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John 9:35-41 

 

I think there is a very thin dividing line between being self-sufficient and being selfish.  

 

We would probably agree that being selfish – that attitude of putting me, my needs, my 

wants, my happiness, first, sometimes at the expense of others – is wrong, but, from a 

very early age, we are expected to have and develop a degree of self-sufficiency. 

 

As babies we tell our parents when we are hungry, and as we grow we take on more 

responsibility for ourselves and maybe for others. We make decisions for ourselves, 

looking after ourselves as best we can.  

 

Unfortunately, for many of us, there is a down-side to this self-sufficiency, especially 

within the Church, and that is that, on the whole, we are very bad at receiving ‘charity’, 

which, to be honest, is not helped by living in a Capitalist society. 

 

I remember a Christian preacher summing up this situation like this: “What’s mine is 

mine, and you can’t have it!” 

 

I once watched a few minutes of a reality television show where a richer family 

swapped homes and income with a poorer family for a period of time. At the end of that 

period they returned, of course, to where they had begun. For each of them, a glimpse 

of life on the other side of the fence followed by a return to reality. How awful for 

those involved! I won’t be watching that again!  

 

We have to, somehow, be self-sufficient. Yes, there are exceptions, but this is the 

goal. 

 

We have the idea within the Church that it’s better to give than to receive, but 

actually, for many of us, it’s actually easier to give than to receive.  

 

We can joke that this isn’t the case; at times we can feel really blessed if someone 

steps in to help us; but, on the whole, receiving in this way goes against our life of self-

sufficiency. 

 

As I say, there are exceptions to this. In the time of the early Church there were 

people specifically appointed to ensure that the needy amongst their number were not 

overlooked. If you are struggling, please let me or a Deacon know! 

 

And, I think this expected self-sufficiency and difficulty in receiving charity, can 

harden people to the Gospel of Jesus. 



 

Within John chapter 9 we have the story of one individual, the man born blind, and a 

group of Pharisees.  

 

As we noted previously (last week), the Pharisees were not all bad, with Nicodemus and 

Joseph of Arimathea being amongst their number. Their goal was actually to live out 

their life by following the rules or laws that came from the Bible, from God. But there 

was something within their attitude, as well as their interpretation of the Scriptures, 

that put them at odds with Jesus time and time again. 

 

I was down the beach recently, listening to the waves, walking on the sand and stones, 

enjoying the sea air. Thinking how the beach was now so close to home reminded me of 

the fact that I have lived so many of my years in the centre of England. It seems that 

I have spent most of my life in the centre of the country, as far from the sea as 

possible – Walsall, Birmingham, Oxford, Nottingham. Even living in South London 

required a long trip to see the sea. From Nottingham, I remember, it was about 3 hours 

away. That was a day out, a whole day! From here, it’s minutes! 

 

I don’t think I’m taking the sea for granted, yet, but being so close is becoming more 

‘normal’. There’s no real effort see it; it’s just there! 

 

Jesus once told His listeners that He had not come for those who were well, but for 

the sick.(Matt 9:12; also in Mark 2 and Luke 5). Some of us are generally very fit, and 

other than a paracetamol or two every now and then we’re okay. Others of us need to 

visit doctors or hospitals for more serious procedures to be performed. 

 

I think there’s also a marked difference between we who become a Christian having 

come from a Christian family and those who become believers in a non-Christian, even 

anti-Christian, setting. 

 

I don’t need help to get to the sea; I don’t need help from the doctors, nurses and 

surgeons; I don’t need a big change to happen in my life to find God! 

 

That’s what I could say. Maybe that’s what the Pharisees would have said too!  

 

The whole of John chapter 9 can be seen as being about sight. 

 

There was the blind man, who, as well as being physically blind at the beginning, was also 

spiritually blind, as he could not see Jesus until he introduced Himself (verse 37). 

 

This healing stands out for a number of reasons. First, it responds very loudly to the 

‘blame culture’ that we hear today. Why was he blind? Whose fault was it? Whose sin – 

his or his parents? (John 9:2) 

 



 

Yes, it is possible to find examples of ‘cause and effect’ in the Bible, both positive and 

negative. We can, for example, see where Abraham reasoned with God in order to try 

and save Sodom and Gomorrah from destruction (Genesis 18:23-33). It may not have 

saved all the people, but it improved their chances of survival! 

 

For a negative example we could consider the case of Achan, who kept what he 

shouldn’t have done. Because of his actions the whole family paid the greatest price 

(Joshua 7). We could think of the times when the people of Israel complained while in 

the desert, or when they made the golden calf (Exodus 32).  

 

Yes, there are examples of people’s behaviour bringing about some form of judgement. 

We could also include, from the New Testament, the story of Ananias and Sapphira 

(Acts 5). 

 

So there are times when sin brought about judgement, often in the form of death. But, 

in this story of the blind man, Jesus says “No”, it was nobody’s fault, nobody’s sin. 

Rather, the man was born like that so that the glory of God could be seen (verse 3). 

 

Wouldn’t it be a wonderful world if everybody was well? I was a Governor at a Special 

School in Nottingham, and I found it really hard seeing the young people in wheel 

chairs. My heart goes out to parents who have children with such challenges. 

 

But there will come a day when we are in that wonderful world – a place where: 

 

There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain… 

          Revelation 21:4 

 

Until then we continue to pray for those who we know are struggling, because, just like 

through this man, the glory of God may well be revealed. 

 

The other surprising thing in this story of the blind man, for me, is that, as far as we 

know, he didn’t even ask to be healed! 

 

Yet he who was born blind was enabled to see, and he saw Jesus for who He is – the  

Son of Man. 

 

But the Pharisees, who saw themselves as righteous, didn’t think they needed anything. 

In comparison to this man, at least in their own eyes, they could see. But this was an 

assumption that was wrong. 

 

Here we have the clear contrast within this chapter of John. The man who was 

physically blind would see Jesus for who He is; the Pharisees who were not physically 

blind, would not see Jesus. 



 

How does this passage apply to me or to you? 

 

As a believer, whether we grew up in a pro-Christian or anti-Christian home, or anything 

between, we have had our eyes opened to see Jesus for who He is – the Son of Man, as 

He describes Himself in this chapter. 

 

And it could be that everybody within your family is now a believer. If that is the case, 

thank God for what He has done! 

 

But it could be that you have relatives, as I have, who, as far as you’re aware, have not 

seen Jesus for who He is. 

 

The Pharisees, as we see them here, were very religious people, yet they did not see 

Jesus. Often those in our families who do not see Jesus have no religious beliefs at all. 

Both religious and unreligious people need to see Him. 

 

It’s not for us to judge them, deciding why they are as they are.  

 

Our job is to be the intercessor, literally standing between the two, between them and 

God, stretching out in both directions. We pray to God for them, and we reach out to 

them. As Paul put it –  

 

We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God. 

          2 Corinthians 5:20 

 

We think of Saul, who became Paul. He was religious, he was zealous, he was a Pharisee, 

and he needed Divine intervention to turn him around. 

 

First, he became aware that he couldn’t see (Acts 9:8). Then he was enabled to see as 

something like scales fell from his eyes (Acts 9:18). 

 

Even for Pharisees this was possible; for Saul who experienced a miracle; but also for 

Nicodemus and Joseph, who, as far as we know, did not become believers because of a 

miracle. 

 

But God is still the same – miracles happen, even today, so we pray. 

 

Heavenly Father, we thank You that 

our spiritual eyes have opened and we have seen you. 

We pray, Father, for those whom we know, 

relatives and friends, who, so far, have never met Jesus. 

May their eyes be opened; May they see Jesus. 

We ask this in His’ name. Amen. 


