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Summary 

How far will you go to do what God wants?   

Sometimes, people don’t like to hear the word of God being spoken, even now, that they will do 

some not very nice things… 

 

Bible Passage – 

Acts 6:8-15 Stephen does some marvellous things 

8 God gave Stephen the power to work great miracles and wonders among the people.  9 But some 

Jews from Cyrene and Alexandria were members of a group who called themselves “Free Men.”  

They started arguing with Stephen.  Some others from Cilicia and Asia also argued with him.  10 

But they were no match for Stephen, who spoke with the great wisdom that the Spirit gave him.  
11 So they talked some men into saying, “We heard Stephen say terrible things against Moses and 

God!” 

12 They turned the people and their leaders and the teachers of the Law of Moses against 

Stephen.  Then they all grabbed Stephen and dragged him in front of the council. 

13 Some men agreed to tell lies about Stephen, and they said, “This man keeps on saying terrible 

things about this holy temple and the Law of Moses.  14 We have heard him claim that Jesus from 

Nazareth will destroy this place and change the customs that Moses gave us.”  15 Then all the 

council members stared at Stephen. They saw that his face looked like the face of an angel. 

Acts 7:54-60 Stephen Is Stoned to Death 

54 When the council members heard Stephen’s speech, they were angry and furious.  55 But 

Stephen was filled with the Holy Spirit. He looked toward heaven, where he saw our glorious God 

and Jesus standing at his right side.  56 Then Stephen said, “I see heaven open and the Son of Man 

standing at the right side of God!” 

57 The council members shouted and covered their ears. At once they all attacked Stephen 58 and 

dragged him out of the city. Then they started throwing stones at him. The men who had brought 

charges against him put their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. 

59 As Stephen was being stoned to death, he called out, “Lord Jesus, please welcome me!”  60 He 

knelt down and shouted, “Lord, don’t blame them for what they have done.” Then he died. 

Contemporary English Version (CEV) 

 

Video Clip 

“Stephen Stoned for His Faith Bible Animation (Acts 6-7)” I CartoonWorks 

Cartoonist Ron Wheeler illustrates Stephen's story from Acts 6-7.. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FPcMr-RomAM 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FPcMr-RomAM
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Information 

Characters: Stephen, ‘Free Men’, Council, Saul and others 

Location: Jerusalem 

Time: Does not really say when 

 

Thoughts on the Bible Passage 

Last week we looked at Peter and John, and how they were not afraid to keep talking about God, 

even when people did not want them to.  During that time we also mentioned 2 Timothy 1:7 

“For God did not give us a spirit of timidity, but a spirit of power,  

of love and of self-discipline.” 

In the passage today, we read about one specific person, Stephen.  Stephen was, like Peter and 

John, someone who was filled with the Holy Spirit, and, as we looked at a couple of weeks ago, 

had been selected to help look after the followers of Jesus as a deacon.  

Like Peter and John, there were people who made up lies about Stephen, and had him brought up 

in front of the Council.  However, the Council could see that they were lies, and that they could 

see God working through Stephen, as his face looked ‘like the face of an Angel’… 

Sometimes, as children you can look sweet (almost angelic), as though butter would not melt in 

your mouth.  But when you do, do you always act like an angel?  Do you behave and do nice 

things, or do you run rings around your parents or the people who are looking after you?  

Sometimes you could be good, at other times you could be not so good…  But the Council could 

see that God was with him, so they started to listen when Stephen started to speak to them about 

Jesus. 

Next time someone says that you look like an angel or sweet, think about Stephen and how he 

acted for God, and then think what you can do to show them God’s love! 

 

Later in the bible passage, we see that the Council did not actually like what Stephen actually 

said to them.  They took action against Stephen, and it was not very pleasant...  Stephen ended 

up being killed. 

Sometimes, it is hard and upsetting when people tell you the truth about something.  In these 

situations, you can either ignore them or tell an adult you trust, like a teacher or a parent.   

• Some people may be bullies, and call you names or make unpleasant comments about how 
you look, especially when it is not true.   

• Or it may because you are slightly different to other people, and they don’t necessarily 
understand, especially if you are good at something like maths. 

• When you get older, it could be a teacher that ‘feeds back’ about your performance in 
school.  It could be that your homework was not as good as normal.  In these cases, the 
teacher is looking to help you to be better.  Knowing that does not make it any easier.  

It does not necessarily get better or easier when you are an adult.  Adults sometimes have to hear 

what other people think about them, or how they perform.  The one thing we can all be sure 
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about, is that we will not be dragged outside and have stones thrown at us.  (Except when we are 

playing ‘dodgeball’ during PE      ). 

One thing I remember being told, was that in these situations, it is more about the others not 

understanding themselves why things are different, and it could be that they are jealous of you, 

rather than you having done wrong.  In today’s bible passage, it was very much that everyone did 

not like the truth that Stephen told them, and though they knew it was true it made them very 

angry.  Should Stephen have stopped?  What would Jesus have done? 

 

Activities 

1. Look Up and Be Amazed Prayer Activity 
http://doverbaptistchurch.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/THE-BIG-PRAYER.pdf  
 

2. Make a stone pet. 
Stones are not there to be thrown at people or at buildings as they can cause a lot of 
damage.  Stones are not for being nasty, but can be used to make friends, especially with 
this little activity. 
 
Find a nice smooth stone and give it a good wash, and then dry it. 
Either with paint or crayons, colour in your stone to make it look like an animal.  It could 
be a zebra, tiger, cat, horse, hamster, or anything that you would like. 
If you have any wiggly eyes, you could stick them on, or if not draw or paint them. 
 
Give your pet a name and take good care of it. 
 

3. Rock Cakes 
Why not make some edible stones, with this lovely Rock Cake receipe from the BBC Good 
Food Website (https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/recipes/rock-cakes) 
 
Ingredients Method 

• 200g self-raising flour 

• 1 tsp baking powder 

• 1½ tsp mixed spice 

• 100g butter 

• 85g light muscovado sugar 

• 100g mixed dried fruit 

• 1 egg, beaten 

• 2 tbsp milk 

• demerara sugar, or roughly 
crushed sugar cubes, for 
sprinkling 

• Heat oven to 180C/160C fan/gas 4.  

• Line a baking sheet with baking parchment.  

• Tip the flour, baking powder and 1 tsp spice 
into a bowl.  

• Add the butter, cut into small pieces.  

• Rub the butter into the flour until the 
mixture forms fine crumbs (or do this in the 
food processor). 

• Stir in the muscovado sugar and fruit, then 
add the egg and milk.  

• Mix to a fairly firm dough.  

• Spoon 10 rough blobs of the mixture onto the 
baking sheet, leaving room for a little 
spreading.  

• Mix together the sugar and remaining mixed 
spice and sprinkle over the cakes.  

• Bake for 20-25 mins until golden brown. 

http://doverbaptistchurch.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/THE-BIG-PRAYER.pdf
https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/recipes/rock-cakes
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4. Colour-in Activity (from SundaySchoolZone) 

https://sundayschoolzone.com/activity/stephen-was-brave-coloring-page/ 
 

5. Word Search (from Gospel Gazette) 
https://www.gospelgazette.com/gazette/2003/mar/page7.htm 
 

 

Closing Prayer 

Father God,  

We thank you that you gave us your Holy Spirit to be our friend.  We ask that you help us to hear 

you when you speak with us and to give us the strength and courage to do what you ask us to do 

something for you, so that we can work to your praise and glory. 

Amen 

  

https://sundayschoolzone.com/activity/stephen-was-brave-coloring-page/
https://www.gospelgazette.com/gazette/2003/mar/page7.htm
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