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Summary 

Do you like talking?  Can you put this to good use for God?  Philip could and did… 

 

Bible Passage – 

Acts 8:4-8 - The Good News Is Preached in Samaria 

4 The Lord’s followers who had been scattered went from place to place, telling the good news.  
5 Philip went to the city of Samaria and told the people about Christ.  6 They crowded around 

Philip because they were eager to hear what he was saying and to see him work miracles.  7 Many 

people with evil spirits were healed, and the spirits went out of them with a shout. A lot of 

crippled and lame people were also healed.  8 Everyone in that city was very glad because of 

what was happening. 

 

Acts 8:26-40 - Philip and an Ethiopian Official 

26 The Lord’s angel said to Philip, “Go south along the desert road that leads from Jerusalem to 

Gaza.”  27 So Philip left. 

An important Ethiopian official happened to be going along that road in his chariot.  He was the 

chief treasurer for Candace, the Queen of Ethiopia.  The official had gone to Jerusalem to 

worship 28 and was now on his way home.  He was sitting in his chariot, reading the book of the 

prophet Isaiah. 

29 The Spirit told Philip to catch up with the chariot.  30 Philip ran up close and heard the man 

reading aloud from the book of Isaiah. Philip asked him, “Do you understand what you are 

reading?” 

31 The official answered, “How can I understand unless someone helps me?”  He then invited 

Philip to come up and sit beside him. 

32 The man was reading the passage that said, 

“He was led like a sheep 

on its way to be killed. 

He was silent as a lamb 

whose wool 

is being cut off, 

and he did not say 

a word. 

33 He was treated like a nobody 

and did not receive 

a fair trial. 

How can he have children, 

if his life 

is snatched away?” 
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34 The official said to Philip, “Tell me, was the prophet talking about himself or about someone 

else?”  35 So Philip began at this place in the Scriptures and explained the good news about Jesus. 

36-37 As they were going along the road, they came to a place where there was some water.  The 

official said, “Look! Here is some water.  Why can’t I be baptized?”  38 He ordered the chariot to 

stop.  Then they both went down into the water, and Philip baptized him. 

39 After they had come out of the water, the Lord’s Spirit took Philip away.  The official never 

saw him again, but he was very happy as he went on his way. 

40 Philip later appeared in Azotus.  He went from town to town, all the way to Caesarea, telling 

people about Jesus. 

Contemporary English Vestion (CEV) 

 

Video Clip 

“Philip and the Ethiopian Man” Bible Story by LifeKids  

Philip helps a man in the desert understand what the Bible says about Jesus, The man chooses to 

believe in Jesus, and Philip baptizes him. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eMBuudfV15U 

Information 

Characters: Philip and an Ethiopian Official 

Location: Between Jerusalem and Gaza 

Time: A while after Pentecost 

 

Thoughts on the Bible Passage 

How often when you are with friends, do you want to keep talking, and then want to talk more 

and more and more and maybe a bit more?   

What about when you move to another place and you are with a group of different group of 

friends, and you start over again and keep talking and talking and talking. 

Now think about a slightly different scenario, where someone you don’t know asks you a question 

about something you know, and you know the answer and you want to talk, and then talk more 

and more and more and maybe a bit more?   

 

This is the situation that Philip found himself in.  He got to a town in Samaria and had the 

opportunity to tell everyone there about Jesus.  Then he was able to talk some more to the 

people there.  But after he was finished, he went back to Jerusalem and spoke some more to the 

people there. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eMBuudfV15U
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(There was a bit more fun whilst he was in Samaria, which showed how powerful God is, if you 

want to have a read.) 

Whilst he was in Jerusalem, the Holy Spirit told him to take the road south, even though he did 

not know why.  This can sometimes happen these days, where we may feel the Holy Spirit to go 

somewhere or to talk to someone, even though we don’t know why, just like Philip. 

But in this instance, Philip meets someone, Ethiopian Official, he does not know, but who is 

reading the scriptures that Philip does know about.  Even better, Philip discovers that the 

Ethiopian Official is reading a prophecy in Isaiah which talks about Jesus. 

Bang, this is just the opportunity that Philip needs.  He is well practiced in talking about Jesus, 

and so is able to talk, and talk, and then talk some more.   

Following hearing about Jesus and all that he had done, the Ethiopian Official wanted to show 

that he had decided to follow Jesus and be baptised.  

 

So what does this mean for us?   

• When we talk with people it is an opportunity to tell people about Jesus.   

• The more that we talk about Jesus, the more we become familiar with Jesus and what He 
has done for us.   

• We should take opportunities to talk with people whenever we can so that everyone has 
the opportunity to hear about Jesus and potentially accept Him as their Saviour. 

 

Activities 

1. Good News Activity 
http://doverbaptistchurch.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/GOOD-NEWS-
ACTIVITY.pdf  
 

2. Craft by Jesus without Languages 
https://www.jesus-without-language.net/wp-content/cache/page_enhanced/www.jesus-
without-language.net//philip-ethiopian-acts-8-make-2//_index.html_gzip 
 

3. Colouring Page and Jigsaw 
https://craftingthewordofgod.com/2015/06/14/philip-and-the-ethiopian-puzzle-activity-
sheet/ 
https://craftingthewordofgod.files.wordpress.com/2015/06/philip-and-the-ethiopian-
puzzle1.pdf 
 

4. Maze Activity (SundaySchoolZone) 
https://sundayschoolzone.com/activity/philips-journey/view/ 
 

5. WordSearch (SundaySchoolZone) 
https://sundayschoolzone.com/activity/philips-word-search/ 
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Good News Prayer Activity   
Today we are going to do a prayer activity about Good News. 

 

YOU WILL NEED:  

Paper  
Magazines or papers which have pictures you can cut out 
Scissors 
Glue  
Felt tips or colouring pencils 
 

1. Cut out pictures from your magazines or papers that show good news 
or good things – for example a parent hugging a child,  a new born 
baby, a person coming out of hospital.  

2. Stick them on your paper  
3. At the top of the page write GOOD NEWS – Bubble writing would be 

good 
4. Write or draw the good things you know about Jesus between the 

pictures 
5. Decorate your paper with felt tips or colouring pencils  
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PRAYER TIME 

Take your paper and find a quiet space or sit in a circle with your family.   
Then pray: 

PRAISE God for Jesus – you could shout out all the good things you have 
written on your paper 

THANK God for Jesus – say thank you that Jesus came to show us God’s love 
and to die for us so if we believe in Him we will be with Him forever  

THANK God for all the good things that happen in our lives – you might 
want to talk to God about the pictures on your paper or the good things in 
your life 

AMEN   
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