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John 7:1-13 

 

I think there is a good chance that we have all heard of the three Rs of education, 

these being Reading, ‘Riting and ‘Rithmetic. Yes, it seems weird to me, too, using these 

terms within an educational setting, but that’s the way it is.  

 

But for most, if not all, of us, this is dim-and-distant history. We learned the basics 

many years ago, even if we’re still feeding our minds because of another modernish 

phrase – lifelong learning. Yes, there is so much more to become aware of, so much more 

to appreciate, whether that be in the World or the Church setting. A quick question to 

self: how have I grown in the last year? 

 

Three Rs in education; Four Ws in a Church setting.  

 

We have a number of Home Groups within our church. If you have ever attended more 

than one such group you will be aware that there are different emphases on aspects of 

the group meeting, such as social, study and prayer. Someone, a few years ago, came up 

with a much more structured meeting which they called Cell, not because it’s self-

contained, but because from the outset the goal is to grow and divide, like cells in the 

body.  

 

Within each cell group they use the four Ws, which are Welcome, Worship, Word and 

Witness. A member of any home group should be able to recognise at least two, if not 

more, of these within their own meetings. In fact, we can see the first three in any of 

our Sunday meetings, even on Zoom. The one W that probably stands out is the last. 

Because cell groups are born to grow they have, within their remit outreach, mission, 

witness, and events are organised regularly so that members can invite those who are 

outside their group. 

 

I remember reading a David Pawson book called The Normal Christian Birth where he 

declares the essentials of our birth, which are, again, four-fold – Repent, believe, be 

baptised in water, receive the Holy Spirit; but here, we could say, we have the Normal 

Christian Life: Welcomed by God into His family, we Worship, we read His Word, and 

we have the responsibility to Witness. Our own four Ws. 

 

And as we read our passage today we’re introduced to another four Ws, all relating to 

Jesus. These I’ve called What, When, Where and Who. 

 

We start off with a really interesting or even intriguing conversation between Jesus 

and His brothers. John tells us that it’s coming up to the Feast of Tabernacles, verse 2. 

This is the time when the Jewish nation remembers the 40 years in the wilderness, 

which is celebrated in October in our calendar.  



The What? 

 

The point that stands out to me within this conversation is the brothers’ reference to 

the miracles that Jesus is doing (verse 3) which is then followed by the comment that 

they didn’t believe in Him (verse 5). This, for me, raises a question. Were they cynical, 

or were they just blinded to who He was?  

 

If, for example, their reference to miracles was because they had heard about them, 

but not seen them for themselves, they could be cynical, not believing them to be true. 

On the other hand, they may have seen certain things but had managed to separate the 

miracles from the meaning. They may have seen them as tricks, albeit very convincing 

tricks, but not enough to suggest that Jesus was and is the Son of God. Maybe it fits 

with the idea that a prophet has no honour when at home! He was their brother; how 

could He be anything more? 

 

So, in a way, the What is just a reminder of what Jesus has been doing. He has been 

performing miracles, as we have thought about over the last few weeks from the 

previous chapters in John's Gospel. He is able to perform miracles in Galilee, and His 

brothers suggest that He should go and do them somewhere else. 

 

The miracles should be done where His disciples can see them (verse 3), where they can 

appreciate them, and continue to believe in Him. 

 

The miracles should be done out in the open so that He can become a public figure 

(verse 4), become a local celebrity. Obviously, if you want to get noticed and a name for 

yourself, you don’t stay in Galilee! 

 

This would seem a good argument if the only miracle we had come across so far in 

John’s Gospel was the wedding at Cana (chapter 2). If you remember it was done in 

secret, with very few people becoming aware of it. On the other hand, He has also, by 

now, fed 5,000 people! But maybe even that that was done in the wrong place, and for 

the wrong people in society, for Jesus to make a name for Himself.  

 

But we do find later in today’s passage that He is becoming known (verse 12), but we’ll 

come back to that later. 

 

What was Jesus doing? He was performing miracles. 

 

The When? 

 

I think that John, through his Gospel, paints a clear picture of Jesus being in complete 

control. When things were done to Him it’s because He allowed it, and within this 

reading we get an idea of this control. It’s all in the timing. 

 



I just mentioned the wedding at Cana, and we have within that story a reference to 

time. Jesus, when asked by His mother to rescue the host from a very embarrassing 

situation (running out of wine), replies with the words, “My time has not yet come” 

(John 2:4). 

 

Within today’s passage we have a similar response when Jesus replies to His brothers, 

“The right time for me has not yet come”, in verse 6 and repeated in verse 8. Then we 

see Him delay while His brothers head off, only for Him to follow a little later, verse 

10. 

 

Yes, He was told what to do by His mother at the wedding, but other than that Jesus is 

in control, we could say, of His own destiny! He goes when He chooses. 

 

The Where? 

 

After telling His brothers that He would not be going to the feast yet, he delayed a 

little, and then went. The only clue we have as to why this was done is so that he could 

join the feast secretly. 

 

I think there’s an interesting contrast within our passage today relating to the public 

appearances of Jesus. Earlier on, in verse 4, it was his brothers who told Jesus not to 

do things in secret, but to do them publicly so that He could attract a following, and, I 

assume, be a blessing to more people. Yet, when He does go up to where the people are 

who could notice him, he does so in secret, verse 10. 

 

He has made it to the feast, but it is the people who are there who ask the question, 

“where is that man?” (verse 11). He was indeed there, but He, at this moment in time, 

didn’t want it to be known that He was there. His time had not yet come, but soon it 

would. And until then He preferred secrecy. 

 

The Who? 

 

And finally, who is He? 

 

Jesus’ ministry may have just been happening in the north of the country but word of 

Him must have filtered down south. Nowadays, with social media and mobile phones it is 

very easy for everyone to know what’s going on around the world. We have become the 

proverbial Global Village. 

 

The Bible does say that when Jesus returns everyone will know about it (Revelation 1:7), 

and we now live in a time when this can happen! 

 

I was thinking only recently, because of the benefit of Church via Zoom, that we can 

keep in touch now in a way that would have been impossible only a few years ago.  



I remember the time when computers came out of large rooms and became personal, on 

office desks. I also remember mobile phones becoming available, and just being used to 

phone people. Things have moved on dramatically over the last few years.  

 

Something happens the other side of the word. If it’s newsworthy, we will hear of it. 

And in Jesus’ day there were, we could say, rumours. Who is He? And just like today, 

He divides people.  

 

Some saw Him as someone who did good, that He was a good man (verse 12). Again, we 

could be reminded of the feeding of the 5,000, though there have been miracles of 

healing that have also happened within Jesus’ ministry. Maybe some at the Feast were a 

part of these events. In fact if everybody was supposed to be at the Feast, because it 

was a requirement, then there would be at least 5,000 people who had benefited from 

Jesus’ goodness. If the Feast was just for men, or for a certain age of people, obviously 

the number would be reduced. But even so, there would be many who would have known 

the goodness of Jesus. 

 

But, as always, there are those who are unsure, unconvinced, unbelieving. Maybe they 

come from the ‘Unless I see it, I won’t believe it’ brigade. Unfortunately Thomas, as we 

know, got a name for himself by belonging to this group (John 20:25).  

 

So we get the idea of this division between the people as to who Jesus was, but the 

overriding thought from their debate is that it’s something to keep quiet about. ‘Don’t 

speak too loudly about Jesus. You will cause trouble!’ 

 

Right at the beginning of John 7 we see that the Jews ‘were waiting to take His life’ 

(verse 1). At the end of our reading the mentioned discussion had to be done quietly 

‘for fear of the Jews’ (verse 13). 

 

It may be early on in Jesus’ ministry; it may be that Jesus’ ministry had been 

performed in a more obscure part of the country; it may be that the general population 

were divided over whether He was a good man or trying to deceive the people. It may 

be all of these things, but what we can be certain about is that what He was doing, if 

not who He was, had come to the attention of the officials of the country. 

 

We can, I think, assume that they knew What He had been doing, whether by word, 

deed, or both, and they did not like it. Jesus had not yet burst onto the scene, but He 

was a marked man. Wherever He was they would catch Him.  

 

But Jesus was in their midst. The miracle-worker had arrived, and in His time He will 

reveal Where He is and Who He is. 

 

Here, today, who is Jesus, and what is He able to do? 

 


