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Iris Louisa Skegg was born on 24 February 1925 the eldest child of Charles and Amy 
Skegg – and dedicated at the Baptist Church, Shoreditch Tabernacle where her parents 
had been married the year before.  
 
Iris lived in the same house her dad’s parents and when her grandfather died in 1929 
they moved to Leytonstone – taking her grandmother with them. 
 
To start with she attended a local Small Congregational morning Sunday School and 
going to the local Cann Hall Baptist Church Sunday School in the afternoon. 
 
It was here that Iris began to go to the Girls Life Brigade and in due course left the 
Sunday School and became involved with Cann Hall. 
 
When the war came in 1939 everything changed. Iris became a young teacher and 
eventually Sunday School secretary for many years by which time she was leader of the 
Young Peoples Fellowship. Later she was superintendent for 2 years when she retired 
from Sunday school work in 1966. 
 
Iris joined the 2nd Leytonstone Company of the Girls Life Brigade which was part of the 
church youth work all her life, going through the ranks and becoming a youth leader, 
then an officer, and later captain and commandant of the 2nd Waltham Forest District. 
 
Iris was always grateful to the team of Christian women who were my officers 
throughout the years, and it has been good to learn how many of the girls who have 
moved to other parts of the country have continued their Christian work. 
 
Iris became Sunday School pianist at about the age of 13, then the pianist in the Girls 
Life Brigade, and church services during the war when they could only meet in the 
church hall when the church was damaged. She went on to learn the organ for about a 
year as a thank-you for helping during the war. 
 
When Iris moved to Dover in 1967 she had the intention of taking up youth work again 
but it so happened that there was an emergency in the (now renamed) Girls Brigade 
Company and the minister knew her from Leytonstone and urged her to take over. She 



was commandant of the East Kent District until 1975 and retired from the Girls Brigade 
in 1982. 
 
Iris started work in November 1939 as the schools were closed due to the war. In 1943 
she entered the Civil Service as a shorthand typist and remained in the Civil Service at 
the Department of Health and Social Security until she retired in 1985. 
 
Iris has undertaken a myriad of voluntary work over the years – escort on the Age 
Concern minibus for 10 years, driver/helper for the Sandwich Blind-deaf Club for 25 
years, helper and shopper for patients at the Buckland Hospital League of Friends 
hospital shop. 
 
Playing the piano/organ was always one of her favourite activities – Aylsham Baptist 
Church, Folkstone Celebration Choir, Dover Townswomens Guild Ladies Choir, Whitfield 
Congregational Church. 
 
Iris‘s leisure activities included bowls and she was a member of the Dover Bowls Club 
and ladies captain for three years until 1995. 
 
In recent years Iris’s health began to deteriorate and although she was able to look after 
herself in her own flat in Dover for many years (albeit with some extra help) there came 
a point when she needed additional assistance both daytime and nighttime. Her family 
offered her the opportunity to move to the midlands to be nearer to them and arranged 
accommodation at Hoar Cross Nursing Home in 2016. 
 
She was there for nearly 4 years and by all accounts kept the staff on their toes. She 
would always try to get to know not only their names but also things about them and 
she could remember every small detail. 
 
Unfortunately the deterioration in Iris’s health finally beat her and on 23 April God took 
her. 
 
Iris always felt that it was important to do as well as possible in everything she did. That 
if God had given her a talent, no matter how small, she should try to use it and give Him 
the glory. Iris was glad for all the help that people had given her over the years and the 
opportunities to serve the Church and the local community. 
 
Iris Louisa Skegg will be sorely missed by all those who knew her. 


