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John 15:1-8 

 

 

You are probably well aware of the A, B, C of Christian birth. 

 

A is for Ask – we ask Jesus to come into our lives, and His word says that if we ask, 

then we will receive (Matthew 7:7). 

 

B is for Believe – we believe in Him, believe that He is from God, believe that He died 

for us. 

 

C is for confession – we confess our sins, acknowledging the mistakes we have made and 

ask for His forgiveness. 

 

Obviously, in any brief summary we will miss certain things out, so we could even include 

another A, B, C of Christian birth as well as the above: A - Accept Jesus as your Lord 

and Saviour; B - be Baptised to wash away your sins; C - Celebrate, for a new life, at 

peace with God, has begun. 

 

So, having done the A, B, C, what comes next? 

 

Well, the D, E, F of the Christian life, of course; and we will use Jesus’ explanation of 

our relationship to Him, as found in John 15, to help us do this. 

 

We were thinking last week of Jesus being the cornerstone, the stone upon which we, 

as individual bricks, are formed into the building of God, as found in 1 Peter 2, There we 

recognised that Jesus is not an onlooker on the Church, but a part of it.  

 

Elsewhere, Paul uses the picture of the human body, suggesting that we all have a 

different role to fill, just like an ear or a foot, but Jesus is the head. He is part of it (1 

Corinthians 12:12 and Ephesians 5:23). 

 

And within the imagery of John 15 we see the clear link between Jesus and ourselves. 

He is the vine, and we are the branches.  

 

Within these few verses we have Jesus use the words ‘bear fruit’ six times, showing us 

how important this is. This, I would suggest, is the Christian life – that you and I, that 

we, bear fruit! 

 

So what does this mean? How do we bear fruit? To answer this, here is my D, E, and F. 

 



 

D is for Discipleship. 

 

By the end of His life Jesus had impressed many people with His teaching and His 

miracles, and when it came to the day of Pentecost the book of Acts says that there 

were 120 people gathered (Acts 1:15). But, saying that, Jesus made a point of training 

up just twelve who were termed disciples. 

 

As I understand it all Rabbis of the time would gather a group of disciples around them. 

The disciples would learn from them, and be able, in due course, to go and hand down to 

the next generation what they have seen and heard. Those disciples would be from the 

cream of the crop from the educational places of the day. 

 

Jesus’ disciples had not made it to such great educational heights, but they were no 

less disciples. They listened, they saw, they went, they spoke, they did.  

 

Agreed, we do have the Bible which we can give to people. I also recognise that the 

Holy Spirit is able to speak to unbelievers to ‘convict the world of sin, of righteousness 

and judgment’ (John 16:8). But the disciples of Jesus, who are us today, have a duty to 

go and make other disciples. 

 

Obviously, there are different ways of doing this, and we could find examples of these 

within the Bible, but if we are going to ‘bear fruit’ we should be looking at how we are 

making and developing disciples for Jesus. 

 

Every-so-often I think back on my story to faith. Who it was who first introduced me 

to the Church, which, for me, came before being introduced to Jesus or God. We 

probably remember Philip inviting Nathanael to come and meet Jesus with the words 

‘Come and see’ (John 1:46).  

 

Saying that, I went to sing, not to meet with Jesus, but we will all have our own story of 

how we ended up in the Family of God. And if you really appreciate what that 

membership means for your present state and future hope, you’ll join with me in saying 

a big ‘Thank You’ to God for the person who influenced each of us in the past. 

 

And as we have such thoughts, we can think forwards. If I appreciate them, then who 

may, in the future, be appreciating me in the same way and for the same reason? 

 

Jesus gathered disciples around Him, trained them up and equipped them to go out and 

continue sharing the message when He was no longer around. Since then, for nearly 

2,000 years, the witness, the mission, the discipling of the Church has continued. 

 

And if I’m going to bear fruit, I need to do my bit in the area of discipleship. 

 



 

E is for Example. 

 

Early in the 13th century Francis of Assisi set up his Order of Franciscans. Today we 

are aware of a well-known saying of his: “Preach the gospel everywhere, and when 

necessary use words.” 

 

The preachers amongst us might have issue with this, and remind me that it’s being 

taken out of context if we suggest that we shouldn’t preach. After all, we remember, 

Paul wrote: 

 

And how can they hear without someone preaching to them?  

Romans 10:15 

 

Preaching, or telling the story, is really important. But there’s more to bearing fruit 

than just that. We have to live the life! 

 

Jesus is our ultimate example. The point of being a disciple is to be, as much as is 

possible, a copy of the master, the Rabbi. Okay, we don’t become them, but we do 

represent them to the world. 

 

It may be that we never walk on water or turn water into wine, but we should aim to 

follow the teaching and live by example. 

 

There is one quite long passage in the Bible that, at first glance, seems not to belong. 

That is the story of ‘the sheep and the goats’ (Matthew 25:31-46). We, who hold to the 

idea that it is all about belief in Jesus have issue with this. The question of this 

passage is ‘what have you done?’ Within that Bible story there is no reference to God, 

to Jesus, to belief, or any other things that we may see as central to our faith.  

 

Can people get into heaven by good works alone? This, it seems, is what the sheep and 

goats teach us. But this is where we need to weigh up the whole of Scripture, and not 

base our understanding on one verse, or in this case, one story. Elsewhere, Peter is 

adamant that there is only one way to salvation, and that is through Jesus: 

 

“Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ  

for the forgiveness of your sins.” 

Acts 2:38 

 

But, as James (the brother of Jesus, not the disciple) wrote in his letter, faith without 

deeds is useless (James 2:20, 26). 

 

The good deeds are not instead of faith, they are the natural working out of that faith. 

By example we show who Jesus is. We bear fruit by our actions. 



 

F is being Full of the Spirit 

 

As we know about a vine, or any growing plant really, the health, the strength, the life 

comes to the branches from the root, through the sap. In the same way, the source of 

our life, our disciple-making, our deeds, comes from God, or Jesus, through the Spirit. 

 

Jesus spoke to the disciples about waiting to receive power (Acts 1:8, in anticipation of 

Acts 2:4). The Apostle Paul urged a young Church to look for God’s help (Ephesians 5:18 

and Colossians 1:9). The message is the same. Disciples need to be full of the Spirit! 

 

Jesus, elsewhere in John’s Gospel, speaks about what the Spirit will offer to the 

disciples when He comes. Paul, again, shows the various ways that the Spirit manifests 

in our lives. We could think of the gifts as detailed in 1 Corinthians 12 and elsewhere, 

but just as important as those supernatural phenomena are the fruits of the Spirit. 

 

Within our reading Jesus has majored on the idea of bearing fruit, so it seems right to 

remind ourselves of Paul’s list. The fruit of the Spirit, he says are: 

 

Love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness,  

goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. 

Galatians 5:22-23 

 

As God’s Spirit works within us, these attributes should develop, grow, and, through us, 

be a blessing to others. 

 

Back in our reading from John 15 we are offered a warning. The branches that do not 

bear fruit will be removed (John 15:6). They are collected and burned. 

 

I suppose the message is don’t take anything for granted. We have not been ‘saved’ so 

that we can receive the blessing and keep it all to ourselves. If we are branches, we are 

expected to bear fruit. 

 

We have a message for the unbelieving world. Powered, in a way, by the Spirit, through 

word and actions we declare what God has done for us. The words of two songs from 

the past come to mind. They are: 

 

“I’m not one who’s got it all worked out telling you what you should do.  

No, I’m just one more hungry beggar telling you where I found food.” 

 

“If He did it for me; He can do it for you” 

 

We are no better than others, ‘for all have sinned and fallen short…’ (Romans 3:23). But 

as branches we offer to others what we have received ourselves – life, in Jesus! 


