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Acts 1:1-11 (Pentecost) 

 

As we read through the book of Acts and Luke’s previous book entitled Luke in our 

Bibles, it’s well worth reminding ourselves that he was a doctor (see Colossians 4:14). 

Therefore, if he was amazed at, say, a healing, or the raising of someone from the dead 

(Luke 7:15), so should we be! 

 

We can also appreciate the way that he checked his information (see Luke 1:3) and 

presents us with a well-thought-out description of what had happened. 

 

Within these few verses in Acts 1 we are reminded of two passages from Luke’s Gospel. 

 

The first reference we can pick up here that joins Luke and Acts is that of the 

ascension. Right at the end of Luke’s Gospel we have the following, ‘When he had led 

them out to the vicinity of Bethany, he lifted up his hands and blessed them. While he 

was blessing them, he left them and was taken up into heaven’ (Luke 24:50-51). It is 

Luke who gives us the time-frame of these events. He begins his second book by telling 

us that it was after forty days that ‘He [Jesus] was taken up before their very eyes, 

and a cloud hid Him from their sight’ (Acts 1:9).  

 

It is because of Luke’s writings that we can say that the ascension was forty days after 

Jesus’ death and resurrection, and it is because of Luke that we have the idea that 

heaven is ‘up’. Jesus encouraged the disciples, ascended into heaven, and then equipped 

the Church for its ministry. Peter put it this way, “Exalted to the right hand of God, He 

[Jesus] has received from the Father the promised Holy Spirit and has poured out what 

you now see and hear” (Acts 2:33). 

 

The second is in the reference to the baptisms of John and Jesus. In Luke 3 (verse 16) 

we have John declaring, “I baptize you with water. But one who is more powerful than I 

will come…He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.” This is confirmed in Acts 

by Jesus Himself where He says, “John baptized with water, but in a few days you will 

be baptized with the Holy Spirit” (Acts 1:5). We may notice that He missed out the 

reference to ‘fire’, but I’m sure we all remember the reference to something looking 

like ‘tongues of fire’ that seemed to rest on or over the disciples heads (Acts 2:3)! 

John prophesied; Jesus confirmed; the Spirit came! 

 

The death of Jesus meant we could become acceptable to God. As Peter said to the 

Jewish leaders of his day, “Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name 

under heaven given to mankind by which we must be saved” (Acts 4:12). 

 

The resurrection of Jesus meant we can live with a hope for the future, even beyond 

the grave.  



Paul concludes his argument in support of this with the following: “After that, we who 

are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet 

the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever” (1 Thessalonians 4:17). 

 

The gift of Jesus, in the form of the Holy Spirit, was to empower the Church and 

enable it, or them, to have a successful mission, taking the message all over the world. 

 

Authority within the Church has been something debated from Day 1! Just over twenty 

years ago I remember having a conversation with someone about becoming a Vicar in 

the Church of England. I was given a book to read entitled Authority in the Church: a 

challenge for Anglicans. Reading that, and then having another conversation, confirmed 

for me (and the Church of England) that I was not what they were looking for. They, at 

the time, were looking more for a Managing Director equivalent, verging on the Dictator 

– that is not what I see as authority within the Church, and that is not me! 

 

But that’s authority within the Church. What about the authority of the Church in the 

world? 

 

If authority is proved by ability, then the prophets of the Old Testament had an 

authority. A brief glance at individuals such as Elijah and Elisha can confirm this. 1 

Kings 17:1 has Elijah stopping the rain; 2 Kings 4:32 has Elisha raising a dead boy to life. 

 

In the New Testament, as we remembered recently, the disciples were sent out with 

the ministry of preaching, healing sicknesses, raising the dead, cleansing leprosy and 

casting out demons (Matthew 10:7-8). But maybe the key phrase here is found in verse 

1 of that chapter; Jesus ‘gave them authority’. 

 

This authority, we could suggest, was for a given time and a given job. As we know, the 

disciples were amazed at what they were witnessing within their ‘own’ ministry, but this 

is not an ‘authority for life’ blessing. They had received, if you like, power to go and do 

something, but not a once-for-all-time equipping. 

 

The disciples, at the time of the ascension, had the Good News of Jesus, the words 

that could bring New Life, or New Birth, to all people. They had a risen saviour to 

proclaim, but they were told that they needed more.  

 

They needed the Holy Spirit! 

 

It’s worth noting the emphasis that Luke places on the Holy Spirit within his Gospel. 

Those who knew the presence of the Holy Spirit were John the Baptist (1:15), Mary, 

the mother of Jesus (1:45), Elizabeth (1:41), Zechariah (1:67) and Simeon (2:25), as 

well as Jesus (3:22).  

 



And, of course, it’s Luke’s Gospel that tells of Jesus addressing the synagogue with the 

words from Isaiah chapter 61: 

 

“The Spirit of the Lord is on me, 

because he has anointed me 

to proclaim good news to the poor. 

He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners 

and recovery of sight for the blind, 

to set the oppressed free, 

to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.” (Luke 4:18-19) 

 

If these are things that are achievable when the Spirit is upon an individual, be that 

Isaiah or Jesus, then it is something that is clearly essential for the outworking of the 

Church, if they are to take the Good News to all nations! 

 

And Jesus says, “wait for the gift” (Acts 1:4). 

 

First of all, it isn’t earned. Even within the Church there are certain ‘things’ that we 

have to work towards. Just before lockdown dictated we couldn’t meet together, we 

were in the process of putting together our Church AGM, and we had a small number of 

people who were willing to have their names put forward to become Deacons. Obviously, 

that has all been delayed, but will hopefully get sorted in due course. 

 

Now, being a Deacon is not really a ‘gift’, but as part of the process there is a 

requirement that those applying should have been a Member of the Church for a full 

year before applying. You would need the support of two Members (proposer and 

seconder) and the required number of votes at the Church Members’ Meeting. Without 

these you’re not accepted. But this is not the case with the gift of the Holy Spirit! 

 

Within Acts 1 we’re looking forward, of course, to Acts 2, where the Spirit comes. A 

quick glance at that passage reveals who the Spirit came to equip.  

 

‘They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each 

of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other 

tongues as the Spirit enabled them’ (Acts 2:3-4). 

 

‘Each of them’; ‘All of them’. The Spirit was not just given to the main speaker, He was 

given to them all. The Spirit was not just given to the twelve, but others, such as 

Stephen (see Acts 6:5).  

 

And what we learn from the story of Stephen (Acts 6 and 7) is that the power that the 

Holy Spirit came to impart was not just to perform miracles, which are not mentioned in 

Stephen’s story at all. The Spirit gave him strength in the face of persecution, 

suffering and even death. 



So, who is it that the Holy Spirit is for? He came for all believers! 

 

Are there some believers who may be missed out? This, I suppose, depends on your 

Theology. If you think that you must be able to do this, that, or the other, such as 

speak in tongues or prophesy to be filled with the Spirit, then there will be some who 

are and some who aren’t baptised in the Spirit. But then we have to, somehow, explain 

away the word ‘all’. For me, all means all! 

 

Maybe the ‘all’ who were baptised, or indeed the baptism in the Holy Spirit, was for 

then and not now, someone may say. But that suggests we now have a different Gospel, 

and that I cannot accept either!  

 

Jesus said wait and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit; later, the Apostle Paul 

believed it was something essential for the new believers at Ephesus when he wrote 

that they should ‘be filled with the Spirit’ (Ephesians 5:18). 

 

We may not have been personally given the task of taking the message of Jesus to the 

ends of the earth, as in Acts 1:8; we may not have to be persecuted and killed for our 

faith, as in Acts 7:60; but we have a message for our neighbours, some of whom may 

well have come from the ends of the earth to be near us, and it may well be that we are 

ridiculed and rejected because of our beliefs! 

 

I understand there is something within the English language called the ‘present 

continuous tense. A Bible verse that contains this is the well-known John 3:16, where it 

means that ‘whoever believes and goes on believing may have life.’ The same applies to 

the previously mentioned Ephesians 5:18, which therefore reads ‘Be being filled with 

the Holy Spirit’. 

 

There should always be an ongoing filling. Whether we see it as a ‘leaking’ or a ‘giving 

out’ of what we already have, the idea is that we need to be regularly refilled! 

 

Do you remember that time when you first experienced the Holy Spirit, be that having 

someone praying for you or not? 

 

Do you remember the last time you were aware of the Holy Spirit moving through you? 

 

Even though we are not together as a Church (within a building) we still need to be 

filled with the Holy Spirit. Paul says, “Be filled.” 

 

Spend a moment to come before God in prayer. His wish, His desire, even His command, 

is that we are filled with the Spirit. 

 

Heavenly Father, fill me again with the Holy Spirit. Give me the power, Your power, to 

enable me to be Your witness in Your world today. In Jesus’ name I pray. Amen. 


