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Revelation 5:6-14 

 

A few weeks ago we thought briefly about that passage in Philippians where we have, if 

you like, the fall and rise of Jesus. Though He were God, He became man and gave His 

life – that’s what I’ve termed the fall. The full story is found in Philippians 2:6-11. This 

summary of Jesus was seen as so important in the early Church that, we believe, it 

became a well-used confession or creed, maybe even set to music, hence the way it’s 

laid out in our Bibles. 

 

And as we think about today’s reading from the book of Revelation it focuses our 

thoughts on the second half of that passage from Philippians. 

 

I was speaking to someone quite recently and said that, for me, communion does not fit 

in with the Christmas story. 

 

Looking from our point in history, of course, we can see the whole story of Jesus. The 

Apostle Paul, within that passage from Philippians, gives such a brief summary of Jesus 

that he can also include Jesus’ pre-birth existence as well as his life, death, and 

resurrected glory!  

 

But for me, whether rightly or wrongly, celebrating Jesus’ death at the same time as 

celebrating His birth, just doesn’t work, although I grew up in the Church of England 

where we always had communion at Christmas. Those two things just don’t fit easily 

together.  

 

Saying that, I, and indeed we, acknowledge Advent each year, and that links two things. 

It could be seen as a four-week countdown to Christmas, but Advent, which when 

translated from the Latin means ‘to come’, is always looking forward to more than 

Jesus’ first coming (Christmas). We are also looking well beyond that to His second 

coming! Jesus is God, He is eternal. He always has been; He always will be! 

 

If you would like to treat yourself, or someone else in your family, to a Christian DVD 

could I suggest the Star of Bethlehem? There are certain films that I will be watching 

over the next month. One is the Muppets Christmas Carol, and another will be the Star 

of Bethlehem. 

 

I know it doesn’t appeal to everybody, and, to be honest, although I like the film, I 

don’t like the background music they have put to it. But, this aside, it is an excellent 

video that looks into the timing of the key events in Jesus’ life. The speaker, who did all 

the background research, tells us the day of Jesus’ birth, when the wise men arrived, 

and, as an added bonus, looks at the dating of the death of Jesus too.  



 

And the reason, he says, we can be so accurate, is that the universe declares it. The 

stars had to be in the right place.  

 

The conclusion of this is that the time of Jesus’ birth and death were planned before 

time began. before God put the stars in their places and on their journeys through the 

immense space of the universe! 

 

If you want a copy of the DVD I can recommend a very good local Christian book shop! 

 

There was a plan – Jesus would arrive at a certain date. 

 

There is a plan – Jesus will return. 

 

These are the two messages of Advent. 

 

A few months back we were thinking about Jesus being the Lamb of God who takes 

away the sins of the world (John 1:29). Here in Revelation we have a totally different 

impression of that same Lamb. 

 

It’s worth remembering, I think, that of the twelve Apostles of Jesus John was the 

only one, we believe, who was there at the crucifixion. He had seen Jesus killed first-

hand. He was the one who described Jesus as ‘the lamb of God’, and he is the one to, 

effectively, describe His arrival into heaven. 

 

We call our Palm Sunday reading ‘The Triumphal Entry’. This, from Revelation, I think, 

could be seen as even more so! And just as the people on earth sang their praises of 

him, so a song breaks out in honour of who He is and what He has done. 

 

But this, as I say, picks up on the second part of Paul’s Philippians passage. 

Resurrection, to Ascension, to the Name above all names! 

 

Let’s go back to our reading from Revelation. Just before Jesus is described as a Lamb 

He is called the Lion of Judah (verse 5). 

 

A few weeks ago we thought about the fact that Jesus came from the line of David, 

from Judah. But a picture in our minds of a lion and a lamb are somewhat different to 

each other. 

 

What does a lamb being a lion mean? 

 

In one way it can be seen as a confusion of positions. The lion is seen as being at the top 

of the food chain; the lamb, being a vegetarian, is effectively at the bottom. 

 



 

There is a quote found elsewhere in the Bible (Isaiah) about a lion and a lamb lying down 

peacefully together. The reason that this is written is because it just would not happen 

naturally! 

 

It was necessary for Jesus to die: He was the lamb. 

 

And whenever we share communion together we are reminded of this fact. There was 

only one way for us to be redeemed, bought back for God and forgiven of our wrong-

doing, our selfishness, our sin. 

 

There was no other way, only through the sacrifice of Jesus. The Lamb had to be killed! 

 

But one thing we picked up on a few weeks ago was the idea that Jesus did have the 

power, the authority, to not go through with the plan of God and men. He could have 

called on those angels, if you remember, but He chose not to. He decided to stick with 

the one and only plan! 

 

He had power and He had authority yet chose not to use them. That is meekness! 

 

How can Jesus be both lion and lamb at the same time? I think one thing we can 

conclude is that He was not a lamb ‘acting up’ to become a lion. Rather, He was a lion 

who was ‘acting down’ to be a lamb. 

 

I mentioned a couple of weeks ago the first few words of a Graham Kendrick song, 

which goes ‘Meekness and Majesty’. This is Jesus! 

 

He didn’t hold on to equality with God when He came to earth (Phil 2:6). We would say 

that He was still God, still able to do things that we cannot (walking on water, etc.), yet 

he suffered and struggled as a human being does, and, of course, paid the ultimate 

price – giving His life. 

 

In theory, as the lion, He could have pulled out at any time, but as the lamb He chose 

not to. And because of this willingness to go God’s way, He returned to receive the 

honour and praise not because of His birth, His upbringing, His teaching or His miracles 

– however amazing all that was. 

 

He received the honour and the glory because: 

 

“…you were slain, 

and with your blood you purchased men for God 

from every tribe and language and people and nation.” 

Revelation 5:9 

 



 

He is indeed the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world, but here, in 

Revelation 5, He is the Lamb triumphant, with an authority that nobody else had. 

 

Paul said that Jesus didn’t hold on to equality with God when He came down to earth, 

but at, as it were, the end of the story, He has an equality with God again: 

 

“To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb 

be praise and honour and glory and power, 

for ever and ever!” 

Revelation 5:13 

 

The Father is willing to share such worship and praise with the Lamb, the Son, Jesus. 

 

The passage in Revelation says that we will ‘reign’. If, or when, we are given such 

authority, I wonder how we would handle it? 

 

As always our example must be Jesus! And whether then as rulers, or here, today as 

ourselves, how we treat others must be based on Jesus. 

 

We are appointed, anointed, adopted and blessed by God. But this should not make us 

look down on anybody. 

 

We are all works in progress, and, of course, there are many people who are not even in 

this process. We should not shout at them; we should not order them; we should not 

take, or even claim, higher ground than others unless we appeal to them in love! 

 

The questions for all of us: In all aspects of my life, how can I be meek? How can I be 

humble?    

 

Whether in a supermarket or post office queue, whether speaking to our neighbour 

about their pet’s business, or speaking to family members: am I living a life that 

reflects Jesus and points people to the love of God that is living and working within me? 

 

Yes, Jesus overturned tables when necessary, and as the Word says, ‘In your anger do 

not sin’ (Ephesians 4:26), but our goal must be peace not war, love not hate, restoration 

not condemnation. 

 

The devil, and indeed the world, likes pointing the finger in judgment. We, as we follow 

Jesus’ lead, should surely be offering not a finger of condemnation, but a hand and a 

wrist to help people up. 

 

‘Blessed are the meek…’ (Matthew 5:5), but don’t allow such blessing to fill you with 

pride! The reward for meekness come in and from heaven! The Lamb is triumphant! 


