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John 11:17-27 

 

For nearly the last 2,000 years Christians, as they and we became known, have been 

expecting the return of Christ. We have the book of John’s Revelation as well as other 

comments within the Bible to guide us. 

 

There was a belief during New Testament times that Jesus would return before one of 

the disciples would die. But John had to explain that this was not what had been 

intended or meant (John 21:23). The end was not yet. 

 

I remember in sixth form at school spending a few weeks doing architecture, of all 

things. It was mentioned then that there were no church buildings put up at the end of 

the tenth century.  

 

Why? Because the understanding of that time, was that the Millennium, which 

Revelation mentions (Revelation 20), was coming to an end. The world would end a 

thousand years after Christ. They were mistaken, and, of course, the world continued. 

The end was not yet. 

 

I have been reading a novel called Revelation (by C J Sansom) which is based around the 

Henry VIII era, 16th century. There, the Radicals, the non-Catholics, are being 

persecuted, and people are looking to the book of Revelation. The plagues, the 

disasters, as portrayed being seen as happening in their time. But still, the end was not 

yet. 

 

Does that sound familiar? I remember gathering with a few Christian friends about 30 

years ago when debit cards were being used with ATM/hole in the wall machines. Was 

this a sign of the end? I also remember when I think it was the European Common 

Market was increasing its member states up to 10 nations – that’s more Daniel’s 

Apocalypse than John’s, though, but even so, people got excited. Biblical prophecy 

coming true? But the end was not yet. 

 

And what about us, in these uncertain times? We have been hearing of wars and 

rumours of wars since time began. But as we remember the fallen of the Great War and 

the second world war on Remembrance day today, we need to take heed of Jesus’ words 

– these must take place, but the end is not yet – so therefore we should not be alarmed, 

worried, or scared. 

 

I remember somebody asking recently whether this covid virus is ‘from God’. Is it one 

of the plagues from the book of Revelation?  

 



 

Before I answer that, maybe I should say that we can all have our own theory on this, 

so if you’re not quite where I am, please let’s not fall out over it.  

 

I have not, as yet, got a ‘Word from God’ on this, so all I can go on is my experience of 

God to-date, and, of course, the Bible that He has given to us. 

 

It is possible to find a Bible passage where God is shown as bringing judgment and 

death to people. For example, in Noah’s time (Genesis 6), or Achan and his family both 

in the Old Testament (Joshua 7:1-26), or Ananias and Sapphira in the New (Acts 5:1-

10). Then, we look at some of the disasters that occur with the opening of the 

Revelation seals, for example, and we have this picture of a vengeful God bringing 

calamity on the world. 

 

As I say, I have no word from God on this, but the indiscriminate killing that this virus 

is doing does not tally with my view of our gracious and compassionate God.  

 

If we were to look at those who have died, over a million world-wide, we will see that 

there is included a real cross-section of society, with Church attenders and ministers 

not being exempt. Jesus, speaking to the people of His day, said this: 

 

“Or those eighteen who died when the tower in Siloam fell on them 

— do you think they were more guilty than all the others living in Jerusalem?  

— I tell you, no!” 

          Luke 13:4-5 

 

God may make the sun shine on the righteous and the unrighteous alike (Matthew 5:45), 

but I don’t think He would have pushed over that tower, and I do not think that He 

would have sent the corona virus either. You may think my view of God is too ‘soft’, but 

that’s how I see Him. 

 

It's like colds, ‘flu, cancer, and infections. These things are a real pain, if you’ll pardon 

the pun, and I don’t see how such things benefit us. But they happen! Not everything 

can be described as vengeance from God or an attack from the enemy. We live in a 

fallen world where bad things, as well as good things, happen to good and bad people 

alike! 

 

There may be the occasional exception, but if I were given the choice of, A. God making 

it happen to us or, B. God not stopping us from getting something, I would go for the 

second any day. 

 

Why do Christians have strokes? Or heart attacks? Or cancer? I will not accept that 

God makes these things happen to people! 

 



 

I have children. Would I intentionally make one or more of them suffer? How would 

that help my relationship with them? How would it help them? I’m not speaking about 

disciplining them if they’re in the wrong, I’m talking about intentionally making them 

suffer for no reason, just because I can. That is not loving! 

 

If I wouldn’t do that to my children, can I think that a loving Heavenly Father can do 

that to His children? Surely not! 

 

Yes, you could say that Jesus came to bring judgment on the earth, but that seems to 

be about knowing God or not knowing God (John 9:39), or the kicking out of Satan (John 

12:31), not about death and destruction to humanity. 

 

In fact, surely, it’s the opposite: 

 

Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life.” 

John 11:25 

 

Let’s spend a few moments considering these words within the context of this passage. 

You will probably remember that we were looking at this story a few weeks ago. 

 

Lazarus was sick and dying. Word gets to Jesus, but instead of rushing over to heal His 

friend, He delays until He knows He is dead. Then He heads over, leading us to today’s 

reading. Later on Jesus brings Lazarus back to life. And through all of this, Jesus is 

‘the resurrection and the life’. 

 

Martha, who is very much centre-stage at this point in the story, believes in the 

resurrection. 

 

For us the resurrection from the dead is an essential part of our faith. It was included 

in all of the Church Creeds from the early centuries, and, of course, is included within 

the Christian ‘basics’ as found in Hebrews: 

 

Therefore let us move beyond the elementary teachings about Christ  

and be taken forward to maturity,  

not laying again the foundation of repentance from acts that lead to death,  

and of faith in God, instruction about cleansing rites [baptisms], the laying on of hands,  

the resurrection of the dead, and eternal judgment.  

And God permitting, we will do so. 

Hebrews 6:1-3 

 

I do like revisiting that list, as sometimes, I think, we need to be reminded of our 

central beliefs. 

 



 

Anyway, not all Jews believed in the resurrection of the dead – Pharisees did, whereas 

Scribes didn’t (Matthew 22:23) – but Martha did. 

 

And Jesus is the resurrection, because He is “the Christ, the son of God, who was to 

come into the world” (John 11:27). In her mind the Christ was the resurrection! 

 

That, as we know, is the hope that has strengthened believers through the centuries. 

For Jesus, and the other New Testament writers and believers, this was not just a 

possibility. This is a certainty! The resurrection will happen, for Jesus is the 

resurrection. 

 

But for Lazarus there was more. Yes, he would die again in due course, but he was 

brought back to life by Jesus. For him Jesus was indeed ‘the life’. 

 

I think, though, Jesus meant more than this. As we know, He doesn’t bring everybody 

who dies back to life again, though He occasionally does. 

 

I remember someone once saying, about the Christian life, “It’s not just pie in the sky 

when you die; it’s also steak on the plate while you wait!” This, though, unfortunately, is 

not everybody’s experience. So maybe we need to ask this question: If Jesus is the life, 

as He says He is, then what does ‘life’ mean for those who struggle? 

 

One answer that is nearly perfect is eternal life. Life that begins when we become 

Christians and never ends, even though we have to pass through the door of death at 

some point. Because of resurrection there is life that continues, with God, forever. 

 

And could you imagine life without stress? Jesus says, “Do not worry” (Matthew 6:25, 

31, 34). The Apostle Paul echoes this with, “Do not be anxious about anything, but in 

every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to 

God” (Philippians 4:6). And then you receive the peace of God. 

 

Sometimes our worries need to be shared with another person, or more. But always, as 

Paul says, they can be shared with God. 

 

Never worrying! Wouldn’t that be amazing? We will still have physical and emotional 

issues to deal with, but having such a confidence in God and the resurrection, and 

looking to Jesus as the Life, we re-focus on Him and our Father in Heaven. 

 

Quite often recently I’ve referred us back to Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego and 

the fiery furnace. They, we could say, had something to worry about. But they didn’t! 

 

Their lives were in God’s hands. The question we need to answer is whether our lives, my 

life, is in Jesus’ hands? He is the Life. With Him there is peace. Ask for His peace now. 


