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Summary 

What do you do when a lot of people all come together and become one very big group for a very 

long time?  How do you make sure that things still run smoothy, and that everything happens as it 

should, when it should?  How do you stop things going a bit crazy? 

It’s time to put someone in charge and to get ‘organised’… 

Bible Passage – 

Acts 6:1-7 The Seven Helpers  

1 Some time later, as the number of disciples kept growing, there was a quarrel between the 

Greek-speaking Jews and the native Jews.  The Greek-speaking Jews claimed that their widows 

were being neglected in the daily distribution of funds.  2 So the twelve apostles called the whole 

group of believers together and said, “It is not right for us to neglect the preaching of God's word 

in order to handle finances.  3 So then, friends, choose seven men among you who are known to 

be full of the Holy Spirit and wisdom, and we will put them in charge of this matter.  4 We 

ourselves, then, will give our full time to prayer and the work of preaching.” 

5 The whole group was pleased with the apostles' proposal, so they chose Stephen, a man full of 

faith and the Holy Spirit, and Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolaus, a 

Gentile from Antioch who had earlier been converted to Judaism.  6 The group presented them to 

the apostles, who prayed and placed their hands on them. 

7 And so the word of God continued to spread.  The number of disciples in Jerusalem grew larger 

and larger, and a great number of priests accepted the faith.  

Good News Translation (GNT) 

 

Video Clip 

ACTS 6-7 | Riley Taylor 

As the church multiplies, the Hellenist Jewish Christians become upset that their widows are 

being overlooked in the distribution of food. So the apostles appoint seven deacons to watch over 

that ministry. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZIkt_K_FLcs 

 

Information 

Characters: The twelve apostles, Stephen, Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, 

Nicolaus and Believers of the risen Jesus 

Location: Jerusalem 

Time: The first few months after Pentecost 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZIkt_K_FLcs
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Thoughts on the Bible Passage 

Have you ever seen, that when you get together with a large number of your friends in the 

playground, that making a decision can be difficult?   

• You may do ‘dibs’, ‘hot potato’ or other activities to decide who is going to be ‘it’.   

• You may already have someone who is so bossy that they are always saying what is going 
to be done.   

• There may even be occasions when you hear a number of suggestions, and everyone likes 
the sound of one and then all do that. 

Sometimes adults can be just like that too (though they are less likely to choose using ‘hot 

potato’, but you never know…). 

 

As we heard in last week’s session, and in the video clip, the number of believers of Jesus grew a 

lot.  Even though everyone brought and gave their money to worship God and to help feed 

everyone, as we read in today’s passage sometime people do get over-looked. 

Just like at school in the playground: 

• Who is responsible for looking to make sure that someone does not get over looked?   

• Who is responsible to see that there is fair play?   

• Who is there to stop arguments and bullying? 

Just like in the playground, the teachers cannot be around all the time, and they need to be 

getting ready for the next lesson or talking to someone…  So some teachers, or teaching 

assistants, take time out and are in the area to keep an eye on everyone that everything is okay. 

This was what the 12 apostles decided that they would do.  Rather than spend time away from 

talking and telling people about Jesus, they asked the believes to choose seven people who would 

look to make sure that there was fair play.  You can just imagine the list of things that they had 

to do to make sure that everyone was looked after: 

• Who did the washing? 

• Who did the cooking? 

• Who looked after the money? 

• Who made sure that if anyone was sick, that there was some to take care of them? 

• Who sorted out any arguments? 

• What other activities can you think of that would need someone to make sure it 
happened? 

It would not have been an easy job, but the seven people chosen did it willingly, as it would have 

pleased God, that all his people interacted fairly. 

 

That was back then, if you look at our church, some thing similar still happens today.  We have 

our Minister, our Deacons, our House-Group Leaders, our Sunday Workshop Leaders, our 

Treasurer, Our Music Group, etc.  Each of them have specific responsibilities within the Church to 

make sure that everyone is looked after and to run the church, just as it was in the beginning, 

2000 years ago. 
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Activities 

1. Thank You Activity 
 
In the thoughts, we have a list of people who are responsible for making sure that the 
Church runs smoothly.   
 
Our Minister, our Deacons, our House-Group Leaders, our Sunday Workshop Leaders, our 
Treasurer, Our Music Group, etc. 
 
As well as praying for them in the work that they do to run the church, why not make 
them a Thank You card to show appreciation for them. 
 

2. The Teaspoon Prayer Activity 
http://doverbaptistchurch.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/THE-TEASPOON-
PRAYER.pdf  
 

3. Colour-in Activity 

• 12 Apostles - http://clipart-library.com/clipart/19-5cRyo48ca.htm 

• 7 Men are chosen -Page 12 of 15 
http://storage.cloversites.com/peninsulacommunitychapel/documents/July%205%2
0Younger_2.pdf 

 
4. Word Search 

A homemade word search using Word Search Maker (https://thewordsearch.com/maker/) 
based on Acts 6:1-7 
 

 

Closing Prayer 

Father God, many thanks that you give us people who are capable of organising things, that help 

us to look after one another.  As we grow, help us to see our talents and to use them as you 

desire to your praise and glory. 

Amen 

http://doverbaptistchurch.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/THE-TEASPOON-PRAYER.pdf
http://doverbaptistchurch.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/THE-TEASPOON-PRAYER.pdf
http://clipart-library.com/clipart/19-5cRyo48ca.htm
http://storage.cloversites.com/peninsulacommunitychapel/documents/July%205%20Younger_2.pdf
http://storage.cloversites.com/peninsulacommunitychapel/documents/July%205%20Younger_2.pdf
https://thewordsearch.com/maker/
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Prayer Activity 

  



Adventures of the Early Church Section 1: The Early Church 

Session 2: How to organise  

Acts 6: 1-7  

 
Section 1 -:- Session 2 -:- Page 5 

 

Colouring Activities 
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Word Search 

Made using Word Search Maker (https://thewordsearch.com/maker/) 

 

 

 

https://thewordsearch.com/maker/

