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1 Peter 2:4-10 

 

 

What does the word ‘precious’ mean to you? 

 

I think, unfortunately, a word that is intended to be pure and wholesome can sometimes 

end up with a meaning that is not so good. And this is one such word. 

 

I’m thinking of a phrase that was written in some books published decades ago, which 

ended up in films that have been around a few years, and which still continue to be 

shown on the television today. 

 

The author, of course, is J R R Tolkien, and the books are The Hobbit and The Lord of 

the Rings. If you know the story, you’ll know where I’m coming from. 

 

If you don’t know the story, there was a ring, a ring with special powers, the One Ring, 

as it was termed. It was, by different people and at different times, called “My 

precious”. The ring was all-consuming, and something that could have been admired 

became dangerous.  

 

Within the film something that was indeed ‘precious’ became an obsession, and anything 

would be done to protect it and keep it from others. 

 

It is so good to know that this is not how the Bible uses the word ‘precious’. Precious is 

something really special, something of great value, something that is loved. 

 

So, if I were to ask you if you had something that was precious to you, what would it 

be? It could be an item that holds memories or it could be another person. And, turning 

that round, if I asked you if you knew you were precious to somebody else, what would 

your answer be? 

 

Anyway, you may have noticed that the word ‘precious’ appeared twice in our reading 

from Peter’s letter, and we will look at these shortly. 

 

This epistle, or the more commonly used word, letter, was sent from Peter to Christians 

throughout the known world of his time. We could call it a ‘General’ letter, as he doesn’t 

name individuals (whereas Paul does in some of his). Instead he sends it out to all 

believers.  

 

For this reason he does not address specific issues, though the subject of persecution, 

which the early Church was suffering from, is referred to at times. 



 

So, within this part of the letter, where Peter talks about the Church, he is referring 

to every single person within it, not just a few. And there is no reason to think that this 

was just relevant for those living in his time. 

 

We, as believers now, can read what he has written, and be just as amazed at what he 

writes as the Christians of his day, for it applies to us as much as to them.  

 

And what do we read about all of these individual believers? They are ‘precious’ to God 

(verse 4). 

 

Just take a moment to think about that: You are precious to God! 

 

Now this raises a question straight away. Let’s think about this for a moment – the 

thing that is precious to you - how and where do you keep it? 

 

Obviously, there is a big difference between whether the thing that is precious is an 

item of, say, sentimental value, or a person. If an item we may display it on a wall or in a 

cabinet; or it may be kept locked away. But wherever it is, it is safe. 

 

Maybe, depending on the age of the person, this can also apply. Not that we pin them to 

a wall or lock them in a cabinet, or keep them hidden in a drawer or wall-safe, but we 

protect them as best we can. This, of course, is true of our care of babies. We protect 

them, care for them, because they are precious. 

 

But at some point the cotton wool wrapping has to come off. Babies become children, 

become youth, become adults. They may well remain precious to us, but they have to go 

out there, in the world. Our chances of protecting them are reduced sometimes to 

zero. 

 

The Church in Peter’s day, in parts of the Roman Empire especially, was being 

persecuted, but the people themselves were precious to God.  

 

I have been asked the question, “If I am precious to God, why should I be suffering like 

this? If He is my Father, shouldn’t He protect me? I wouldn’t allow my children to 

suffer like this!” 

   

A point well-made, I think. And I think that this is an argument that has been repeated 

throughout the centuries. If God really thinks the Christians are precious, why doesn’t 

He do more to protect them from whatever the world throws at them? 

 

As I have already mentioned, in Peter’s day the Church was being persecuted and 

believers were being killed for their faith. And, of course, we understand that Peter 

was himself killed. Where is God’s love? Where is His protection for His precious ones? 



 

One answer, that can be seem as a get-out, is that Christians have begun their eternal 

life at the time they first believed – there is something better to come. Yes, it’s a get-

out, but also it is true. And the New Testament writers are united in declaring that 

what is yet to come is so much better than what we have here. 

 

And, let’s be honest, this answer, for some Christians, is the only answer.  

 

We may occasionally refer back to portions of the Bible where there is reinstatement 

(like Joseph’s rise to greatness from the prison cell - Genesis 41), rescue (Peter from 

another prison cell – Acts 12), restoration (Job 42) and reward (Psalm 23:5), but for 

many believers, this is not how it works out.  

 

For them, the only happy ending is the resurrection to be with God. They were precious 

to God, and they continue to be precious to God. But life down here is far from okay. 

 

As I have said before, I don’t know why God misses opportunities to step in and protect 

His precious. But we, too, have to let those who are precious to us go out and deal with 

life without the protection we would like to offer.  

 

Yes, God is able to do far more than we are able to, but He allows free-will, not only for 

those who are precious to us, but for other individuals that they come into contact 

with. Bad stuff happens, even to Christians! 

 

It reminds me about the story of Enoch in the Old Testament (Genesis 5:24). The Bible 

says that he walked with God, then God took him away. His son was Methuselah, the man 

listed as living the longest, yet there is no mention of him walking with God. From this 

we could suggest that long life is not always seen as a sign of God’s blessing or 

protection.  

 

Our life in eternity, beyond the constraints of time as we know now, is so much greater 

than our time on earth, but even in the here-and-now, you are precious to God! 

 

The other person referred to within our reading as being precious is, of course, Jesus. 

He is described as a ‘chosen and precious cornerstone” (verse 6), and if we looked back 

to the Old Testament passage were this comes from, we see Isaiah declaring that 

these words were spoken by ‘The Sovereign Lord’, or, we would say, God. 

 

Not only are you precious to God; Jesus was also precious to God! 

 

It was Jesus who spoke these words, “I will build my Church…” (Matthew 16:18) but, we 

could say, the building actually includes Jesus. Maybe that’s why He says “My” Church! 

He is not outside of it, but actually part of it! 

  



 

He, Peter says, is the key part of the building. He is the cornerstone, on which the rest 

of the building is built. 

 

I have never put up a building from scratch, and never been involved in building work, 

but, as I understand it, getting it right from the beginning is essential. 

 

It reminds me of putting up a tent – which I have been involved with. Maybe it’s not 

essential for the smaller tents, but larger ones need key pegs in the right place. If the 

beginning is wrong, then the rest will not be sure, safe, secure. 

 

Jesus is the cornerstone. In verse 7 a different word, capstone, is preferred by Bible 

translators. He is the cornerstone and the capstone – essential parts of a strong, 

secure building. 

 

Jesus is precious to God. Jesus should be precious to us too. 

 

One of the saddest passages of the Bible, for me, is found in Revelation. It’s the letter 

to the Church at Laodicea. It seems there is nothing good to say about them, and we 

have a description of Jesus knocking on the door (Revelation 3:20). It was called a 

Church so there must have been believers there, but, somehow, Jesus isn’t part of it 

anymore. 

 

We are ‘living stones’, being built into a ‘spiritual house’ (verse 5), but in order to be the 

building that God requires, we need the cornerstone and the capstone to be in the right 

place. 

 

Jesus must always be central to our Fellowship, to our Church. And as we know, whether 

from this passage in 1 Peter or from elsewhere in the New Testament, the Church is 

not a building of brick. The Church is a gathering that meets in a certain place. The 

early believers met in houses, like our Home Groups do now, and only in time, when they 

outgrew those homes, did they construct buildings. 

 

In England we need a building to keep the rain off our heads and to keep us relatively 

warm, but that building is only the Church because believers gather there. You are part 

of the Church, and another part of that same Church is Jesus. 

 

To we as a group of believers, and to me, to you, as an individual believer, Jesus must 

be, and remain for all time, precious. 

 

We don’t put Him in a cabinet, or lock Him in a drawer, but He is precious to us.   

 

Two final thoughts to ponder: 

How much is Jesus precious to you? And do you know that you are precious to God? 


