 

your friends). Maybe even today you put your hands together when you pray. Anyway, 

hands together means palms (of hands) together, so here is a suggested prayer based 

on your palms/hands. 

 

Four fingers and one thumb give us five digits, and if each of those were to be the first 

letter (an acrostic) that makes up PALMS we could have something like this: 

 

P Praise and worship. 

 

How amazing is our God? He created all things and looks over all things. The first 

few words of the Lord’s Prayer (e.g. Matthew 6:9) leads us straight into God’s 

presence though worship. He is in heaven, enthroned in heaven, and it is right 

that we honour Him and His name, let alone reminding ourselves of all the things 

we can see that He has done, in nature as well as for you and others. 

 

 

 



A Acknowledging our faults, our failings, our problems 

 

Confession can, at times, be difficult. We don’t like admitting that we have failed 

to live up to expectations, but as John says elsewhere, ‘If we say we have not 

sinned we deceive ourselves’ (1 John 1:8). John, here, was not writing to 

unbelievers, but believers. We know that when Jesus died on the cross that He 

took our sins away, and each person who comes before Him for the first time can 

know that freedom from the burden of sin. But even as believers we mess up at 

times. But it’s not just us, it’s others as well. ‘All have sinned and fallen short…’ 

(Romans 3:23). But as well as sin there are other issues, maybe the biggest at 

present is the coronavirus. Bring our problems to God in prayer. 

 

L Light and life – Jesus 

 

Central to our faith is the person Jesus. He is the light of the world (John 8:12). 

In Him was life (John 1:4), and, as we know, He is the Way, the Truth and the 

Life (John 14:6). At the centre of our prayer, just like the centre of our faith, is 

Jesus. He is the way to the Father, and we thank God for His Son who was willing 

to come to earth, to live a human life (although He was also God at the same 

time), and to offer His life as a ransom, thus allowing us to know and be known by 

the Father. Thank God for Jesus, our light and our life! 

 

M Meditation 

 

As I mentioned previously, maybe we could spend some time this week reminding 

ourselves of the headline of this week in history – the arrest, trial and death of 

Jesus (John chapters 18 and 19). What did Jesus go through that we may call 

ourselves Christians? Maybe even consider the briefly put, but staggering, steps 

of Philippians 2:6-8. And He did that for me! Think upon these things. 

 

S Spiritual Gifts 

 

During this time of ‘lockdown’ we are unable to go about life as we used to, 

therefore, maybe, opportunities for witnessing to others about God’s love are 

limited, to say the least. So, let’s pray that God will move in a supernatural way. 

Peter, at Pentecost, quoting Joel, declares that God will ‘pour out His Spirit on all 

people’ (Acts 2:17). Will you join me in praying for dreams and visions, words and 

pictures to be experienced by those who presently do not know Jesus? In order 

that many of them will ‘call on the name of the Lord..’ and ‘will be saved’ (Acts 

2:21). 

 

So, with hands together, or not, let’s pray. 

 

 


