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John 6:1-15 

 

Have you ever, like me, read a Bible passage and had that thought, “I would really have 

liked to be there!” It could apply just as much to the Old Testament as to the New, but 

as we’re reading through John’s Gospel we will keep to the New Testament for now. 

 

I had a thought a couple of weeks ago about The Transfiguration. I’m sure you 

remember it: Jesus, with the inner circle of Peter, James and John, go up a mountain 

together; Jesus is transfigured (sort of glows with a bright whiteness) in front of the 

disciples; He speaks to Moses and Elijah; Peter offers to build shelters (tents) for 

them. It’s found in Matthew 7, Mark 9 and Luke 9. My thought was this: None of 

Matthew, Mark or Luke were there at the time, but John was. Why did John not include 

it in his Gospel? He was there when all this amazing stuff happened, but he is the one 

who misses it out! I suppose the answer is found at the end of his gospel, as we read 

last week, where he says that he had to miss things out because there was so much.  

 

Anyway, yes, to be there at the transfiguration, or to be there when Jesus walked on 

the water, or to be at the wedding when he turned the water into wine, or to be there 

at the miracle of the feeding of the five thousand! What a privilege, an honour, to see 

God at work through Jesus! 

 

But let’s try and consider, staying with today’s reading, how many people do we think 

knew about the miracle? Let’s remind ourselves of the facts. 

 

There were 5,000 men, John says. If we allow that this is the same story as found in 

the other Gospels (Matthew 14, Mark 6 and Luke 9) we notice that Matthew includes 

women and children on top of the five thousand. That’s a lot of people to see a miracle! 

But did they see it? 

 

One thing I like about the water into wine from John 2 is that it’s the ‘unimportant’ 

people who know about what has happened. As far as we know the bridegroom and his 

family never find out, rather it’s the servants. And probably, in a gathering of maybe 

well over a hundred, the secret is known by less than ten. There’s no shouting from the 

rooftops, so to speak. 

 

And so it is with the feeding of the five thousand. Of the crowd it could be the front 

few who see a miracle taking place, and there’s a suggestion that some did, but Jesus 

would have been surrounded by standing disciples readying themselves to distribute the 

bread and fish. The witnesses, I suggest, would be just a few. 

 

What I’m saying is that even if we had been there, there would be a great possibility 

that we would have missed it.  



Jesus, we know, did not perform miracles to impress or even win supporters. It seems 

that he could do all things, but often he said to the recipient or witness of a miracle, 

“Don’t say anything to anybody” (e.g. Matthew 8:4; 17:9). 

 

But what else do we see within this story? In John’s version we have the crowd, Jesus, 

Philip, Andrew and the boy. 

 

Let’s dismiss an ‘explanation’ of this story right now. I have heard it said that once the 

bread and fish were being brought round everyone got their own packed lunch out of 

their bags, so this wasn’t a miracle at all! But what I don’t understand is why some 

people, even people within a church, can have such a closed and narrow view that they 

have to explain away miracles because, obviously, miracles can’t be explained! It’s like I 

heard that ‘the reason Jesus walked on the water was because there was a sand bank 

just under the surface which He knew about!’  

 

Maybe, having written this down, I need to say that I do not agree with either of these 

ideas. For me miracles did happen.  

 

If we start explaining miracles away then it shows we don’t trust the original authors, 

which, as we believe, were God-inspired (2 Tim 3:16)! Take the miracles away and 

there’s not much left, to be honest. John believed it was a miracle (v14), and some in 

the crowd did too. Let’s continue to agree on this: Jesus performed miracles, which, by 

definition, is something that cannot be explained, and this was one! 

 

But before He performs this Jesus turns to Philip and asks how this issue could be 

solved physically.  

 

There is a suggestion by Philip of how much it would cost to give them a little each. I’m 

a numbers sort of guy – give me a Sudoku over a Crossword any day! So I like to remind 

myself of the numbers here. I know some people get a lot more than this, but let’s say, 

for ease of calculation, that eight months’ wages for someone today is about £15,000. 

That would mean that if it was just the five thousand men it would be £3 each – pretty 

straightforward, a Meal Deal in some shops.  

 

But the more women and children (from Matthew’s suggestion) decreases the money 

each person can have spent on them. 2,500 extra people makes it £2 per head; 10,000 

extra people makes it £1 each.  

 

Basically, I think the message is that there were a lot of people there! Just imagine 

going into the local shop on the shoreline of the Sea of Galilee, and saying, ‘5,000 of 

your meal deals, please!’ A lot of people: a lot of food; a lot of money. 

 

And Philip looks at the amount of people and the problem is too great.  



I don’t want to sound like I’m being too hard on him because he was greatly used by God 

(see Acts 8), but Philip looked at the problem, acknowledged the problem, and, in a way, 

accepted defeat. My guess is that we could well have done the same. Philip had no 

answer. 

 

But I wonder whether Andrew had more belief in, or for, a miracle?  

 

As far as we’re aware the multiplication of bread to feed a multitude had not been done 

before (note the feeding of the 5,000 was followed by the feeding of the 4,000 in 

Matthew’s Gospel, see Matthew 14:21 and 15:38). I think we can safely assume that 

neither the boy nor Andrew in today’s reading thought that five loaves and two fish 

would be enough to feed even fifty, let alone five thousand or more. I would, therefore, 

suggest that Andrew, although he was looking at the same problem as Philip, saw beyond 

it, and maybe even anticipated a miracle. 

  

Jesus, as we referred to earlier, could take water that was set aside for washing and 

turn it into the best wine of the day (John 2:9). Surely He could do all things, and 

Andrew, I believe, thought, or even knew, that something amazing could be done with a 

boy’s shopping. I do hope he was given one of the bags of leftovers afterwards, else he 

might have got into trouble at home for giving his things away! 

 

So, what does this story mean for us today? 

 

Jesus is the same, yesterday, today and forever (Hebrews 13:8) – we know that. 

 

We also know the problems will at times face us down. We may not be asked to feed 

5,000 people, but we may have to deal with issues that are well beyond our abilities to 

deal with. 

 

There are many experiences that we read of in the Bible about people going through 

difficult situations. At Tessa’s funeral last Tuesday the reading chosen by the family 

was Psalm 23 – ‘even though I go through the valley of the shadow of death…’ Elsewhere 

in the Psalms we read about the author lifting his eyes to the hills, not for the security 

and protection they offer, but rather watching for the coming of the enemy (Psalm 

121:1). Daniel and his three friends went into dangerous situations, and the list can go 

on. Having problems facing us does not make us unique – it is a part of life. 

 

Philip, maybe, was a practical sort of guy. I have said before that something I heard at 

Bible College that has stuck with me was this, “There is a Saviour, and it’s not me”. 

Unfortunately I find it hard to live this out myself, as I want to fix things. An issue 

needs resolving, how do I sort it? It can work to a degree, but some problems, like 

feeding 5,000 people with the change in your pocket, just won’t happen!   

 



Andrew, though, offers another suggestion. To be honest, for me, this part of the 

story reminds me of what I said previously about Jesus cooking breakfast on the beach 

following His resurrection (John 21:10). Jesus, as you remember, had brought some 

bread and fish himself for that early-morning breakfast, but He, possibly purposefully, 

had not brought enough for everyone. He then asked whether the disciples’ catch of 

fish could be partly used by Him to complete the catering requirements.  

 

Sometimes we need to bring something to Jesus in order for Him to multiply it (as 

here) or change it (as the water into wine) to provide for a need. 

 

So, what do we do when faced with a mountain (the problem sort, not the hiking 

version)? I think it’s clear enough. We respond like either Philip or Andrew. 

 

We all know, give-or-take, the 10 commandments, and we try to live by them as best we 

can. But what about this commandment, “Do not worry” (Matthew 6:25-34)? Let’s be 

honest, we all worry at times. It is hard not to, I think. Saying that, if you have got 

through life without ever worrying, please let me know. I may encourage you to write a 

book for us all to read! 

 

Where did the Psalmist, in either Psalm 23 or 121 as mentioned, get his strength from? 

Where did Daniel and his friends turn for help? It was to God. He was the only one who 

could provide the rescue that each of them needed. 

 

Andrew knew that he could not solve the problem before him that day. He brought 

forward something, but it was so far short of what was required to be laughable. He 

still brought it anyway. But he didn’t take it to the ‘problem’, he took it to Jesus. 

 

That’s, obviously, where we need to go with all of our problems. There’s nothing new in 

this, and you’ve probably been doing it for years, but sometimes it’s good to remind 

ourselves of these two things: 

 

1. I don’t have to look at that problem by myself and just admit defeat. 

 

2. God, or in Andrew’s case, Jesus, knows about the problem, and if I go to Him 

about it and with what I already have myself, He is able to bring change. 

 

What are the problems that you can see in your life at the moment? 

 

Is there something physical that represents it or the answer that you can bring before 

God now? 

 

Faith can move a mountain (Matthew 17:20). In prayer, let’s move a mountain with God! 


