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Scripture 

‘I see him, but not now; 
    I behold him, but not near. 
A star will come out of Jacob; 
    a sceptre will rise out of Israel. 

Number 24:17 (NIV) 

Reflection 

Most of us can remember the story of Joseph, how he was given his coat of many 
colours, sold into slavery by his brothers, jailed, only to rise up as Pharaoh’s right-
hand man to lead the people through the famine.  This is an exciting story that shows 
us through that God can work so much through one person. 

When we look at Joseph’s father Jacob, the story is also full of intrigue.  We can read 
how Jacob fought with his brother Esau, deceived his father Isaac, caught a glimpse of 
heaven in a dream, fought with an angel, given a second name (Israel), fathered 12 
children, and how he mourned the loss of Joseph when he thought he was dead. 

Even during Jacob’s lifetime, God had His plan, as we read in the prophecy in today’s 
scripture passage.  ‘A star will come out of Jacob’ and ‘a sceptre will rise out of 
Israel’.  Through all of Jacob’s descendants, this prophecy directs that there will be 
one who will come from the heavens (a Star) and that this person will be a King (a 
sceptre).  

We know that a couple of Jacob’s descendants became kings (for example David), but 
there was only one who came from Heaven to become King, and that was Jesus. 

Activity 

Have a go at making some paper star decorations.  A simple pattern can be followed at 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aJmyK0TQFSE, whilst another more decorative 

pattern can be followed at https://www.craftideas.info/html/christmas_star.html. 

Taking it further 

Read about Jacob’s dream in Genesis 28 v 10 – 22. 

Theme Song Reminder 

‘Prince of Peace’ by Monica Scott - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pnlg3zfTXZE  
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