
Dover Baptist Church, 19/7/20 

John 8:12-30 

 

As you are probably aware I have, over the last few months now, been writing out my 

weekly sermon on a Wednesday. The goal, of course, is to get it in the post so that even 

with a second-class stamp it arrives at its various destinations in time for Sunday. 

 

This morning (Wednesday) I was reading through the passage and wondering where to 

start. I was thinking of the phrase ‘die in your sins’, written twice in verse 24, and 

imagining being surrounded by them.  

 

It made me think of being submerged in a swamp or pool full of sin, and the great 

change that would take place with the releasing of the sin-filled water out and the 

receiving of clean, vibrant, fresh water in, to wash away the bad water and to bring 

that feeling of cleanliness. Even on a human level, it is so good to make ourselves clean 

again after becoming dirty! 

 

This led my thoughts into the ’bath’ idea behind Baptism, where it says: 

 

“And now what are you waiting for?  

Get up, be baptized and wash your sins away, calling on His name.” 

 

Here we have Paul’s retelling of Ananias’ bringing healing and, we could say, conversion 

to him. This is following Paul’s (or we could say, Saul’s) Damascus Road experience. Saul 

had been working against the Church, persecuting it, and even being present for the 

death of the first Christian martyr, Stephen (Acts 6 and 7). 

 

Saul had indeed been zealous for God, but his zeal was anti-Christ – until he had an 

experience of Jesus in a vision. Ananias was the person whom God sent to physically and 

spiritually open Saul’s eyes. 

 

Baptism, as we know, is pictured in the Bible as a funeral – the old has gone, the new has 

come – but also a bath, as mentioned earlier. 

 

With the bath picture it’s as though the sins are on our outside, on us, surrounding us, 

and it’s through the act of Baptism that they are removed. 

 

It reminds me of Jan and Rowan’s Baptisms up in Kearsney Abbey river a few years ago. 

I’m sure she won’t mind my mentioning this, but, for Jan, the idea of moving water was 

important. The river, therefore, symbolised something that we cannot experience 

within our own Church Baptistry – that idea of sins being washed away by a gentle 

current. 

 



 

As I was thinking about this I had two phone calls which interrupted my thoughts.  

 

The first one was from someone asking for advice on praying for another. The one who 

needs prayer has, what could be termed, demonic visions of a darkness, like a cloud.  

 

I informed the person on the phone about the power that is in the name of Jesus 

(which he knew), and encouraged him to take authority in Jesus’ name.  

 

We know that Jesus is the name above all names; we know that in His name all knees 

(including demons, etc.) must bow. We know that Jesus is Lord!  

 

As the Apostle Paul put it: 

 

Therefore God exalted him to the highest place 

and gave him the name that is above every name, 

that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, 

in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 

and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, 

to the glory of God the Father. 

          Philippians 2:9-11 

 

We had just moved on to talk about other things when the Church phone started 

ringing. I finished the mobile call, picked up the receiver and found there was a lady on 

the line asking about Baptism! 

 

What are we surrounded by?  Sometimes a demonic cloud of darkness. 

 

What can we surround ourselves with? Sometimes (though, only once) the cleansing 

waters of baptism. 

 

Our reading today starts off with one of Jesus’ ‘I am’ sayings – He says, “I am the light 

of the world.” 

 

For those of us who know Tolkien’s Lord of the rings it reminds us of the Lady 

Galadriel’s gift to Frodo – something that will give light when all other light has gone. 

 

Jesus says that with Him, or if believe in Him, we will never walk in darkness (verse 12) 

and it made me think of the darkness that I mentioned earlier. In that instance it was 

not just fearful, but was evil too. 

 

I don’t know about you but I always imagine the ‘valley of the shadow of death’ (Psalm 

23:4) to be a dark place, and checking today I see that one Bible translation has 

preferred ‘through the darkest valley’. 



 

But what was the message from that Psalm to help us as we travel through this dark, 

dangerous place? 

 

“I will fear no evil for You are with me.” 

 

For the Psalmist the reason for no fear was the Presence of God, as described by visual 

items such as a rod and a staff – signs of protection as well as authority.  

 

For the Psalmist there was no suggestion of a special heavenly light, rather it was tools 

of the shepherds’ trade. But for us it’s different.  

 

We have the light of the world, Jesus. 

 

Now, of course, we know that for even a Christian there are still dark places. Even 

walking around a house we’ve lived in for decades, without a light on at night, is asking 

for trouble! The light, I believe, is a Spiritual light, a light to ward off evil. 

 

It reminds me of another Psalm: 

 

Your word is a lamp for my feet, 

a light on my path. 

        Psalm 119:105 

 

God provides us with light to guide us, to protect us, and even to give us victory over 

the enemy. 

 

What difficult roads are you walking down at this time? Sometimes our eyes are 

attracted more to the problem than to God (Psalm 121:1). In this Psalm I understand 

the hills, or the mountains, to be the threats, the problems, which is why he reminds 

himself to look elsewhere. 

 

I remember somebody once saying, “It doesn’t matter what the question is; Jesus is 

the answer!” The Psalmist in Psalm 121 didn’t know Jesus, but he knew the person that 

Jesus had come from, so he looked to ‘The Lord’, our Father, God. 

 

We can rejoice because Jesus, the light of the world, is with us always. We do not need 

to fear darkness. He has, and He will continue to, overcome it.  

 

And surrounded by His light, we become aware of sin and want to escape from it. Those, 

He says, who don’t believe in Him, will die in their sins. But we do believe. 

 

We have believed, we have accepted Him into our lives, and we are continuing to be 

guided by Him. And, in a very real way, it all began with our Baptism. 



 

Maybe take a moment to remember that time when you were baptised. For some of us it 

could be decades ago, for others a lot less. But within that occasion there was healing, 

there was conversion, there was a cleansing, and there was a new life that began. 

 

There could also be a whole lot more. Do you remember anything that was shared with 

you at that time? A word from God, maybe? A special Bible passage? A promise? Did 

you have any thoughts or feelings that were unique to that time? 

 

Yes, we recognise that even after we have been baptised we stray from the straight 

and narrow at times and need to come back to God in repentance. But Baptism itself 

was the new beginning. 

 

Surrounded by that cleansing water we declare to the world that we are starting again.  

 

As Nicodemus previously has said, 

 

“How can someone be born when they are old?” 

          John 3:4 

 

But it is a new birth and it starts by us being totally immersed in God’s will and the 

water of Baptism. 

 

Jesus was also, continually, immersed in God’s will. Verse 29 says that He knew God’s 

presence with Him, He knew that the Father would always be with Him, and also knew 

that His actions pleased God.  

 

There’s a real challenge to us. We may have been rescued from a cloud of darkness, but 

we can’t always remain in the waters of Baptism (obviously!), but can we live immersed in 

God, or in Jesus’ light? 

 

We are not Jesus, but we have been called to be as Christ-like as we can. So, let’s learn 

a memory verse (to learn, to meditate on and to live by): 

 

“The one who sent me is with me;  

he has not left me alone,  

for I always do what pleases him.” 

          John 8:29 

 

Jesus, the light has come. And He says to you, “You (also) are the light of the world.” 

          Matthew 5:14 

 

Jesus brings light that drives away darkness, fulfilling the will of God. May we follow 

His example as we shine and seek God’s will in our lives.  


