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Scripture 

But Ruth replied, ‘Don’t urge me to leave you or to turn back from you. 
Where you go I will go, and where you stay I will stay.  Your people will be 
my people and your God my God.  Where you die I will die, and there I will 
be buried.  May the Lord deal with me, be it ever so severely, if even death 
separates you and me.’  When Naomi realised that Ruth was determined to 
go with her, she stopped urging her. 

So the two women went on until they came to Bethlehem. When they 
arrived in Bethlehem, the whole town was stirred because of them, and the 
women exclaimed, ‘Can this be Naomi?’ 

Ruth 1:16-19 (NIV) 

Reflection 

As you were reading through the genealogy of Jesus on Sunday, did you see the name of 
Ruth?  Ruth is always an interesting story.  The story creates a mix of emotions; the thrill 
of moving to avoid a famine, the sadness of the death of Elimelek and his sons, the 
persistence of Ruth to stay with Naomi, and the story ends with the marriage between 
Ruth and Boaz.  In Matthew 1, we see that “Boaz the father of Obed, whose mother was 
Ruth” was one of Jesus’ ancestors. 

In our scripture today, we read the part where Ruth shows her love for her mother-in-law 
Naomi.  Naomi has decided it is time to go back to Bethlehem, as her husband and two 
sons had died, leaving her without anything in the land of Moab.  As Naomi goes, Ruth 
decides to go with her. 

It is a long journey from Moab to Bethlehem, especially if you have to walk around the 
Dead Sea rather than catch a boat.  Even though Naomi is concerned for Ruth and tries to 
send her back, Ruth commits herself to be with Naomi.  To be with Naomi all the time and 
to be like a daughter to her, and Naomi helps to bring Boaz and Ruth together. 

It is interesting when you look at the genealogy of Jesus, as Ruth was the mother Obed, 
the father of Jesse, who was the Father of David.  Ruth going to Bethlehem with Naomi 
establishes Bethlehem as the city of David, and sets its place in history, ready for the birth 
of Jesus. 

Activity 

Draw around one of your hands.  On each of your fingers and on the palm write down 

something that has happened over the last year that you would like to thank God for.  

Taking it further 

The book of Ruth is only4 chapters long, why not have a read through the book. 

Theme Song Reminder 

‘Prince of Peace’ by Monica Scott - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pnlg3zfTXZE  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pnlg3zfTXZE

