
Adventures of the Early Church 

 Section 2: Characters of The Early Church 

Session 5: Saul – A Bright Encounter  Acts 9 

 
Section 2 -:- Session 5 -:- Page 1 

 

Summary 

A couple of weeks ago, we met a young man who had coats laid at his feet, whilst their owners 

threw stones at Stephen.  The man was Saul.  We know him better by the name Paul, but during 

this session his name had not been changed.   

But after this experience, it is not a surprise that his name got changed… 

 

Bible Passage – 

Acts 9:1–19  - Saul Becomes a Follower of the Lord 

1 Saul kept on threatening to kill the Lord’s followers. He even went to the high priest  2 and 

asked for letters to the Jewish leaders in Damascus.  He did this because he wanted to arrest and 

take to Jerusalem any man or woman who had accepted the Lord’s Way.  3 When Saul had almost 

reached Damascus, a bright light from heaven suddenly flashed around him.  4 He fell to the 

ground and heard a voice that said, “Saul! Saul! Why are you so cruel to me?” 

5 “Who are you?” Saul asked. 

“I am Jesus,” the Lord answered. “I am the one you are so cruel to.  6 Now get up and go into the 

city, where you will be told what to do.” 

7 The men with Saul stood there speechless.  They had heard the voice, but they had not seen 

anyone.  8 Saul got up from the ground, and when he opened his eyes, he could not see a thing. 

Someone then led him by the hand to Damascus, 9 and for three days he was blind and did not eat 

or drink. 

10 A follower named Ananias lived in Damascus, and the Lord spoke to him in a vision. Ananias 

answered, “Lord, here I am.” 

11 The Lord said to him, “Get up and go to the house of Judas on Straight Street.  When you get 

there, you will find a man named Saul from the city of Tarsus. Saul is praying, 12 and he has seen 

a vision.  He saw a man named Ananias coming to him and putting his hands on him, so that he 

could see again.” 

13 Ananias replied, “Lord, a lot of people have told me about the terrible things this man has done 

to your followers in Jerusalem.  14 Now the chief priests have given him the power to come here 

and arrest anyone who worships in your name.” 

15 The Lord said to Ananias, “Go! I have chosen him to tell foreigners, kings, and the people of 

Israel about me.  16 I will show him how much he must suffer for worshiping in my name.” 

17 Ananias left and went into the house where Saul was staying.  Ananias placed his hands on him 

and said, “Saul, the Lord Jesus has sent me.  He is the same one who appeared to you along the 

road.  He wants you to be able to see and to be filled with the Holy Spirit.” 

18 Suddenly something like fish scales fell from Saul’s eyes, and he could see.  He got up and was 

baptized.  19 Then he ate and felt much better. 

Contemporary English Version (CEV) 
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Video Clip 

Paul's Conversion (Acts 9:1-19) | Saddleback Kids 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rLZ67inPx-4 

Saul's Conversion and Escape Bible Animation (Acts 9:1-30) | CartoonWorks 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W_BaCLcVMeU 

 

Information 

Characters: Saul, Ananias, Guards & Jesus 

Location: Between Jerusalem and Damascus 

Time: A year or so after Jesus died 

 

Thoughts on the Bible Passage 

There is a story written by Robert Louis Stephenson called the ‘Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr 

Hyde’.  In it, the story tells of how Dr Jekyll found a way of turning himself into another person, 

My Hyde, and that as this other person he would do some not very nice things, and then turn 

himself back.  These days people may refer to Jekyll and Hyde to describe how someone may 

change their thoughts or manners for better or for worse. 

In today’s story, we have a similar situation in reverse.   

• we have a not very nice person,  

• who took pleasure in chasing and capturing people who followed Jesus 

• who would get them killed 

• someone who people who followed Jesus were frightened of 

This person was Saul.  We met him when Stephen was tried and then stoned to death, as the 

people who did the stoning left their coats/cloaks with him.  Someone who was not very nice at 

all.  Someone that the followers of Jesus would want to avoid…  Would you want to meet this 

person? 

Then we read in the Bible passage that Saul meets Jesus.  That he discovers that Jesus was a 

really powerful person and someone everyone can trust and follow.  In essence, he discovers that 

Jesus is the real son of God.   

An that is when he turned into a really nice person! 

 

Have you ever found at school, someone who is not really a friend, becomes really friendly and 

nice to you?  Sometime, you might wonder what they are up to, or if they want something from 

you.  This is something that some adults call being suspicious of them. 

This is something that Ananias felt, when God told him to go and ask for Saul of Tarsus.  Ananias 

knew that Saul had been really horrible to followers of Jesus, and so he was very worried about 

going, because this may have been a trap.  But did that stop Ananias going?  He trusted God.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rLZ67inPx-4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W_BaCLcVMeU
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Because he trusted God and did as God asked, Saul got to know more about Jesus and how Jesus 

was the son of God, and become a follower of Jesus.  Like Peter, Saul then went on and talked a 

lot about Jesus to everyone who would listen.   

But what would have happened if Ananias had let his fright stop him from going to Saul.  We don’t 

know, because it did not happen, as it took great courage to go to see Saul, and through trusting 

God many great things happened after. 

 

Some people may encounter Jesus in a dramatic way, just like Saul did, or they may discover 

Jesus through the person sitting with them on the bus, like the disciples on the way to Emmaus.  

But no matter how someone meets Jesus, their life changes in a big way.   

When you encounter Jesus, you need someone to help you, just like Ananias did for Saul.  And 

like Ananias found, even when you are afraid you can trust God. 

Activities 

1. A Surprise Prayer Activity 
http://doverbaptistchurch.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/A-SURPRISE-PRAYER-
ACTIVITY.pdf   
 

2. Conversion of Saul Colouring Page (from Ministry To Children) 
https://ministry-to-children.com/saul-on-the-road-to-damascus-coloring-page/ 

 

3. Acts 9 Word Search (from WordMint.com) 
https://wordmint.com/public_puzzles/174611 

 

4. Paul’s Conversion Dot-to-Dot (Sunday School Zone) 
https://sundayschoolzone.com/activity/pauls-conversion-connect-the-dots/ 

 

Closing Prayer 

Father God, help us to remember that when we need help, we just need to ask, and that when 

ever we are afraid we can always rely and trust in you. 

Amen 

  

http://doverbaptistchurch.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/A-SURPRISE-PRAYER-ACTIVITY.pdf
http://doverbaptistchurch.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/A-SURPRISE-PRAYER-ACTIVITY.pdf
https://ministry-to-children.com/saul-on-the-road-to-damascus-coloring-page/
https://wordmint.com/public_puzzles/174611
https://sundayschoolzone.com/activity/pauls-conversion-connect-the-dots/
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A Surprise Prayer Activity  

There are many amazing stories in the Bible about God and His people, 
about Jesus, his life on earth and the beginning of the Christian Church 
which we can read about in Acts.  One of those stories is the about how 
Saul became Paul when Jesus appeared on the road to Damascus in Chapter 
9. 

 

 

What a surprise and a shock that must have been for Paul.  In our prayer 
activity today we are going to make a Prayer Cube and the prayer you pray 
depends on how it lands.  SURPRISE!!!!!!  

 

YOU WILL NEED:  

A piece of thin card or thick paper  

Cut out the cube template if you can print it off  IF NOT draw the template  
( you might need someone to help you) 

Felt Pens and Pencils  

Glue Stick 
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Put the words below into the  squares – one word in each square.   Then 

decorate with felt pens around each word.  

Praise God 

Thank You 

Sorry 

Please 

Help me 

Help …… 

Once you have done this you can glue each tab and 

make it into cube.  

PRAYER TIME 

Roll the cube and if it lands on ‘Thank You’  say a Thank You prayer.  If 

on ‘Sorry’ say a Sorry Prayer and so on.  You won’t know what sort of 

prayer you will pray until it stops rolling.   Have Fun.  
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